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A SEA KING helicopter from HMS 
Cornwall is seen at the end of a day’s 
hard work in Exercise Aurora off the 
eastern seaboard of the United States — 
the biggest deployment of naval forces 
—j later tal-merelalillei@lamie-le B 

Tolerl-moMele OM =laltt-jemel-e-1e)slal-im cole). part 
in a massive test of the Allied nations’ 
FTaslelaiiel(elet-mer-|el-leliia'e 

@ See page 14 
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VOLUNTEER seroce making 
Portsmouth Harbour safer for 
walerbormme Users fs Up and run 
ning thanks to Gonatpons by the 
mantime and business COMMUN) 









Te. 

Ihe Volunteer Harbour Patrol 
has heen formed to asset full-time 
wiety marshals created ty 
CQucen s Harbour Master Cdr lom 
licrman 

Ihe full-tume patrol was set up 

im. Wear to provi mivece and 
guidance (oO all users of the waters 
n and approaching Portsmouuth 
Harhour 

Wilh 45 continental ferry move 
ments a day, plus warships in and 
mul, ferrecs to the Isle of Wight and 
oleasure cruisers and vachtsmen 
on the waters, the harbour remains 
mc Of Botan s busiest and is 
‘citing busicr. Cdr Herman said 
the full-tume patrols worked well 

ast vear and led to a reduction in 
nadents on the water, especially 
round Portsmouth’s narrow har 
mur Cnirance 

Hut there are other arcas 
where patrolling could make a 
Yaluabic contnbulhon, so more 
pcopic and vessels arc necdcd 

c cxplaincd 

s far 2S people have come for 
ward for the voluntecr patrol, the 
Widest Capt John Day, a former 
ferry captain. The same number is 
needed to give the patrol its full 
impact. Business and the maritime 
community have donated two ves 
ac ls and equipment worth 
P1009) for the harbour patrol: 
ihe voluntecrs will run the boats 
out of (sunwhart (luavs and the 
Rowal Clarence Yard initially 

More details from Cdr Herman 
at Semaphore Tower, HM Naval 
Hasc, Portsmouth 
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HE GREEK Navy has laid a wreath over where a Royal Navy Patrol 
Service minesweeper was sunk with all hands at the western end 

& of the Gulf of Corinth in Worid War Il (see picture, right). 
On October 25 1944 the American-built British Yard Minesweeper BYMS 2077 
of the 13th Minesweeping Flotilla based in Malta was sweeping the Rion Channel! 
as part of the liberation of Greece when she struck a mine that had drifted away 


from its marked area. 


When the three children of the Chief Engineman of the ship, James Mackie, 
travelled to Rion for the first time to pay their respects to their father, the Greek 


authorities moved quickly to offer them every assistance. 


Three Greek fishermen who had witnessed the explosion and had tried to 
bring help were present at the wreath laying ceremony conducted from the 


minesweeper Daphne. 


This was held against the backdrop of the magnificent new Rion-Antirion 
bridge — the biggest cable-stayed bridge in the worid — over which the Olympic 


Flame will be carried by a runner on August 8. 


Led by four priests of the Greek Orthodox Church, the ceremony was also 
attended by the Mayors of Rion and Patras, senior officers of the Greek Armed 
Forces, British Consul Marie-Jeanne Morphy-Karatza and the Gritish Defence 


and Naval Attache in Greece, Capt John Wills. 


Greeting the visitors was a boat full of children from a school in Somerset 
Road, Rion, built in 1950 with funds raised by the people of Somerset — the home 
county of many of the BYMS 2077 crew who lost their lives. 

Mr Mackie's children, lan, Anne and Kirsteen, concluded their visit with the 
laying of a wreath at the tomb of the Commanding Officer of BYMS 2077, Lt Cdr 
Frederick Cali, RNVR, at the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery at Phaleron, 


Athens. 


V serie 





set to rule the 


airwaves 





@ HOT STUFF: a scene on board ‘HMS Suffolk’, star of the new ITV drama series Making Waves 





FROM July 7 the Royal Navy 
will be visiting you in your own 
hone. 

Making Waves, the long-awaited 
new Naval drama scrics tes Tv. 
will be hitting the small screen, 
pecling back the sides of an RN 
Ingate and Ictting the public see 
life inside 

From the idea bewng first moot 
ed, the proyect has taken five years 
to Come to frusteon. 

(1 course, no One can pretend 
that thes t a normal Type 23 
“There are indinidual scenarios in 
these six cpmxics thal onc ship 
might encounter during her 
deployment, but in this series 
everyihinge «6 crammed in,” 
laughed WO Dave Allport, who 
was onc of the Navy's tcam on 
hand to make sure the filming 
went smoothly. “Hult this im a 
drama, not a documentary,” he 
added 

For Naval afficronados there 
will be moments to grit thei tecth 
(nes of “That would never hap 
pen’ will be beard in the ling 
rooms of Plymouth, Portsmouth 
ind the ( Iwok 

Hut look bevond thal and the 
ncredible attention to detail car 
ned out bv the film crew wm phe 
PTT Ts 

All funts of the truc sicntity of 
the drama's HMS Suffolk have 
been spiniied away, and poor HMS 
Crafton which played her has 
been rclcgaticd to a name-check in 
the creadits 

Scenics consultant Cdre Harry 
Loghton sad: ~The storylines are 
4a mixture of what the Navy os all 
abowut action, drama, hwmouwr 
and mutual respect.” 

Series creator Ted Childs, 
whose drama rccord imcludecs 
‘alder Soldier (but despite his TV 
C"V turns oul to be a former RAI 
man himschf) said: “The hi-tech 
work that i a warship al sca 
makes conmsdcrable profcassonal 
ana personal demands on all its 
crew members 

“Al the same tome there me much 
opportunity for depicting the wit, 
warmth and humanity which 
always underpins entertaming and 
cngaging drama 

“(Clearly we can't feature all the 
crew on board the Suffolk, so what 
we have done is highlight a num 
ber of people performing a variety 
of functhons on the ship, including 
obviously the captam and the sec 
ond-in-command, and non-com 
messoncd officers and ratings 

Making Waves can be found on 
iTVl on Wednesday , July 7 at 
YPM 


HMS UNITE 
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THE FIGUREHEAD of HMS Unite is not British in origin, 
being one of a small number of f nN carvings retained 
on the bows of vessels taken by the Royal Navy in actions 
during the 18th and 19th centuries. 

Captured by HMS Captain from the French on October 
11 1793 by a squadron in the Gulf of Genoa off Spezia, this 
half-length classical-style female figurehead stands almost 
5ft tall and was originally carved for the Iimperieuse, a fifth 
rate frigate of 38 guns. 

Some 148ft long with a beam of 40ft, she had a dis- 
placement of just under 1,040 tons and was built for the 
French Navy between 1784 and 1786. 

The style of carving has a distinctly European feel, with 
the flamboyant and floridly decorated gown. The face has 
an attractive, serene expression and it has been suggest- 
ed that it was carved in one of the southern French dock- 
yards. 

After her capture she retained for a while her original 
name. In 1803 she was renamed Unite and saw action 
against the French on at least three occasions, with Battle 
Honours for Pelagosa in 1811. 

Like many vessels of this age, towards the end of her 
working life she undertook various roles around the dock- 
yards, first being converted as a convict hospital ship from 
the late 1830s and then local harbour service before being 
broken up at Chatham in 1858. 

The figurehead was removed and remained at Chatham 
until it was transferred to HMS Sultan, the engineering 
school at Gosport, Hants. 


rt 


ww a LV Vile Ss. Co lik 


NAVY NEWS. JULY 20M 





FOLLOWING an international com- 
petition the MOD, together with part- 
ner nations France and Norway, has 
placed a £47m contract with Rolls 
Royce for a new submarine rescue 
system. 

The NATO Submarine Rescue System 
(NSAS) will be based around a 10-metre, 
27-tonne submersible, operated by a 
crew of three, which can dive down to a 
stricken submarine and dock with it, 
wi 2 the crew up to the surface in 
batches. 

As well as a rescue submarine, the 
contract will provide for an unmanned 
craft which will locate the sunken subma- 





rine, decompression chambers, medical 
facilities and other support equipment, 
plus support and operation of the system 
for the first ten years of its life. 

The new system will replace the current 
rescue craft LAS which is reaching the 
end of its design life. It is scheduled to 
enter service at the end of 2006 and will 
have a life of 25 years. 

It will be based in the Clyde Naval Base 
from where it will be able to respond to 
emergencies anywhere in the world with- 
in 72 hours, being compatible with almost 
all NATO and non-NATO submarines, 
including the new Astute class under 
construction at Barrow-in-Furness. 
Defence Procurement Minister Lord Bach 


said: “This system will give us and our 
partners the most effective submarine 
rescue system available. 

“Our submarines are painstakingly 
designed with safety in mind and their 
safety record is impeccable, but they 
operate in the harshest of environments 
and it is vital we have an effective rescue 
capability for our submariners. 

“This project is a fine example of how 
working with partner nations can bring 
great benefits by sharing both cost and 
expertise.” 


® TO THE RESCUE: An artist's impres- 
sion of the LAS replacement vehicie in 
operation 












K and a half months awav from home ended in stvie 
or the crew of HMS Gloucester as she escorted the cap! 


tal ship of Europe's navies up the Solent. 


‘ | —a a= : 7 : = _ o~ = ™ — 
The people of Gosport [RS = | ; eS ee 
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awoke to the sound Of a <1 ® RIDING SHOTGUN: Air defence destroyer HMS Gloucester escorts the French carrier Charles de Gaulle up the Solent 


fun salute as the French a 
craft carrer Charles de Gaulle 


| arrived iit ne! anchorage - . | y | | — . 
salutes | ome Sets Rpnnane’ ealt th 
* aestrove l , | 1 / | —_ | 


WHILE anchored off 
South Carolina during 
Exercise Hapid Alliance 
with American allies, 
HMS Albion had her 
Union flag at half mast, 
sharing in the national 
day of mourning for 
Ronald Reagan. 

S/LT Nic Bretten, who 
hosted a party of 15 
midshipmen and 
ensigns from the land- 
ing ship USS Ashland, 
said: “They were sur- 
prised and delighted to 
see we were also paying 
our respects and |! 
believe it helped them 
understand the day-to- 
— # realities of the 
U S special relation- 
ship that goes back a 
long way.” 

_ See Newsview, p20 





Al Li 
] 
, . : 
lh ny 
ror muct Ther time away Irion 
r risiti i trhucesicr has heen 
COT i< ie r-powcred 
mer for Exercese Agapanthe (M 
if 4 oa) tonnes and with 42 
ar ard | COMmMmnaAton | 
supe! E-tendard and Rafal Lhe 
cc (su! SB 4 tantalising glimpse 
of the RN's future carner flect duc 
IO cnler service nex decack 
oo larec to enter Portsmouth 
Harbour which will be dredged 


io. accommodate HMS Queen 
Flavabeth and Prince of Wales 
the French flagship spent four 


davs at anchor off Gosport 


ihe visit allowed Defence 
sccrctary (scoll Hoon and his 
French counterpart Michele 
Alhot-Marne to cement the 100 
YCar-old Ente nic ( ordiale 
hectween the two nations by siening 
further agreements of co-opcra 
lien 


lhe corcmomes concluded with 
a flypast by the Patrouille de 


hrance the Gallic equivalent of 
the Red Arrows 
(;sloucester s (Commanding 


Otheoer Cdr Malcolm Cree said hes 
sailors had been impressed by the 
carner and her crew 

“Charlies de Gauulle & a great 
ship — working with the French has 
been very casy, he sai 

Agapanthe took the task group 
into the Indian ocean and the 
Gulf, with visits to Mumbai and 
(oa. In the former, the Fighting G 
helped to refurbish a nursery for 
youngsters and a home for dis- 
abled people, both in the shanty 
districts of the city. 





fire the Royal Salute in York to mark 
the anniversary of the Queen's 
Coronation on June 2. 

This unusual event is believed to be the first 
time that a Royal Navy crew has manned a field 
gun alongside the Army since the Relief of 
Ladysmith during the Boer War (that's what HMS 
York believes anyhow). 

In a repeat of history the six man crew from the 
Type 42 destroyer fired one of 40 Regiment Royal 
Artillery’s 105mm light guns as part of the 21-gun 
Royal Salute in the city's Museum Gardens. 

As the Senior Service, the HMS York crew 
manned Number 1 gun and fired six rounds inciud- 
ing the first and last. 

it was led by PO Kevin Williams, the ship's Sea 
Dart Missile Controller and close range weapons 
trainer. All spent a week with 40 Regt RA at nearby 
Topcliffe, training for the special day. 

Other members of the crew included ‘local boys’ 
OM lan Meakin and OM Neil Hodgkinson. 

After the Royal Salute they were inspected by 
the Lord Mayor of York, Clir Janet Looker. 

In 1899 sailors from the cruiser HMS Terrible 
constructed several 4.7in field guns from the 
ship's own guns and transported them by land to 
relieve the beleagured British forces at Ladysmith. 

Percy Scott, a gunnery expert and Captain of 
HMS Terrible designed a carriage that could hold 
the guns for transit and action. The gun carriages 
were speedily manufactured in the Durban railway 
workshops and soon after a Royal Navy contin- 
gent of 280 officers and men successfully took on 
the Boer artillery. 

Because of difficult terrain, Ladysmith was 
reached after 120 days of blockade. From this 
event grew the RN Field Gun Competition, recon- 
structing the ways devised to transport the guns 
across rivers and chasms. 

The 21-gun salute is itself a Naval tradition, 
which derives from the 18th and 19th century tra- 
dition of emptying the guns of a battleship before 
entering a foreign port as a sign of peaceful intent. 

HMS York is presently undergoing maintenance 
in Portsmouth. 


A GUN crew from HMS York helped 
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Pioneat 
takes 
charge 


THE FIRST female Naval Base 
( ommander has taken charge of 
SomMland's largest mulitary cstablish 
meni 

4s Commander of HM Naval 


Mase Clyde aft Faslane, C ommodore 
(Carolyn Mart 1 the first woman to 
hold this senor position in the Royal 
NAVY 

(dre Mat, who spent [wo years as 
Exccutive Officer at HMS Neptune 
in 1997 and J998, said: “The two 
years | spent at Faslane in 199/-95 
were the happiest and most profes 
vonally rewarding of my Carect 

‘| am therefore thnilled to be 
returning to the Base and to working 
again with so many talented, 
dedicated and fun people. | also get 
to return to a part of the country that 
| love — nobody could ask for more.” 


Somerset 
heads for 
the Gulf 


FRESH from being granted the 
freedom of Wells, crew of HMS 
Somerset have sauled to ensure the 
freedom of the high seas 

The Devonport-based Type 23 
fngate slipped her moormngs al the 
beginning of June to begin a tour of 
duty uw the Arahuan Gulf, taking 
ower from her sister HMS Grafton 

Her role and responssbilities in the 
Middle East will be sdentiecal to 
Grafton — assesting the Iraqi oul 
industry rebuild after years of neglect 
ind the ravages of war by policing 
the Gulf, ensuring smuggiers do not 
wncak cm) out of the Country 

We are committed to the impor 
lant role we are to play — we are 
helping to build peace and stabulity 
in the arca by acting as a force for 
cod.” said Somerset's CO Car 
David Axon 

“This will be a long penod of 
scparation from family and fnends; 
then Continued support is vital and 
hugely appreciated to us while we 


(ihe 


arc deployed ~ 
Somerset m due back in Botan 
by Christmas 
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Brief res 






ONE of NATO's four stand- 
ing Naval forces has visited 
Edinburgh — namesake city 
of the British representative 
in the group. 

Type 42 destroyer HMS 
Edinburgh was one of six ships 
from the Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic (SNFL) which sailed 
into the Scottish caprtal. 


Ihe force which also included 
Nagship HNLMS Jacob van 
Heemskerck (Netherlands), FOS 
Rhon (Germany ), FOS 
Niedersachsen (Germany), NRP 


Alvares Cabral (Portugal) and USS 
Klakring (United States) — spent four 
days alongside at Leith, the port of 
Edinbugh on the Forth 

First established in 1968, SNFL. is 
onc of NATO's al-sea readiness 
forces which are designed to deploy 
rapidly in response to a crisis, quick 
ly establishing an Allied presence 

Between six and ten ships — usu 
ally destroyers, frigates and tankers 

are attached to the Force for up to 
erght months 

Command of the Force rotates on 
an annual basis amongst the con 
tnbuting nations which also 
includes Canada, Denmark, Norway 
Poland and Spain 

The Force ss currently headed by 
Commodore Leon Bruin of the 
Royal Netherlands Navy 

SNFL. was scheduled to take part 
in the Joint Maritime Course off 
Scotland as Navy News went to press 

a welcome change to its recent task 
of montorng shipping for evidence 
of terrorist activities im the 
Mediterrancan, escorting vessels and 
carrying out compliant boardings of 
merchant weasels 

HMS Edinburgh has strong links 
with Scotland's capital city, with het 
last vist bemg made im the autumn 
ni | ‘Nw 
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HUNTER-KILLER submanne HMS Turbulent sailed 


(heft) 


Fremantle 


hasecl buat 


targets in lrag 


ATO force calls in 
at Scottish capital 


mto the western home of the Royal Australian Navy 


In what was the first visit for most of the Trafalgar 
class boat's 110 crew, Turbulent took a break from exer 
cies with the Australians with a stand-down in HMAS 
Stirling, the largest flect base for the RAN, 


near 


The visit Down Under is the latest highlight in what 
has been an exceptionally busy spell for the Devonport 


Last year she completed a |0)-month deployment 
which included launching 


cruise missile strikes against 


Pecture AAP} T) Pio (Cudkeuan (ALAA) 











@ Bulgarian frigate Smeli during a towing exercise with HMS Edinburgh 


A bit of a drag for Edinburgh 


TRUSTY destroyer HMS Edinburgh 
has been helping one-time foes 
turned frends join the NATO family 
in the Mediterranean 

For years swallowed up by the 
Soviet bloc, Bulgaria has since Apr! 
been a full-member of the military 
alliance 

Her Naval forces quickly took 
advantage of that new membership 
by pomning the Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic of SNFI pronounced 
‘sniffle’ — on exerceses im the casiem 
Mediterrancan 

Much of that work imvolved 
*Eddie’, as the RN crew helped their 
Bulgarian counterparts practise the 
art of seamanship from replenish 


pte cay vee 
During Sea 
tage of the 
manders. 


ment af sca to towing, involving the 
ships Smeli and Atya 

Al fewer than 2,000 tons, tngate 
Smeli is half Edinburgh's displace 
ment, but still managed to take the 
destroyer under tow 

Greek fighter-bombers simulated 
air attacks and a Hellenic submarine 
provided the underwater threat as the 
Bulganans practised defence against 
assaults above and below the waves 

For Edinburgh, whoch sailed from 
Portsmouth m Apnl and will not 
return home before September, 
working with the Balkan ships 
proved enlightening 

“The Bulgarians have proven to be 
proud, enthusiastic and professonal 





from TF 150 assemble in a formation in the Gulf of Oman. 
Day numerous events were scheduled to take advan- 
close proximity of the coalition ships and their com- 
Actuee PH) Bart aver (US Maevy) 


seamen. We have very much enjoyed 
working with them,” said 
Edinburgh's Commanding Officer 
Cdr Russ Tuppen 

“NATO has underpinned peace in 
Europe for the past 50 years 
Enlarging it and engaging more 
countnes in dialogue can only be a 
good thing for our future stability.” 

The core duty for Edinburgh when 
with SNFL. is to contribute to the col 
lective international! war on terror by 
keeping an eye on seagoing traffic in 
the Mediterrancan, assisted by com 
rades from the United States, the 
Netherlands. Portugal. Norway, 
Denmark, Germany and Italy 


THE stups of Allied nations joined 
forces in the Middle East for a sym 
bolic show of strength to plan the 
next stage of the war on terror under 
the leadership of a semor KN officer 

Ten warships mustered in the Gulf 
of Oman, seven of them compnsing 
Task Foree 150 under the command 
of Britain's Commodore Tony Rix, 
to decide how best to deny terrorists 
the use of the sca 

A string of navies has committed 
ships to the anti-terror force which 
patrols two millon square miles of 
water from the Straits of Hormurz to 
the Red Sea and the Somal: Basin 

Unable to jon up for the massing 
of the fleet was HMS Cumberiand, 
the RN's current commitment to 
Operation Enduring Freedom, which 
was 1,000 miles away in the Gulf of 
Aden on patrol 

Two task forces are commutied to 
tackling terrormsm and smuggling in 
the Middle East region: Task Force 
150 patrols from the Ked Sea to the 
Straits of Hormuz, while Task Force 
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é during Turbulent deployment Five-star 


break In 
La Spezia 


THE CREW of veteran destroyer 
HMS Newcastle enjoyed the five 
Star treatment during a break from 
anti-terror duties in the 
Moediterrancan 

Sailors headed for a top-notch 
hotel in La Spezia in north-west Italy 
while the Type 42 warship was in the 
port for a three-week overhaul — al 
Y? vears old the Geordic Crunboal 
needs tender care to ensure she can 
Conlinie Operas 
( ombined ScCrvices 
ntcrtainment — the Forces provider 
of shows for men and women on 
deployment — land on an cvening of 
music, dance amd comedy in a five 
star hotel, after the cniertainers — pop 
group T*40, comics Rudi Lickwood 
and Rhys Darby and CSE dancers 
ad wisited the snip 
“They were all given a tour of the 
ship — the dancers were clearly not 
used to warships with steep ladders 
as they wore short skirts. It clearly 
whetted our appetites for the evening 
show,” sad weapon's cnginecring 
officer La Cdr lan Mills 

Other crew sampled some higher 
culture during the maintenance pen 
od, heading off to nearby Pisa, 
Florence, Genoa or Rome — or back 
to the UK to catch up with loved 
(Wes 

Newcastle is on the final leg of 
ber Mediterrancan ‘tour’, working 
with other Allied Navies in cnsuring 
terrorists do not move by sea. The 
seven-month deployment is duc to 
end with the ship's return to 
Portsmouth om August 


Inquiry into 
collision 


rWO Royal Navy fngates have col 
lided during manoeuvres in the 
Channel ten miles off Plymouth 

Type 23 frigates HMS Kent and 
HMS Argyll were taking part in 
Royal College of Defence Studies 
Sea Days last month when a “minor 
collision” occurred, according to a 
Ministry of Defence source 

There were no casualties, but 
some “very minor damage was 
done to both ships 

Both ships were able to continue 
with the manoeuvres, and returned 
to ther respective home ports 
Argyll to Devonport and Kent to 
Portsmouth — after the cxcrcimses 

Minor repairs will be carned out 
to both ships in due course 

An investigation into the circum 
stances 18 under way 


Squadron visit 
A SQUADRON of Bailtic-based 


ships has visited the UK for the first 
time since 1995 


— i 


The unit, known as Baltron, 
based af the Estonian capital, 
Tallinn, and comprises three munc 


warfare vessels Lithuaman ship 
Vetra. the flagship, Estoman ship 
Sulev and the Latvian ship Name;ys 

The three-day visit to Portsmouth 
was the first Ieg of a European 
deployment which also takes in 
France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands 





152, currently including HMS 
Grafton, provides security in the Gulf 

The commitment from the Allred 
nations is substantial — 2000) saslors 
and their vessels make up TF1SO 
and although the force does not often 
grab the headlines, Cdre Kix sand i 
played a vital role in providing secu 
nity in one of the world’s busiest 
mantiime environments 

“We never — nor will we ever 
reduce the pressure,” he sand. “We 
have a vast number of units al our 
disposal 

“The impression I've gained from 
the hundreds of people [ve met 
regardless of their nationality — ts that 
they feel they are doing a worthwhile 
task in maintamming global security 
and are proud of their efforts 

“| am sure that they wouldn't 
swap this for anything less exciting 
or rewarding. 

The gathering was one of the final 
acts for Cdre Kix's command — he 
stood down as CO of TFIS) on June 
1 after five months at the helm 
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pe 23 fngate HMS Portland will be one of the 


Tough stag 


main attractions at thes vcars Navy Davs down in 


Piymaouth 


Open to the public, the fngate will be specially 
equipped to allow particularly access for the dis 
abled. She will be berthed in a non-tidal basin, at a 
height level with the jetty, and special ramps are 
under construction to make sure that as many pco 
ple as possible can sce around a modern warship 
This welcoming time alongside at her home port of 
Devonport follows on from the Type 23's recent role 
in this year s largest anti-terrorist exercise off the 
casicrn coast of Scotland 

This ss one of a senes of exercises that have been 
putting Portland through her paces in recent 
months 

Earlier this year the Type 23 was back off Scotland 
taking part in a 
large multi-national exercise testing her war-fighting 
capability in a JMC (Jomt Maritime Course ). 

Ihus was followed by a week in the warmer climes of 
the Mediterranean, conducting a week's high tempo 
training in support of the Royal Navy's future war 


but to the western side this time 


lare officers. 

AS part of the tough drill that these officers are put 
through, fast jets from the UK flew daily mock air 
attacks along with simultaneous live firing of the 4.5 





inch gun. In just one week over 300 rounds were ‘ 
fired from the gun 

Pnor to honing the fngate’s fighting skills, HMS 
Portland had been part of NATO's Standing Naval 


Force Mediterranean (SNFM), where she had been 


During her time with NATO, 
Portland carried out boardings of 
patrolling the Mediterranean Sea as part of the vesscls suspected of carrying 


( plist! Wart on lerrmor ve Capers. CxXPlOsives ivf legal 


HEROES OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 4 


Lt lan Fraser/Ldg Seaman James Magennis 





: as 
@ (t lan Fraser (left) managed to maneouvre cramped midget submarine XE.3 into a hole below 


10,000 ton cruiser Takao while his colleague Ldg Seaman James Magennis (right) went out 
through the sub's “wet and dry” compartment to fix limpet mines to the bottom of the huge ship 


| | / a j ates > lle % , J 


TROUBLE Ve claims to fame of the hog 
miidect submarinc Al the 4th 


Submarine Flotilla operating in Johore Strait 


was One OF the 5 Wich he frehed on lor che mal reckoning mis 


part on wal 


In the unpleasant 85 degree heal and confine 





Singapore 

The recaprents came in the shape of Li lan 
Fraser KNE and | ig Scaman James Maecnrnrs 

rlotila commander Capt W R Fell had been 
tasked with sinking the 10,000 ton Japanese cruis 
crs, jakeo and Miveko, moored in the strant off 
Singapore Lbockyard 

Fraser and his two-man crew, onc of whom was 
Magcnntn, transferred to the XI 
cinghy on July 4) 


Aficr simpping the tow at the castern end of the 


i bv rubber 


“ingapore channel, the crew faced a dangerous pas 
aaec Of some forty miles past shoals and wrecks. 
cross munchecids and lstenime posts, through a 
nuoyed boom and surface patrols, making their way 
throwenh the Johore Straits between SINngapre incl 
ihe Johore mainland 
(Had they fallen into Japanese hands, they were 

i 


{ 


j 
cw (i Ciccuic@d Ss Secs ) 


Navigated by the expert Fraser, XE3 passed the 
he carly hours of July 4] 
Withoul warning, a tanker and its cscort loomed 
i of the darkness and Frascr. in avoiding the ves 


hit the fhottom al thirtv-six fect. damaging 


ment of the AE.3, the men carned on, working 
their way steadily up the straits. Just before 2 p.m., 
having gone ninctecn hours without proper slecp 
and nunc hours submerged in the tinv submarine. 
Fraser began his attack 

lakao was anchored in water only 11 to 17 feet 
deep, but lay across a depression in the scabed 
some UN) fect wide. Fraser had somchow to ect the 
sub into the hole below the ship 

Al the sccond attempt, he slid XE34 under the 
larect. Magennis went out and fixed limpet mincs 
to Jakao’s bottom before returning to XE 3. Fraser 
then had to rclease the two side-charges, but thi 
starboard side stuck. Armed with a spannet 
Magcnnis insisted, as the diver, on going oul again 
and 


after five minutes, released the charge 


io August 5. auementcd byw charecs from XF_ 4's 
sisicr midect, a huec hole was bhewn in fakan % 
hut town 


Thee Mel nate nine 


| | trial Wall 


ca ti r Ve Ss cM 


Fraser never obt 


Prasci recen 
Decembect 

mmmeson in the rceular RN and was discharged 
), Magcnnes porncd Harland & Wolff's 


Clectncian alter the wat 


uncd a 


+ rh 
im | Sha is al 














® During her time with NATO, boarded vessels using the ship's helicopter, the Demon Stag 


IMMigrants. 

These boardings were conducted 
using the ship's Lynx helicopter, 
Known as the Demon Stag in def 








- [eae ae-lale 
figures 

Class: Duke class Type 
23 
Displacement: 3,500 
tonnes standard, 4,200 full 
load 
Complement: 181 (13 
officers) 
Speed: 28kts; 15 on 
diesel-electric 
Range: 7,800m at 15kts 
Missiles: SSM: 8 
McDonnell Douglas 
Harpoon (2 quad) launch- 
ers, active radar homing 
to 130 km (70 k miles) at 
0.9 Mach; warhead 227kg 
(84C). 4 normally carried. 
Torpedoes: 4 Cray 
Marine 324mm fixed (2 
twin) tubes; Marconi 
Stingray 


BATTLE” 
HONOURS 


Scheveningen 
Lowestoft 

Four Days’ Battle 
Ortordness 
Coventry 
Auguste 

Ushant 
Magnanime 
Lagos 

Quiberon Bay 





erence to the ship's crest, a stag’s 
head 

Ihe current HMS Portland is the 
cighth ship to bear the name 








Whether you're looking for career advancement, planning for your future 
or simply for self-fulfilment, studying with The Open University could be 
the answer. 

We offer a wide range of flexible part-time, tutor-supported, modular, 
to degree level and higher. 

Explore new study opportunities to acquire skills and recognised 
qualifications that could help you to develop your current career and 
widen your options in the world of commerce and industry. 

Studying for a highly-rated qualification on our Courses puts you in 
control of your future. You can continue to advance your forces career 
while studying and you may find that some courses are eligible for 
Sponsorship. As an approved provider you may be able put your 
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bec 


3eCUME a force to be 
recxoned with 


TO REQUEST OUR FREE PROSPECTUS 
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Exeter 
survivors 


INQOTE with mitcrest the picce 
ibout HiMS Exeter's wooden 

“st, whech the Exeter Fbotilla 
mde into a cross and presented 


ythe present HMS Exeter (April 
As a member of the Excite 
White Ensen Club 
thal we also have a prece of the 
mast. with the brass plate altachca 
mabcatung is hestory 
Aficr the Hattie of the Kiver 
Milate, the ship had a ret and the 
mast was replaced with a tripad 
he old presented ia 
ectcer Catv Counc! 


1 can tell wou 


mast was 
and was usc 
jim On The We ki rales cl the 
ix”) Canal 

Alter 
vewing signs Of wear and al least 
ww) Naval organmatlons managcd 


svcral vear ww Was 


au’ 
f menrramlia 


l-% 


land turn i into meces 


F. J. Vosper, 


Wilhireticrence to the aec of 


HMMS Excter Survivors (Mav 
my nceihhour tom Adan 

ll be 96 on Scpicembet 
lic was a gunners mate m ‘A 
when she was sunk in tne 


[yes that make hom the 
memiher of HMMS 
Jones-Green., 


| | 
mdecst surviving 
ccicy] D 
wion Abhay 


oommon knowledgec, bul 
(oral Spce sank the 
houeht by a bocal Tap 

omnoany which was owned Pw a 
Hh paren! COMpay 

lhe. moved a lot of the 
wes (which were of verv high 

grade stecl) and shipped them to 

| kK whe he 


imshup repair and in 


uscd im 


building 


they were 


Ww STi. 


ihus Hotlers much 
ranicr fhocame a 


al Weel an 


vaunted 
wmurce Oo mucn 
Mrtains war 


Wouldnt he haw 


Gerhard are 


Docc OTAssci) 
N. W 
WW.) Australia 


known 
I wilalc 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent's name 
and address, 


not nec- 
essarily for publication. 
email correspondents are 
also requested to provide 
this information. 
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|. FRANK Thomasson, was 
a sub-licutenant RNVR, 
No 1 on LCT 1192 on D- 
Day. 

| don't recall exactly the 
tume of arrival on Sword Beach 
but it was carly on D-Day 
since Our consignment was (a) 
six special tanks and tracked 
vehicles designed to remove 
Vanous types of obstacics from 
the bcach and (ty) j 
detachment of Roval Marines 
Provost under a scnior NCU), 
who were the Beach Control 
Party 

Ihe former landcd safely 
except for one which would not 
start. In our kecncss to ec! back 
for another load we offercd to 
take it back to the Solcnt, bul thes 


Was racyt acceptabl lhe 
CcoOnscqgucnce was that the tide 
went out and we staved on the 


heach until a returned 

Mcanwhilc, the Marines, who 
had been awoken from their 
slumbers very carly so they could 
put the final polish to their buttons 
and check over thew cquipment, 
sccmed in no hurry to leave us. It 
soon became clear why 

As soon as there was space on 
the tank deck and the way off was 
clear. the NCO fell them in 
dressed them bw the neht, turned 
them imtoo tine bul mstcad of 
then marching them off, al the 
double as 6 | OOonkc might have 
expected ihevy were stood af cage 

Al this point, they all took thet 
stcc!l helmets off and replaced 
them, from them kit, with thew 
normal peaked caps, 1noring our 
hoy ¢ hop 

Ihe right-hand marker then 
changed his helmet for a top hat 
ind a ransed umbrella. Called to 
attention, they marched off and up 
the beach to start thew poh 


sugrcsinm to ¢ 


Ihe inspiring result of this 
transformation was that large 
numbers of others, dashing about 


paused as they saw the marching 
Marnnecs, sccmed to be saving to 
themselves “Why am | rushing”? 
and slowed down 

Thess acthon by the Marines had 
a calming cffect on all F. 
Thomasson, Wells, Somerset 


‘Editorial Lines... 


Telephone: 023 9229 4228 
Telephone: 0273 9272 4163 
(Mal 24163) 
Telephone: 023 9272 4194 
(Mall 24194) 

Fax: 023 9283 6845 
email: edit @navynews co uk 


Business Lines... 
Switchboard: 023 928? 6040 
Distribution: 023 9272 5136 

Adv: 023 9272 5062 / 9282 6040 — 
023 9272 4226 / 9275 6951 
Subscriptions: 023 9273 4448 

ema: subacphon @ eanvyrews OD uh 

Fax: 023 9283 0149 

email: enquines @navynews co uk 

web: www.navynews.co.uk 





# 


i 
044 
f- 


f “EY di 


44 


fais 


REMEP 





‘Galming effect’ 
of top hat 
and —— 


UScee 


~~ Spee seh 1 1 - 
LssA heh hs a 


| HAVE read with great interest the items regardi 
tallies. The longest one | have is ‘Transport & Harbours 


Department’ (26 letters). 


lam afraid | know little about it, only that it came into my 
- K. Blackburn, 
| WONDER if any club has a collection of ships tallies and 
crests to match that of the Leicester Senior Service Club 
(above). There are over 450 crests with matching tallies 
plus numerous others. — lony 


collection in the 1970s. 


Southern 
beaux 


PHWOAR! Thanks so much for 
the witty pictures of “Extreme 
Ironing’ in Antactica (Apnil rssuic ) 
You have made a middle-aged 
woman very happy. Is there any 
chance of the full photo 
complete with penguins and bare 
legs — being enlarged and rsued as 
a centrefold one day’ A cutaway 
of a Hawker Seddcicy Buccanecr 
mnt the samc somchow... And 
have the two HMS Endurance 


hardy hunks got first names, or al 
any rate printable mcknames? 
An MEM’s Mum (name and 


address supplicd ) 


Sorry, MEM’s Murn — this is the 
best we can do, owing fo lack of 
space. Just for you, though, a 
centrefold sized version is in the 
post. No doubt the names will be 
supped in Que course. — Ed 


‘5, 


=_ 





ak 


es, 


Hull 


Smuth, Membership Secretary 
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Lowered 


eyebrows 


at FONA’ 





DIVISIONS 


WHAT a tantastic “dit 


about J 


RK. Patnck being detailed off as 


Miess cook, as written in “More pot mess dits (May rssuc). Mysell 
and others | have pointed it out to have been 1n fits of laughter 


| teft the KN 
having 


[WO WCArs AP.) 
mccumulated 25 years 
withim the Fleet Am Arm and 
many a good ‘dit 

My favourite was when ‘Jct 
Weavers had hiss cyvchbrows shaved 
off during a bel of a skvlarking 
scssion around about 19S! 

He was nicknamed ‘Jct’ because 
his haw was se black 

Ihe following § day, 
Yoovililon was about to 
FONA's Divistons and Jet 
trying hus hardest to be cxcused by 
the Squadron Regulator becausc 
of his lack of facial hair 

A man without cvehbrows 6 onc 
of the funnest things | have ever 
.ocn in mv lite 

Ihe Regulator pointed him to 
the hard standimg and told him to 
lace the musK You will attend 
Diwesons!” 


RNAS 
hold 


ie 


if cvcr wc nccedcd ri | prcsc me Cc OF 
high ranked officers i was today 
(hur wishes were granted — FO NA 
had decided to mvite just about 
every onc of them from Admiralty 
in London so that virtually cvery 
platoon could be inspected by a 
top-brass 

We managed to gct Jct lo smear 
a thick line of ZASS (graphiic 
grcasc above his cycs to look as 
though nothing was wrong 

From ten yards Jct dulin't look 
any different from anyone cise 
and procecdcd to fall in with the 
rest of our platoon 

Diviseons were well under way 
when it became noticeable that 
the sun was now ectting high in 
the sky and baking us to the core 
as we slo! on parade 

Jet's meht hand would sharply 
move up to hes face now and again 
and then move swiftly down 
having rubbed the 7X38, which 
was Tee Te iting WW the sun and 
procecding down his tacc 


What he diin't realise was thal 
every time he rubbed. he was 
scaring it in and helore hong 


what with he sailor 
he looked like a pint of Guinness 

Needless to sav, the rest of the 
platoon myself mcluuded, had 
icars running down our faces as 
about to he 


can on Lop 


wit VCC 
Inspected 
ihe imspecting 


just 


oOllecer (bless 


hom) queckly walked through our 
6 be Could obv 
a) oon 


nialinen HMISIY SC 


inal we Were i hel slatc of 
sircss 

lhe Master al 
thowents, (hough 
ask whv Jel s face 
coal maner Ss 

Jet replied that the cream he 
was using for his dry skin had an 
adverse citect in hot tempecratures 
and turned black 

Ihe Joss man cautiously cved 
Jet up and down and, without 
saying am™her word, procecded 
with the mspectron 


FONA cven had 


Arms had other 
and stopped to 
booked like a 


a smile on hes 


facc whilst taking the saluic — ()h 
happy days. — lan Diteh, Yeovil 


Cavalier 
support 





WHAT a splendid ship's crew the 
officers, men and ladics of HMS 
Kent arc, who supported the HMS 


Cavalicr Associalpon and OfMth 
anniversary weekend at Chatham 
From thei entry in the drizziec 


on the Friday to providing tours of 
their ship on the Saturday and 
Sunday, joinmg with us at our 
dinner and attending the church 


wrvice, they are a credit to today’s 
“ay 

Ihe RN Prescotation Tcam also 
suupported us well, with a fast and 
active prescntatvon D. 


Thompson, Weston-Super-Mare 
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Born in If 


about 17 she started her theatrical career, ri 
ny. She was interested in singing and ballet, ma 
her ENSA work in Malta she returned to the UK, but continued touring, 


Following 


Bangs (March issue) — my 
Miles) featured in the 


Malta during World War Il 


mostly in charity work. She was married in 1947. 
| was born the following year and in 1951 we emigrated to South Africa, returning 


to the UK again in 1958. 


mother died in 1994. 


mother, the late Maria Miele (stage name Mary 


li . 
She was an entertainer/singerldancer/actress with ENSA for four whole years in 
ibe, Devon in 1910, her parents were ir ints from Italy. At age 
all over Europe with her compa- 
ng her own costumes. 


| { WAS astonished to see the photo of the Malta cabaret troupe the Whizz- 


Maria was the ‘forces favourite’ of Malta, where her signature song was ‘It’s a 
Lovely Day Tomorrow’. She visited gun sites at the height of the ‘blitz’, entertaining 


the gun crews and the Arm 
Theatre or in the smallest N 


Educational Corps noted: “In the huge Command 
FI hut, this Devon songstress has brought music and 


charm to thousands of troops whose appreciation can only be realised by the full- 


throated applause that greets her every appearance”. 


At the end of her four years’ service with ENSA she received the personal con- 
a of the Governor of Malta, Lord Gort — and of Noel Coward. — Anthea 


havelson, Weymouth 


Ve 














judges 
must now do 


Jury service 


| WAS surprised and somewhat shocked by the tone of Cdr Hanna’s letter regarding jury service | 


(June rsue ). 


Daved Blunkett decided that if 
inal by pury was to be retlamed 
everyone should he cligsble fo 
Ww 

(dr Hanna may be intercsted lo 
know that that includes all pudgcs 
im!) barresicrs and | know thal a 
Lord Justice of Appeal has already 
been called up for jury service and 
has had to clear hes lest of Gascs 
during those two weeks 

Until now | have abways becn 
ceacmm™ for servece, firsily during 
my naval servece and laticriy work 
ing in thee Gowrl scrvece 

linhke Cdr Hanna | have 
iwavs resenitcd the fact thal | 
could mt take part im what after 
Hos a publ duty. It has always 
aocmcd most unfair to mec thal a 
bUIncSman or woman, perhaps 
running a businces with very fcw 
dall, has to grve up two weeks to 
scrve Of & jUTY, OFT give up stall 
whilc we wm the services or Crwil 
Scrveoe have heen cecuscd 

And what of the husyw howsewile 
with o larly to run, she ms nol 
Ce if 

| do nol beleve thal my job 
incr when | was in the RN or 
ow s more important than that. | 
um surc that if Cdr Hanna cannot 


parcd fies scnkw offhocr will 
inal the iutheritiecs are 
iii | teelecvwe thal scrvice 
4 | \ ie whl 


their jury service postponcd and so 
only those available will be expect 
cd bo serve on pures 

I can assure (Cdr Hanna that he 
will not have to carry oul jury scr 
woe during hes Ilcave — all employ 
crs are required by law to release 
their employees for jury service 
Ihey are not allowed to count the 
jury service as annual lcave. (©) 
coursc houwsewrves who arc called 
up Tor scrvece just have to grve of 
their tome. — H. 1. Axton, Walmer 
Kent 

lhe Cnminal Justice Act 2003 
ooes Nave a clause fo prevent 
ndawvduals whose units are about 
fo Ceploy Cw) Operafricwis fron 
beng called if ther asbsence 
would prejudice operational 
effectrveness. if m understood 
inat thes will be used only spar 


Ensign by 
warrant 


IN TEE reply io (sy. Nightingale + 
better (May msuc) on the use of the 
White Ensign tt ts stated that 
HMS Helfast wears the cnsign 
Pec cause the White Ensign 
Asociathon have thew headguar 
cre on board. The 6 moorect 





HMS Helfast ms granted a war 
rant to wear the White Ensign in 
her own nght, and this is appreci 
aled and guarded well 

As the first Koyal Navy ship to 
he preserved for the nateon since 
Secon s Vectory, our knsien was 
prescnie d to the Chairman of the 
HiMS BKelfast Trust, Rear Admiral! 
“ur Morgan Morgan-Ciles bw the 
then First Sca Lord Admiral Si 
Michac! Pollock on Trafalgar Day 
October J!) 1971, the dav we first 
opened to vewiors as a muscum 
ip 

lhe warrant was reaffirmed on 
Junc |, 1978 when her ownership 
was transferred to the Imperial 
War Muscum. We have had the 
ercal pleasure of having the White 
Lnasign Assocation onboard since 
iv/Z B. King, Director HMS 
He lfast 
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How well informed are you? a 


From 6" April, 2005 important changes will be made to forces 
pensions, which could effect your future. You have a simple choice 
between staying in your existing scheme or joining a new scheme. 


Except, it's not that simple. 


How do you decide what's best for your future prosperity? 


How do you appreciate the merits of one scheme over the other? 


by joining the Forces Pension Society, you get expert and impartial 
guidance that will help you find your way around the complex 
legislation and understand what's best for you. So, when 
the time comes, you can be sure you will have made the right 


decision. For you and vour dependents. 


joining the Forces Pension Society costs just £20 per annum. 


in years to come, you may look on it as the best —_— 





E20 you ever spent. 


FORCES PENSION SOCIETY 
65 SOW TH LAMBETH ED. LONDON SW IR] 
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Saddle sore Shoreham 
Saddle up, Chiddingfold 


HALF a doven hardy crew from minc 
countermeasures vessc]l HMS Shorc 
ham jumped ship in Falmouth — but 
they could made to the south 
jst town of the samc mame for char 


wilt Si | 


macives just three 
JSS-mibe pourncy 
Mm time lo 
oun ther Sandown-class ship am 
wt along the Channel to meet up 
with the cyclists in Shorcham 
Lay one nders reach pectur 
s jus! into Ldorsel, de 
an unscheduled detour 
inund famowth 


ihe scxlct scl the 
i} Lie li’ CNET ihe 


from Cornwall to Susscs 


aw the 
juc Lyme Keg 
“itd Civ ii 


Ihe CCUM clay ivi 


ihe pournmey saw the sailors powering 
long at an average of 1Xmph., almost 
reaching thew goal 


In *[) Mid iv] icchnnK 


hbrcoakcorwis 


al probicms and 
including a double 


hha nul lhe sailors rcachcd Wort 
hing, rcady for the short hop down 
ihe cows! to Shorcham the following. 


final day 

ihe Shorcham team which oe 
ecrves an accolade for some excciient 
nicknames fcatured AQ) Lia Chris 





VOLUNTEERS from veteran destroyer HMS Cardiff have muni Ghiale 
small mark in the lengthy process of rebuilding the west African state 


of Sierra Leone. 


Thirty crew left the ship behind when she visited the country to 
- appropriately — help build Cardiff Hill Station Preparatory School. 

The country's president, Dr Alhaji Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, decreed the 
school should bear the Cardiff name — and not purely because the ship 
was on a six-day visit to Sierra Leone's capital, Freetown. 

Or Kabbah was educated at Cardiff College of Technology and Com- 
merce back in 1959 (it's now part of Aberystwyth University). 

As for the Type 42 destroyer, she's part-way through her spell as 
Atlantic Patrol Ship (South), calling at nurnerous west African states to 
bolster links with the UK before heading west to South America and 


the Falkland Islands. 













Special Military Prices 
on lax Free and Jax Paid 
New Renault models 


PHONE 


0/7986 917 551 


or ergo: orualeig renagalttasieer_ cowl 













REDUCING COSTS WITHOUT 
CUTTING CORNERS 
As a leading supplier of quality Ceremonial Swords, 
we are happy to announce a Special Offer of a 
Royal Navy Sword & Scabbard 
complete with Dress Knot and Special Blade 
Inscription for the unbeatable price of just 


£695.00 (including VAT 











To place an order please contact: 
IMPERIAL SWORD COMPANY LTD 
Imperial House, 64 Willoughby Lane, London, N17 OSP 


lel: 020 8376 3926 


RAN 


TAKE ADVANTAGE 


MILITARY SALES® 


bax: 
Email: sales(@imperialsword.com 


Bowen, POD) Jase Dawson, Divers 
‘Punch kenweck and ‘Jesus (Carroll 
and COM(MW)s *S’ Alloock and “Mar 
mite’ Wiltshire, plus back-up driv 
ers LOCH Sid Wilkins and OM(MW) 
(bewv Untulss. Thee cflorts rancd 
fyS0) for the Adur Council for Volun 
lary Scrvices which supports Charitics 
inthe Shorcham arca 

While Shorcham s sailors have stiff 
legs, HIMS Chiddingfold’s crew arc 
readving theirs for the 43-mile mde 
from the ship's home port of Port 
smauth to the Surrev village she draws 
her name from 

Iwenty-free crew members 
than half the ship's company, led by 
CO Lt Cdr Ken Houlberg — are cycling 
in nelaws, with all 25 covering the last 
mile of the August 3 nde en masse 

Navigating officer Lt Douglas Owen 
sand crew were confident they could 
compicte the trek mm six hours, ransing 
moncy lor a new computer suite for 
the village school 

Anyone wishing to support the 
Chiddingtold cvelssts should contact 
Li Owen via the ship at Br PC) 24 


Mire 


@ Leap of faith: Mark Hengeveld from HMS 
. Mark was one of five personne! 


RENAULT 


RSE 





WITH your ship in a lengthy refit, why not 
take it easy? 

Not so sailors from HMS York, who took up a 
challenge sct by their affiliated Army unit to ‘race the 
sun’ — a punshing swim-, run-, bikc- and oncnieccring 
athon 

Ihe military's commitments over the past two years 
has forced organisers 2nd Signal Regiment to cance! 
the event, but the year they re-instated 
the RN along for good measure 





PEUGEOT vehicles 


call Colin Clubley 
on 01980 653434 






and unvited 





saleaei Ihe race began at dawn as a |2-strong team from 
—_; the Portsmouth-hascd ship sci off on a half-marathon, 
Yom fell run. “Alm swim through a lakc. mountam 


bike trck and on hike. 


a kem cycle nde 


oncniccring through a forest 


and finally a 400m swim followed by 
mecroafully all in legs 

The lake swim was a bit of a shock to the system 

said LOM Jus 


und a tough event, but very enjoyable,” 
ton Licwrs 














020 8376 4251 


strapped to Red Devils parachute instructor Gavin Tuckley 


run in the sun 





‘am iten! te Puoahenreutaheanment 


plus jumvor ratings, who jumped on behalf of the e Sclerosis Society. The jumps raised 


















® Only a 900m lake swim, cy- 
cle ride, orienteering, 


| (Above) OM Lewis and OM/C) 
‘Andy’ McNab on the Skm 
fell run and (left) LOM Jus- 
tin Lewis is helped out of the 
| fake by soldiers after swim- 


Sun' challenge 





York's team organser LPT Nick Kent added: ~The 
Army were very welcoming and the chance to compcte 
against them and rarmc some moncy for charity was a 
great expenecnce for the whole team.” 

York's efforts rared several hundred pounds which 
will be destributed among charitics in the ship's name 
sake city 

C'rew will return to the hestonmec city m July for more 
strenuous activity, this time partaking in York's dragon 
boat race — a homage to the city's Viking past 

Not to be outdone by York's exertions, a group of 
suior from HMS Collmewood ran, rowed and rodc 
for a good cause: in ther casc, Grnde Dogs for the 
Blind 

Ihe team, led by WO) Paul Warniow from the Com 
mand Traming Group at the Marntime Warfare School 
headed for the Lake District to take part in the Kes 
wick Challenge 

Participants are expected to run for 15 miles, row a 
further 10), then cnd off with a 26-muile cycic mde 





another 
|} swim and bike node to go... 


takes part in the ‘Race the 


www Navynew's.Cco.uk 


Fash bash 
for cash 


YOUNGSTERS suffering from 
cerebral palsy will benef from 


a fashvon show staged by scnpor 
ratings and their partners at the 
former HMS Drvad 

Ihe Warrant Officers 
or Kaics 


and Sen 
Micas slagcd an cvcning 
of cnicrniamment at the Martin 
Wartare School at Southwock Park 
is Drvad ms now known, culminal 
ing ina lom Jones tnbute and fash 
pon show (not al (he same tome) 

lop and Bottom im Cowplan 
supplied the ladies’ outhis; men 
donned attirc suppled by Suits You 
at (sunwharl Quays. and m doing 
“) ramcd nmcarly Ln) 

Ihe moncy pocs to the KRainhow 
Centre m Farcham, whoch has beer 
supported by the mess for the past 

12 months 


RN assists 
gym genies 


CONTINUING links between the 
Scmor Service and gymnasts in Es 
sex have been cemented further 
with the latest donation supporting 
the cfforts of the Bluc Falcons 

Ihe Chelmsford-based gymmnas 
tic team have beld world rcoords, 
appeared at Royal lournaments 
and on BBC children’s show Alue 
Peter 

The town's RN and RM recruit 
ing Office has added to carlier do 
nations to provide the 70-strong 
squad with new kit and trampets 
with a £0) Gdonatpon for specials 
gymnastic mats 

“The Bluc Faloons are cxoclicni 
gymnasts and a great advert.” sani 
(PO Phil Bndge from the recruit 
ing Offroe 

“Sport and adventure traming 
play a big part mm the Koyal Navy 
as ut fosters and Prwmnnics tcam 
work, which ms whal the Servece 
all about. 


Marc races 
past half-way 


DEVONPORT Naval Kase com 
ployee Marc Craig has reached the 
half-way pownt in his bid to com 
plete 10 distance races this year to 
help foroees families 

The 27-year-old took up running 
following a New Millennium reso 
luthon to ect fit and has sct himsclf 
the challenge of running ncarty 80 
miles thes year for SSAFA Forces 
Hclp 

Ihe challenge began in kebruary 
when Marc fineshed the Plymouth 
Hoe 10-mule race mn | hour 11 min 
utes; he'll complete it hopefully on 
November 14 with the Tavy seven 
mile race 

The half-way milestone was 
achocved on Mav 3) when Marc 
trotted past the finish line in the 
Phymouth half marathon 

“SO far Im really cnjoving it, 
he sand 
turning mio two challcnecs. not 
only the running but 
moncy. So farhboth arc eoung well 


“The whole cxpericnce is 


akad ranmung 


You could sav I'm living a com 


pletely different life than before.” 


's ok | in NYC 





Shillingtord couldn't escape 


Daleiaamintenes Pandit ooaametes 


i Hospital Hasiar and Fort Blockhouse in 
Gosport, was invited by bosses at Mayfield School in Port- 


y officer in turn used his boxing contacts in the 
eae arunge Gis arsuns he ony 


wwe dV Ve w Ss. O.uk SAVY SNEWS. JULY Die 


Duke drops in for 
Clyde catch ‘Up 


HIE: Duke (vi i Ooin M Na ul Base 
| 4 1 cw CvNtT) Ls Le at UU [ I 






| nyo 
i Ti 
Famul Micka hon il 
mecing cd rn t 
Hiclensbur roulr ( hurct 
“LL j Ww recrcation 
s being 
lher unt | T's 
on her as) ry, 
exciting base andl we 
eT ri | he Luk ] 
York nance it 
jonn Bo 
it: Th 
Lin 


Dartmouth marks 
Entente Cordiale 


eeu 


Dart nou clcomed 
nen ft c Frer 
ka ] iM 
c E-nicnice ( 

} Sca Lord Adn sir Ala 
Wes cl | French nierpar 
Milt | Jcean-Louw a Lom k 
ne itc I a ccr nial Heal 
Ret pcrionmcd f | Rowan 
a s Band, Lymy f 
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FOR BRITISH ARMED FORCES ws So28., 
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_*}—~ People in the News 





oe oe eee eee Second Sea Lord 
Vice-Admiral Sir James Burnell-N t re-learns the art of 
pee reg nen ey at Alexandra 
House in . The admiral paid his first visit to the care 


t child-care facility 
can take pressure off Service families,” said the Sea Lord after 
his tour of the home, opened in its current premises four years 
ago. Alexandra House was set up as an for the 
daughters of Service personnel killed in action, but has evolved 
to become a day care nursery for the under fives as well as of- 
Picture: LA(/Phot) Ray Jones 


Police praise wounded 
chef for foiling burglars 


Ihe scifiess actions of chef (Chris 
topher Ferner have been recog 
niscd by police in a national award 

The petty officer from Torpount, 
currently working al the Old Na 
val Academy in Portsmouth, was 
Jabbed m both legs as he foiled a 
burglary in hes native Torpoint in 
Cornwall 

In January last year, the semor 

ne (pe 


raLiné cred rrerif } spoticd [wat 


—‘LWsMChwus igures cnicrng a neieh 
irs house and confronicd the 
rudders as they left 
favuth burglars fled: one csc iped 
1 PO) Fe chased — and caught 

md faner as fhe tned to 
* iLCuLFen & ATES 
As he grappled with the burglar 





rcwuriver and a 


hunting knife into hoth of the 


hs 
Inrus!l aM 


chatuintatwon order 


= if . n . 
months on from hr 


i ih ee 
Phy if iT Bs. 


Despite these is, CPO Fer unselfish act, the semor rating was 


whe LPL ie 


tinued to hold on to the one of just 22 people nationally to 

’ ind rare the alarm —- long recerve a silver medal at the (hoiet 

| Le Nice lo Arrive Po hoe Uihcers conticrence for hie 

YOUNG engineer Kocron O'Flynn has become the first reciprent of an 


ryt fr 


MALNneG Cit I ha rae ATE PU mccnanics 
Ihe 23-year-old based al RNAS Culkdrose was awarded the titic of the 
Fleet Au Arm's Air Engi [rainec of the Year by the Royal Acro 
Tt to 


Decne 


been instituted to recognmc the cfiforts of the bes! an 
mecnankc OF air cneinecr artince:r lo compicte Training 
i Mi {) I won underwent 23 wecks on a Mecriim cngincerme cours 


ihe award has 


yg SZJ4 NAS state-of-the-art Merlin trammneg facility and the squad 
ins helhcomters 
FAA leaders singled him out t only for hr coOmpcicence im tramimng 
ia for hes “outstanding contnbutlbon to the squadron s mamicnance 



















THE BRANDS OF 
HEE VAIES TY S BOVAL WOA 
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THE last wish of one of the 
Fleet Air Arm’s most dis- 
tinguished wartime pilots 
has been honoured with the 
launch of a new lifeboat. 

Lt Cdr Philip King served his 
nation for more than a decadc 
during its most critical test of 
the 20th Century. 

Three years after hes death, hes 
ecncrosity will serve his nation 
again, thes tume safeguarding lives 
on the capital's artery, the River 
Thames 

Ihe Koval 


National Lifchoal 


Institubon boat was named by 
England rugby star Lawrence Dal- 
lagho 


Ihe Legacy, as she is known, is 
dedicated to the memory of the 51 
scople who lost their lrves in the 
MA darchioncss tr age dv in 1989. when 
the pic asure cruser collided with a 
dredgecr in the Thames and sank 

Lawrence s sister Francesca was 
among those who died in the dis 
MScT 

. bequest from Li Cdr King 
who deed in Bexhill-on-Sea in Sus 
scx in 2001 provided the boat; the 


former flr had 


Mi?) SUrwivwine fel 
lives when he passe i] awa 

And he knew whal it was like to 

rescucd al sca 

AS i PUTT olfocr he switched 
from the RAF to the Fleet Au Arm 
four months before war broke oul 
flwine Farrcey Swordfrh with &1! 
SAS out of Eastleigh 

With conflict mmmuinent, the lrcu 

nant and his squadron jpomncd 
MMS Couraecous. Before the first 


[war wes oul. tl our 


Ian “SA crew cee) Will fe! 

Rescucd from that disaster. LI 
King was later posted to 832 NAS 
which embarked on HMS Victon 
ous and cscorted the first Arctx 
convoy — codenamed Dervish — fer 
rying supplies to the Soviet Union 

By 1943, Lt King had been gn 
en command of 8522 NAS in HMS 
I Mis «€ MOT winie ivi dive rspon (}{)- 
crations off Norway while Allied 
fore)es landed in Sicily 

he was later transfcrred to HMS 
Hegum as liculcnant commander 


(fiving) performing escort duties in 


22 historic 


recordings to celebrate the Royal Marines Band 
Service's centenary 1903-2003. This selection 
from their Gold Dise winning albums includes 
all the favourites: Under the White Ensign, A 
Life on the Ocean Wave, The Globe and 
Laurel, Commando Patrol. Waltzing Matilda. 
Blaze Away and the ever popular nautical tunes 
Three Jolly Sailormen and The Sailor's 
Holiday. Also The Huntsmen (post horn solo), 
Two Little Finches, Pomp and Circumstance 
March No. 5, Cornet Carillon, Sandpaper 
Ballet and many more. Sir Vivian Dunn 
conducts the Bands of HM Royal Marines 
Portsmouth & Royal Marines School of Music. 


Compact Dise £12.00 incl p+p (UK and Overseas) 
Make cheques payable to Eastney Collection — most major credit cards also accepted 
Eastney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 8SN 
tel: 020-8673-6157; fax: 020-8772-9545: Email: eastneycol@aol.com 
www.eastneycollection.com 












© Rugby Union star Lawrence 


Dallaglio with Legacy, the life- 
boat paid for by the generos- 
ity of flier Lt Cor Philip King 
(pictured right as a lieutenant) 


the Indian Ocean 

Mis varied FAA carcer came to 
an cond im January 194K when he ieft 
the Service 

Lt Cdr Kings Legacy will serve 
ihe KRNLI on the [Thames 
leddington to ( hiswrck then lower 


uy . + 
Picr operating a scarch-and-rescuc 


1 
service. lis preck called 


LCase AS 
mul on average (twice a day helping | 


to save th ves of more than 770 


poole im 2005 alone 


her 
unvells Naval 


WWW dV VNeWS.CO.UK 









Mick's been 
catering for 
the RN very 
well indeed 


As Anny marches on its stomach. 
the Navy sails on its 
And if & (hanks to 


WO Mock Hi 


ihe c orks ol 


kKiman that i sais 





i ic 

[he s rating beat off 
pcuuon from the KN Ss (Wo sretic 
lorces named Armed | 
2 f he Year al a gala 


L 1 r 
ner on London 
(Whcially the Fleet Catcrnne Of 


foer, it 5 the task of the warrani of 
fio ensure thal the wictu iing 
{ all an Ips and submarines runs 


wTneothty 


"7 | 
i | 


Te Mick 
was highhy reape cied, not just 
throughout the RN_ bul also by the 
Army and RAF for his 
knowledge and personal qualities 
( aternneg in the Flect could 

nol he on safer hands to deal with 
the many and varied challenges tt 
faces,” they said in awarding Mick 


the tithe 


Dawn of a new 
era for Wildfire 


HISTORY has been made at the 
Roval Naval Reserve unit based at 
Northwood, with the appointment 
of its first female — and first nurse 

as the Commanding Officer of 
HMS Wildfire 

(dr Dawn Kenncy was handed 
the reins of the unrt from outgoing 
C) Cdr Jevan Morris 

Cdr Kenney spent 10 years in 
the KN full-tome before jor ning the 
(Qucen Alexandra s “ val Na’ a! 
Reserve Nursing Servicc. which 
5 has el i cd with fer: wWriry a the 


Judgecs of the Civil 


howistical 


nas Ta decades 
1} mothierat-wo was moh 
iscd for last year § comnflix 1 in f ii] 
ccrving with 34 Field Hosp i 
wi neamed fief al 


(RI 
When not in RNS uniform, (Cdr 
Kcnnecy works a5 matron al an cld 


in sowth London 


criv Care Vil ae tC 





\ Course for comfort: The final batch on asieaied warfare officers - (i to fr) Lt Cdrs Nigel Jones, 
Charles Maynard, Tim Green, Tris Kirkwood, Lts John Patterson and Philip Harper, First Officer Sam 
Shattock and Lt Cdr Colin Downs pose outside Dryad'’s famous wardroom, Southwick House, with 
dogs (I-r!!) Twinkle, Tilly, Tully, Flags and Wellington. The first three belong to Lt Cdr Maynard, Lt Cdr 
Kirkwood and Lt Patterson respectively; the last two canines were borrowed for the occasion. 








MOKE than three dccades of Naval history have 
come to pass at the former HMS Dryad with the last 
principal wartare offoers to pass out of the cstablish 
ment 


Li Cdrs Nigel Jones, Charles Maynard, Tim Green, 


Ins Kirkwood and Colin Downs, Lis John Patterson 
and Philip Harper and First Officer Sam Shattock 
RFA are the 137th and final group to be put through 
their paces at Dryad, since 1972 the home of PWO 
training, when (he Course was inaugurated. 

In battle, the PWO serves as the nght-hand man, 
or woman, to a ship's commanding officer in the 
operations room, helping them direct all aspects of a 
modern Naval battle 

PWO Course 137 — better known as the ‘Fighting 
Badgers (hence the crest) — arrived at Dryad in April 


PWO is me: Fighting Badgers 
mark end of an era at 





Iryad 


last year for 13 months of intensive tramung, finally 
passing Out on May 14 2004, with the establishment 
Already dcoommimsioned 

“We've had three babies between us, with another 
onc duc within a month — the bcad of the war officer's 
training group, Cdr Stephen Hopper, told us on day 
onc of the course thal we should make the most of the 
time and have babies,” explained Lt Harper. 

“We took him at his word. He also sand: Move 
house and build a car, and we did thal too, We reckon 
our children should be ready for PWO course 257 or 
so'” 

Three days after these cight officers passed the 
course, the first batch for the next warfarc course 
turned up at HMS Collingwood in Farcham, the new 
home of PWO instruction. 
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Dr Catherine's 
patience turns 
to quotient 








WHAT do former news oO no pressure, then’ I'm not very good at. But IC tests 
paper editor Andrew Neil. Aner a anh lime you Gon't re are not a) much atomgem c as 

alec youre on TIT you re morc whether your brain works in a ccr 
BB« newsreader L yarren focused on answering the questions tain way, Catherine explained 
jordan fasttnders lan __ intime,” Catherine explained ‘You could have knocked me 
Beale and Britain's van driv- Phe BBC turned to the RN and oul wih a wet fish when | won 
crs all har cm ci mmon? asked it to pro We three doctors Ihev'd had the spothieht snining 

Well, none of them arc as bright lor a ‘doctors tcam of more than in my face for agcs — 1 pus! wanted 

Navy medic (Catheninc Doran ~) GPs, surpeons and consultant them to turn it off. | dedn'l reales 

ron a national TV chal in a studio audience drawn from a was on mec because I'd pot the hig! 

nee testing the LIK's 10 Cross-secipon Of saccty, whic vicw csl sciowe 

in fact. most of the countrn crs al home also took part in the Ihe doctors proved the most 
ko i measure up to the surecor show, presented by fearsome quiz intelligent group in the studio, way 
culcnan mmander, currenth mistress Anne Robinson and Philip ahead of the celebs and redheads, 

rving as a surgical registrar at Schofield while the models Ired up to stere 
hmmicy Park Hospital in Surres Ihe 1Q test focused not on gen otypcs with the lowest average IQ 

( atherm walkod away from cral knowledec hike Mastermind sonore of Y/ 

piped lew the Nation shrw a Dut mental dextenty, samuilar to If vou thought Catherine's score 
{the pile, having answered /() ine challenge posed by Admiralty was a Naval blip, think agamn. [hw ; 

(pons IN a contest against fellow Interwew Board tests. It obviously residcnts of Plymouth are appar FO r ad b rocn U re call US O Tr) . 
halon irrvers, gardcncrs, tripicts proved uscful for the surgcon cu cently the thurd most intclligcnt 

Incads and models, plus a smal icnant commandcr, who notched ihe UK. (after Cardiff and Abervyst o800 3212 Ro (from the LIK on| ) 
icring of chritix ll conducted up an I() score of 143 wvih): Portamouth didn't figure un 4 " , y. | 
‘vt ' IV watched by mullrons of “I thought it was going to be a the test, but ncar neighbour South 





wer | | ra nore enowloage quis, Bennie ee ee cone a +44 20 8662 8126 (from overseas) 


. ' ith ai 


WEL FARE officer Lt Maggie K Knox's long-standing efforts to make 
life better for RN personnel and their families were ackn 

when she was nominated for an award as one of the UK's top 
public servants. 

The Portsmouth-based officer (pictured right) has served in the 
RN for 32 years, 29 of them in the Naval Families Service. 

Currently involved in Royal Marines welfare, which she has 
helped to re-organise, the lieutenant has faced a particularty 
challenging spell with the commandos involved in front-line ac- 
tion in the Middle East. 

She used her own time to individually counsel families suffer- 
ing bereavement or serious iliness - operations in Afghanistan, 
Northern Ireland and iraq have added considerably to Lt Knox's 
workload. 

The officer was nominated for the Public Servants of the Year 
awards, an event endorsed by Prime Minister Tony Blair. She lost 
out in the ‘making a difference to people category’ to a council 
employee from Camden in London. 








Thru 2 Ooi process the Mimeutry of De@ernce chose Aon ik 
ptr Lite ieee fo menses of HM Aree Forces. and thea tom 
Drtewee fhe rruvee 
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® The scenic Atlantic island of St Helena viewed from HMS Scott 


Scott of the Atlantic 


SURVEY ship HMS Scott took a 
break from charting the oceans to 
vist one of the mos! remote rslands 
in the western henusphere 

‘SI Helena, ‘last ‘home to 
Napoloon, was the unusual stop-of 
for Scott on the latest stage of her 
nammath deployment 

The Atlantic isle, pust 47 square 
miles in sie and with a populaton of 
O00. os best known as the French 
leader's ‘pmson’ from 1815 wots! hes 
death six vears later. folhlowime hos 
exile from France after defcal al 
Waterlhom 


SOM s crew took advantage of 


their bnef break to tour St Helena, 


while the stup hosted a roocplion for 
the assistant governor and farnilies of 
Service personne! living on the mland 





@ HMS Scott off St Helena 


The ship has spent the bulk of her 
deployment in the Indian Ocean 
gathering data for the sca’s mulitary 
and commercial users, before round 
ing the Cape of Good Hope to enter 
the Atlantic 

Scott stopped at Cape Town for 
seven days, allowing a working party 
from the ship to head ashore to sup 
por an ambitious community project 
m the Nyanga Township, by laying 
the foundations for a home for a fam 
ily who would otherwise be living im 
much worse conditions 

Soot left ber home in Devonport 
last November. By rotating ber crew 
of 63 — 42 sailors are aboard her at 
any one time ihe survey ship 1s 
ready for operations on more than 
0) days cach year 








THE FIRST trainees to undergo 
a revolutionary Koyal Navy 
traning programme passed into 
the Fleet at the end of last month 
Members of Cornwell and Drake 
Diviseons who make wp the 9AM 
Entry, passed in at HMS Raleigh, 
having successfully tackled the new 
and demanding course which is 
“more relevant to life at sea today.” 
Changes to the erght-week basic 
traning course have been made to 
beticr prepare individuals for their 
role in the modern Navy 
Ihe syllabus recognises that 
trainees live on a “less-formal soci 
cty” and mow focuses on harnessing 
the strengths of the individual and 
using those strengths and skills to the 
best advantage of the team 
Gone is the preoccupa- 
tion with kit checks and 
maintenance, and in their 
place is a greater focus on 
time spent on the water and 
training spree. 2200 to pro- 


The final element of the course is 
a physically and mentally-<demand 
ing military exercise, which aims to 
bring together the core clements 
learmt ower the previous cight weeks 

Cdre David Pond, Commanding 
Officer of HMS Raleigh, sax: “I 
wanted basic traming to be more 
challenging, more dynamic and more 
relevant to life at sea today 

“Turning civvies into sailors is 
one of HMS Raleigh's most impor 
tant robes 
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Eighteen stunning cutaway drawings of Royal Navy ships, submarines and aircraft, 
past and present, by internationally renowned artist Mike Badrocke. 


Originally published in Navy News, the newspaper of the Royal Navy. 
~ EU Postage £10.00 - Overseas Postage £15.00 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 — or write to: 
The Business Manager, Navy News, Portsmouth PO1 3HH 
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“We have the vital task of begin 
ning the process of changing oft 
tudes top meculcate a bedrock of 
naval cthos and self-discipline which 
are essential clements in the develop 
ment of personal fighting spirit 

“We must ensure our sailors are 
physcally and mentally prepared to 
meet the ever-increasing challenges 
om modern warfare — a complex task, 
but one im which Raleigh has a 
unique and vital role to play.” 

HMS Raleigh, at Torpoml in 
Comwall, i the Koval Navy's muitial 


traning establishment for ratings, 





igh 


Revolution 
at Ral 





providing a wide-ranging and inten 
sive Course in gencral traming 

The final military exercise will 
now imclude clemenis such as 
weapon-handling test, a simulated 
smoke walk, an endurance course 
and teamwork cxcrcrmcs 

Once finished at Raleigh the rook 
i recruits ¢o on to further traming in 
their chosen professsons SOMTIC 
such as logistics specialists and sub 
marincrs, will attend the relevant 
schools at HMS Raleigh, while oth 
ers po to traming cstablishments m 
her parts of the country 


Pras. as. 


RFA’s Mexican Wave 


A ROYAL Pileet Auxiliary tanker has 
made history by conducting a replen- 
ishment at sea (RAS) with a Mexican 
warship 

RFA Wave Ruler supplied the 
fngate AM Victona with fuel in the 
Mexican Canbbean during the auxil- 
tary s deployment as Atlantic Patrol 
Tanker (North) 


The Mexican Navy ts undergoing 
significant expansion and modern- 
sation, and a request was made for 
Bntsh assistance in training 1 rela- 
thon to the expanding navy's efficien- 
cy, and to venfy the operation and 
efficacy of their RAS equipment 

Initial traning and co-operation 
began when Wave Ruler visited the 


Rescue crew nominated 


David Cunningham for their 
efforts in a rescue which lasted 
more than seven hours in 
stormy conditions. 

Graham and David have 
already received the thanks of 
the RNLI inscribed on vellum. 

The other members of the 
helicopter crew, based at 
RNAS Culdrose in Cornwall, 
were pilot Lt Claire Donegan, 
Fit Lt Jon Everitt (RAF 
exchange), and Lt Paul Dingley. 


Boom day 
for charity 


THERE were smules all the way as 
HMS Collingwood hosted the RN 
Field Gun Competition — and gath 
ered a bumper contribution to chan 
ty 

Some 5,00 visitors to the 
Farcham traming cstablishment saw 
a host of attractpons, including para 
chutists, the Royal Arullery light 
gun display and BMX stunt bikes. 
while the site had a wide v vanety of 
stalls and sadeshows 

The laurels m the main event went 
to Portsmouth Naval Basc, who beat 
HMS Neptune's field gunners into 
second place 

Ihe host establishment s A crew 
came third, with near neighbours 
HMS Sultan A im fourth HMS 
Caledoma fifth and the Army team 
from REME sixth 

Last year some £9000) was col 
lected for chanty, and onganiescrs 
hope that thm years total may be 
twice the sure 





SEE Gaeeeld aaistelibet tha histerts Ranieuntaned at Gna BAAS) manceats Gi 
Caribbean 


port of Cozumel m May, when har- 
bour exercises involved seamanship 
skills with the RAS nig, tactical com 
munication tramnmg and command 


and control aspects — and it helped 


develop a healthy rappon between 


the RFA and Mexican sailors 

Then came the critical test 

RASing requires the ships con- 
eemed — Wave Ruler can refuel two 
ships at once, one cither sidc 
steaming close together and, while 
under way, passing the refuelling 
hose between them 

The ships then maintain parallel 
courses while the fuel is pumped — an 
operation which requires a high 
degree of scamanship 

After a couple of tentative tral 
approaches, Victona approached 
Wave Ruler, accepted the hose, con 
nected up and took on fuel m a fault 
less procedure 

The Commanding Officer of the 
Mexican fngate declared himself 
“delighted”, prarssing both his crew 
and that of Wave Ruler 
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FOR THE first time, the 
Koval Navy has worked 
with the Chinese Navy in a 
Scarch and Rescue exercise 
inthe Yellow Sea. 

ihe exercise scenario [ca 
turcad if point opcration 
between the two navies to res 
cue injured personnel from a 
stricken vesse! 

British Sup HMS Excter, the 
lyvpe 42 destroyer, and RFA Cirey 
hover, the Koval Fleet Auslimry 
inker, worked with the (Chines 
People's Liberation Army/Navy 
PLAN) shop Harbin to carry oul a 
uccessful rescuc CxAcrcm 
s belcved to be a first 
ihe (Chinese and Hrilish heli 

nicrs 1 Lynx ME &A and 
( hinese LJauphin 

1 =— 


anal ¢ ncacn mifne©r s vos i 


crossed over to 


| casualioes received medical 


Md while personm and cquip 







D-Day boosts 
hones fo 
landing ship 


Navies draw 
closer in th 
Yellow Sea 


ment transferred between the ves 
we ls 

[he British warships have visit 
ed three Chinese ports, including 
Shanghai. Hong Kong and 
Chuindao, and cach stop-on hits 
seen a warm reception from their 
( hinese hosts 

At a reception in (uimndao, 
Exeter's commanding officer Cdr 
Andrew Keed sand: ~My crew have 
had a wonderful welcome from the 
North Sea Flect Command and 
from the Government and people 
of (Quindao 

We have enjoyed this opportu 
nitv lo i a this fascinating city and 
COUNTY 

Ibe relationship between the 
wo navies on cither side of the 


lobe nas bec hn strcnethencd 
Inrowen mutual Ope Tralons hula 
ing A Pctic! underslanding 


netween the two lores and coun 


destrover and 


Ihe Iype 42 











BRTTAIN'S sole surviving landing ship which put tanks ashore on 


7,» | 


he heaches of Normandy on D-Day could be 


wave Of interest in ihe invasion 
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hip to her 1944 configuration 
(Onc of more than SU) Landing 

t fall lank. hunli to support the 

nvasion of Fortress Europe, LCT 


1/4 inc only one “till afloat 

SO important do historians 
gard het nc G6 Sica on the 
Lea rere 1 Aslor Ships 
if ke listed status for build 


hes moot Puaranice pro 


] fa a 
1 it Th l Mic L ib l 
i 1 1 L nurs [ 
, = 
| iy | ii | r fk F 
} h ri k 
| i nh, 
i, ; it | 
i | 1 i] ~~ nhnwuci 
i} ie mm i oi 7 1 
wing Ma , 
na 
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1 TEMPOR MR} splay t 


| } : i 
’ hire t Run 
~s V4 Cut 1 }* I naowtlh 
i} wa ee mmcmoratcs 
he y & miro VT mt th 
lhird Arak: i ampaign agains 
f lanancse | Burn Ly Voor 


l’sually hestomes of the war in 
Hurma focus on the Army, bul im 
ihe Arakan campaign Naval 
—_ tal 


Wweement wis Vi 
Naval ocrsonne! from Hritish 


| 

Indias ind Murmesc forces 
worked inshore or in tedal crecks 
wrwine on LMS funor launches 


ing a venety of landing crafi 
Ihe Burma Star Associalion 


bclped asscmblic the display 


restored on the 


Ihe Warship Preservation [rust 


dirkenhead, wherc visilors cal 
ok Ot her from alar, ful not hoe 
around her 

Cnty a handful of craft from the 
Normandy landings survive in UK 
Waie}©r 

Details about the restoration 
bid, presently being considered by 
the Herntaegc Lottery Fund, are 


avuilablic from the trust on U5] 
Ad) S74 


Ouistreham 
momen 


lie NORMAND" KRN/RM 


il dre. ore than a thow 
wn poopic | the Chussircnam 
nc achn Love Lis YCOr % smtecth 


anniversary celebrations 
()n June 5, Prince (haries laid a 
wreath at the KN/KM memor#ial 
Lore evel i CVEeCrerecenh 


i i P i a 
rom oak iri chee to ihc 5 Lav 


rhe 
i] 1 m 1, 

is | | 

ci WwW dVCr I nel crs i tl 

LSI] ind Landing Fat 

45s 00C ation imong numerous 


Lifelong learning 


IHI Hilds Lu y Fund have pul a 
making 
sure that future gencralons do not 
forect World War I! 

The funding will provide grants 


for school, muscums 


massive Lit) mille MT mis 


horares 
and archives to Support cducalion 
focused on World War II, cnabling 
voung? peopic to take part in 
run up to ihe Nh 
icbrathons of the 


cvcents om the 
ANMIVErsary cc 
em of the War 

For more information, tel: (45 
Tilinma 











Koval Flect Auwolmary tanker are in 
the Asia Pacific regpon fying the 
flag for the UK's commitment to 
the security and stamilitv of the 
Ara 

Next on the itimerary are vmuls 
to the distant countries of Korca, 
Russia, Japan, the Philippines and 
Brunci, before finally returning 
home to the UK near the end of 
this year 


SAVY NEWS, JULY 26M 





@ Chinese warship Harbin with Type 42 HMS Exeter in the background 
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® Aurora mirabilis: Assault ship 
HMS Albion and veteran hunter- 
killer submarine HMS Sceptre berth 
alongside the world's largest war- 
ship, USS Enterprise, in Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia and (left) *...for messin" about 
on the river’... Troops from 42 Cdo 
and 539 Assault Squadron RM on 
riverine patro/ with US forces 


Pictures by: POA(Phots) 
Paul Smith and Tam Mac- 
Donald, PO Bob Sharples, 


LA(Phots) Darren Mac- 
Donald, Billy Bunting and 
Dave Gallacher 








ee i 
»gh um the foreground Sresks 
eis ete Oe es eee 


Suthertand and RFAs Oakiea! and Fort ® Meant to be together... HMS Mariborough (foreground) 


| OBBING 1n sl 


hiring rifles 


pC 1S, 


sending patrol craft tearing up 
rivers and putting tanks ashore 
to roam around al will 

SOuUNnNGS a@ Sure-lirc way to upsell 
the natr 

Ciccpt 

[ za rk ind | ‘{ 
rines have asscmbled in and off | 7 
em scaboard of the United Mal 


the largest dcployment of Naval forces 
sance conflict in lrag 


Execrcisc Aurora reached its peak in 


mid-June as sashors, s Ae diet rs and airmect 
from near a dorcn nations did hatth 
Al th ITA inc wal 
Excrcisc Rapid Allium “Me 
Waihi iia 7 Tate. til 1 i lly 
USA 
7 ot 1 
\ | 
vw Roval Naw’'s cohanced amphitous 
rs, WI icw p HMMS Al 
hon docnoved tor the first lime si wf 
was declared ready for front-linc duties 
Sic ind belicopter carmer HMS 
Occan scrved as the springpoard for 
Inc TS SSS! 2 Wha Vee 1crrv J 


mhor bw ilanding cralit. cai King lar 4 
IVs and (hinooks 
| we fifineg Cicrcecs 


A icw fl 


allowed troops to 
I unds on land with SAM) 
rifles and artillery, while HMS 
Cornwall let mp with ber 4.5in main gun 
in firing exercises off shore. Her crew 
als took part in rapid-roping from her 
Sca Kung to ward off ‘suspicious 
threatcning the landings 
Owerhead the Sea Harners and RAI 
GR7 varnants of the jump ject based on 
HMS Invincible provided air covet 
Li (Col buster Howes, (1) of ‘2 
mando, sad the exercises had donc “a 
great deal to foster further rclatons be 
tween our corps and the US Marines 
He added: “The realistic traming my 
men underwent put them under stress 
and this brought out willpower as well as 
increasing further undcrstanding 
Phe soldiers, sailors and airmcn have 
been ‘hghting om the 
LSA. C anaca Aus 
traha and Holland arm 
Rapid Alimnoc was (he core 


The ll 


heats 


om 


iorces It 

France 
ne OLDCrs 
ol a wid 


alongside 
C perma 


er RN cxocrase. Aurora. which includes 
19 RN and KFA vessels, 5 Commando 
Hrivcade and 42 Commando, RAF Har 


ners from 3(F) Squadron and 80] Naval 
Air Squadron 
Army Challengcr 2 tanks of the Royal 
lank Regument embarked in Alon and 
were ferned ashore in ber landing craft 
It’s the first ume in a dozen years 
that tanks have been carned by a 
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it's not all work, 
work, work you 
Know... 

WORK hard, play hard. Aurora 
may be demanding for the men 
and women involved, but there 
are some belting visits to enjoy. 

Invincible made for an impres- 
sive sight, her crew in whites 
lining the decks, as she entered 

in Florida. 

HMS Cornwall stopped off in 
South Carolina to sarnple the 
colonial delights of Charleston; 
echoes of pre-independence still 
exist in the city. The frigate will 
move on to Boston before joining 
HMS Invincible in New York for 
July 4 celebrations. 

Green berets made the home 
of their US counterparts, Camp 
Lejeune in North Carolina, their 
home. The sprawling base oc- 

cupies 250 square miles, is home 
to 150,000 military and crvilian 
personnel, and generates S2bn 
for the local economy. 

Orlando, Washington DC and 
New Orieans are all lined up by 
other ships and units committed 
to Aurora. 





@ HMS Invincible's crew responded magnificently to the Daz doorstep 
challenge: Sailors line up for the carrier's entry to Mayport, Florida 


with USS Winston S Churchill cement the special bond 
between the two nations. The two ships, respectively a 
Type 23 frigate and Arleigh Burke-class destroyer, met for 
the first time during Rapid Alliance. An American officer 
will always serve in Mariborough, and Churchill will for- 
ever have a British navigator. The great 
prime minister's forebear, John Church- 
il, was made first Duke of Mariborough 
for victory at the Battle of Blenheim in 
1704. 














Rosaie 90 [her separate ways 


® Scream if you want to go faster: A rough ride for HMS 
Cornwall's sea boat and (left) Gently does it... A Harner pre- 
pares to set down on HMS Invincible’s flight deck 


@ The right stuff: Aircrew walk away from Cornwall's Sea King under a foreboding sky 
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@ (Above) Goldy and lan Addicoat in the Hangman's Cell at Devonport Naval Base - 
ing to Goldy, as “the energy in this cell was unbearable for some.” (Right and below right) Goldy and lan in the Master 
Ropemaker's House, where “doors were clearly heard slamming and footsteps heard upstairs.” 


Rescue mission 
for ‘lost souls’ 
of Devonport 


SPECIALIST investigators have gathered what they believe to be strong indica- 
tions of paranormal activity in Devonport — and the next step could be a “rescue 
mission” for lost souls roaming the historic naval base. 
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INVESTIGATIONS at Devonport reminded a 
former Blue Jacket of the strange goings- 
on at Chatham in the late 1950s - and the 
Ghost of St Mary's. 

Mick Jeffs said the RN Blue Jackets 
Band lived in the old St Mary's Barracks 
above the main base when he was billeted 
there in 1958, and everyone knew of the 
place's reputation, particularly a derelict 
building across the parade ground which 
was “definitely haunted”. 

“Each night a light could be seen shining 
from one of the upper windows and the 
single beat of a drum could be heard, yet 
daylight investigations found no sign of 
any source of light or sound,” said Mick. 

The explanation he heard was that, dur- 
ing the Napoleonic Wars, some French 
prisoners being held in the building 
planned an escape just after the midnight 








“not for the faint-hearted,” accord- 





change of watch, but a guard coming on 
duty was adrift so the man who should 
have been off watch had his throat cut and 
has haunted the place ever since. 

Mick said there were stories of various 
attempts to lay the ghost. 

“It was said that some years earlier three 
CPOs had spent the night in the building, 
found nothing, but came out with white 
hair in the morning,” said Mick. 

“And during one middle watch a guard 
on patrol in the old barracks had called 
down to the main gate for assistance. 

“The relief sent up supposedly crept up 
behind his chum and tapped him on the 
shoulder - whereupon he dropped dead.” 

Mick said the ghost was not openly dis- 
cussed, but most band members believed 
there was something in it - in the evenings, 
few would dare going out to the heads 
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alone; “if a request for a companion went 
unanswered, the neecly one crossed his legs 
until someone else wanted to go.” 

Mick added that “the field gun crews 
(who trained there) were just as nervy as 
the Blue Jackets.” 

Mick had his own terrifying experience 
one evening when returning to the bar- 
racks after a NAAFI club dance. 

His mate failed to turn up to meet him at 
the main gate, so Mick climbed the steps 
up to St Mary's on his own. 

“It was pitch dark, and as | made my way 
slowly down between the two huts some- 
thing grabbed my neck. 

“I would have screamed if | hadn't been 
throttled. | stumbled around clutching my 
sore throat, fumbled for my cigarette 
lighter, flicked it on and found | had walked 
into a dhobey [washing] line.” 
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Ihe Master Ropem iKeT Hirwpss 
‘lands wn the area designated as pas 
Of the site to he developed hi 
Visitors Centre an integral part 
ine Diueprimt which will provide a 
noOwCase for the social, military and 
noustnial hentarve of the South Yard 
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Cheers to late beers in dockyard 


VISITORS to Portsmouth’s his Ihe attractions will remain 
[ lockyard will be able to wan closed im the cvenings, bul the sitc 
round thc site bong into the iiscii will be open, as well as the 
on a regular basis from pub —the Salmaker s Arms. Entry 
w On to the vard is free charecs are 

c arrival of a pub signals lat only made to visit the attractions 
wht opening for the first tome Ihe addition of the public howse 
mi? maritime cvents such ‘part of an overhaul of eatery ¢s 


6m the Internathonal Festrval of the tablshments in the vard: a Roux 


Sca and Tall Ships race Express Caf¢ — inspired by famous 
Ihe histone dockyard has tradi chef Albert Roux — and a sandwich 
Honally Closed when the muscums bar, plus a play area for three to 


and ships have shut to visitors at 
the end of the working day 


ll-vear-olds have replaced former 
catering facilitres 
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‘Granite city stop 
| provides break 


for HMS Portland 


rYPE 23 frigate HMS Portland 
travelled a long way from home for 
her first visit to the Scottish port of 
Aberdecn 

Ihe Devonport-based warship 
stopped off twice in the space of 
a week as she took a break from 
hectic training cxercises around the 
UK. 

Portland, the ae of 16 

| 





Duke-class warships built for the 
RN since the late 1980s, has spent 
most of 2AM4 operating off the 
western coast of Scotland 

“It's been a welcome opportu- 
nity for my ship's company and | 
to sample the delights of the re- 
bine coast hospitality and 
io take the chance for various 
exercise briefings to take place,” 
sand Portland's CO Cdr Steve Al 
len. “Evervone had been looking 
forward to Visiting a City with such 
strong scalaring links.” 


HMS KING GEORGE 








HMS Bangor’s return to the 
fleet was heralded by the flute- 
playing of her commanding 
officer, Lt Cdr David Wilson. 

Lt Cdr Wilson, who has been 
playing the flute since child 
hood, accompanied the ship's 
company as they sang the Naval 
hymn dunng the rededication of 
the Sandown-class minchunter in 
Portsmouth Naval Base 

Dunng the ceremony Li Cdr Wil 
eon said: “We have ecmereed from 
upkeep a more capable warship 
and it's the result of your hard 
work and dedication and thank you 
lor all.” 

Ihe shup has been in an upkeep 


pero since December last year, 


HMS Newcastle's crew carried out 
the final wishes of former sailor 
Raymond Wood by scattering his 
ashes in the Mediterrancan 

Mr Wood's daughter Mclanic 
and her partner Andrew Isher- 
wood joined the destroyer's crew 
on the flight deck for a committal 
ceremony in the Bay of Naples as 
the Geordic Gunboat sailed on 
the latest stage of her anti-terror 
patrol with NATO forces (pictured 
above ) 
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start to 
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followme on from the Sandown’'s 
record [(}-month deployment to the 
Coulf during the war against Saddam 
Hussein 

Ihe overhaul im Portsmouth pro 
vided the first break for crew alter a 
hectic programme. Not content with a 
tour of duty in the Gulf, Naval headers 
disso sent Hangor — affiliated with the 
namesake town wn Northern Ireland 

to London for the DSE!I defence ex 
hibition last autumn, before returning 
to the Solent for the revamp 

HMMS Bangor im the first Sandown 
class mune countermeasures vessc! to 
he refitted m Portsmouth by FSL., the 
Naval base repair organisation 

Her refit has included the istal 
lation of Navystar communications 
sysiem and a Precise Fixing System 
It ~) 

Her rededication 
| Ceremony el crim 
ducted by Chaplain 
of the Fleet, the Ven 
Barry Hammett, before 
the assembled ship's 
company and the ship's 
sponsor Lady Spencer 

Ihe MCMV's pro 
frammc for the rest 
om the year includes 
route survey Opcnal pons 
around the WK. and 
traming cicrcies such 
as a Jont Maritime 
Course off Scotland 

HMMS Hangor can 
he found at Piywmouth 
Navy Days at the cnd of 
AUP US 





Mr Wood joined the Fleet Air 
Arm in 1947 as an aircraft me- 
chanic and Icft in 1969 as a CPO) 

His service took him to Singa- 
pore and Malaysia, and cape cially 
the Mediterranean, with Naples 
and Malta being particularly popu 
lar with the senor rating 

Mr Wood died carlicr thr vear 
and despite having left the RN 
iS years ago, spoke fondly of his 
service and the camaraderse he 
enjoyed 
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Nice flares: One of HMS Cornwall's ratings 





lets loose with a 


20mm gun during exercises with the US Navy of the eastern 
seaboard of the United States during the RN's summer deploy- 
ment, Exercise Aurora. If you look carefully you can see the 
20mm round heading for the target flares. 


Picture PO Bob Sharples 
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MST months after 
descended to her watery home, the 
former HMS Scvyila is surpassing 
CAPCCTAINONS 48 4 tourist! attraction 
the Leander-class 
Ingate, scuttled off Whitsand Bay 
in (oral! af ihe cond of March. 
say after just two months on the 
scabed, Scvila has drawn the same 
number of vistors to the area as in 
the first sax months of last vear 

he National Marine 
\quarnum, in charge of the Sceylla 
iuficial project, cstimatcd 


that sinking the ship as a divers 


inred she 


Hasasecs iv] 


reel 


ittrachon would pump £1lm into 
ihe local cooOnoOmy every vear 
Kame (oastwatch, which 


oords the number of boats in the 
irca of the recf, UN) howts 
were over the wreck in Mav and 
4) in April. Diving activity in 
*cvila’s area has increased 200) per 
cent since she was sunk 
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t in 





These truly are staggcring 
numbers, sand Melanic Cowie of 


the NMA 

“We're confident that this will 
have a strong economic benefit on 
all types of businesses, from the 
diving industry to shops and 
accommodation providers 

“Divers need not be deterred by 
the large volume of people explor 
ing Scylla's intricate decks — when 
she Was an opcrational warship, 
shc was home to morc than 240 
service personne! at anv one time.” 

Beyond the increase in activity 
im the human kind, the dream of 
SCvila turning mito an underwater 
haven for marine life looks to be 


turning to fruition 
Divers have reported ballen 
wrasse, pollark, cod, bib and even 


basking sharks swimming around 


the {rigatc's passageways 





@ Submarine to Scylla, page 19 


Navy Days — bigger 


and better than ever 





ihe biggest 
KR Calendar 
in (two months away 
he three-day spectacular 
Vi August Hank Holic: i’ weeke nal 
will he the first chance the public 
has to see the RN's new amphibi 
8 forces al full strength 
Hehcopte Carrick HMS Occan 
ind new assault ships Bulwark and 
Alon will be together for the first 
me in Devonport 
Ihe displays planned for the 
show will be on a far grander scale 
an before. More than 20 
maault craft, including hovercraft 
plus hehcopters and Albion will all 


pubic cvent im the 
Navy Davs 


s le +s 


Lwef 


ony 


CVel 


n mcd in the chief display rr 
Les im phithcvus assault 
(Mher ships cipecicd to he pre 


ni 


1 arc HMS Norfolk. Montros« 
ind EMS Trenchant 


plus forcign 


sy iIrshipns from Cocrmanyv, Holland 
il It Tie 
\ Ln cw [cature will fhe 
fully d transport links 
- pwith public transport 


Plymouth city centre and park and 
ride to accommodate the expected 
20.000 visitors cach day 

~~ Days in Plymouth 
been running since 197! then 
nown as Navy Weeks More 
dctails at the RN main website 


Senior reservist 
drops in on Eagiet 


THE MOST 
Reservists, Major General His 
(srace the Duke of Westminster 
paid a visit to the Royal Naval and 
Roval Marines Reservists at the 
Roval Naval HO Mersevside in 


Liverpool 


have 





scnior man among 


Ihe Duke. in his role as 
Assistant Chicf of Defence Staff 
(Reserves and Cadets), saw the 


Liverpool Reservists put through 


thei pee cs 


Ihe Duke himself has heen a 
embcr of the Territornal Army 
Log LIVWcT Ld wears 
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FANTASTIC NEW BOOK BY 
JOHN THOMSON (ex R.N.) 
WAR - FICTION 

TELLS IT LIKE IT WAS, REFLECTING 
THE EXUBERANCE AND RESOURCEFULNESS 
OF THE TYPICAL BRITISH SAILOR. 
THE TALE ISTOLD WITH PACE AND 
HUMOUR, BUT THERE IS TRAGEDY. 

BUY ONLINE OR AT MAJOR 


_www.john-thomson. co.uk 


The Association of 
Navy Officers 











Formerty of Pi 


S22 


WTiamoutn Horn 


died Forres 1997 or his wife 


Muriel Yeats. please get in touch 


(Possibly served in the ARK ROYAL! 
Box Number NWN-1 


All rephes will be answered 



















Mooetty The Guren 
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PMiemberthup benefits include 


ln addition to being a leading charity 
for officers and their depend- 
ants, ARNOis a membership 
association which is open to serving 
and retired commissioned officers of 
the RN, RM, QARNNS, former 
WRNS and their Reserves. The 
association has 9.550 members for 
whom it provides financial, social, and 
other advantages, the financial alone 
giving savings which substantially 
exceed the annual subscription (£1! 2 
per annum or £180 for Life) 


Tel: 020 7402 5231 

Fax: 020 7402 $533 

e-mail: ARNO@eurosurt.com 
www. eurosurt_com ARNO 


TO: MEMBERSHIP seCRETAN 140 10 | 
Aecie oere! re deta out SST ose 


Many trade discounts including 
RAC membership at £43 per 
year - Europe wide cover 

A theck colourful Vear Book 

A list of members rames 
addreiset and interetts 

(ano ivadlable online by vecure 
rears | 

Free financial, legal and property 
achece 

A mail redirection facility 

A free “home exchange’ facility 
A uniforms and swords for wile 
and wanted facortry 

Sword knots at a fraction of the 
normal price (£15) 

Use of the Naval Club in Maytaw 


and much more 
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| All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit | 








@ Glorious weather... even before she got 
to north Africa: Liverpool in the shadow 
of Dartmouth'’s world-renowned Britannia 
Royal Naval College 








on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt 


PYeee | ee) V0.0), ae ae wl eee 


dependents plus ex. serving personne! and R.N.A. members | 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 


their families and | 


FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 


competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, 
| Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an | 


ideal facility. 


itoelellile| 


Royal Fleet Club 


Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


| a MOUT 
LADY 
HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 
100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose! 
HMMS Warrior 
Museurns all on doorstep 
22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles doubles twins + 
farnily rooms, colour T.¥., 
Tea*Coffee facilities, free house 


Tel: 023 9287 0505 


CANTERBURY HOTEL 
SOU THSEA 


inferhr uryhoteler OMe vPPE 


i RES! 


«Room Bed & Greaktast from 
£72 50 a might 
* Modern, Comfortable 
| Accommodation Close to Sea Front 
«70 En-Suite Rooms Available 
* Book Online 
Group Discounts Available 
Of Road Car Parking 


RVATIONS |] 
(12.3 9229 31.36 — 023 9282 1508 | 








The Beeches Guest House 


OPEN ALL VEAR 


= A 
> Citadel Kowal | hie 
ivncauth Il | FHI 


Osmond Gue. Sl House 


‘ ‘ qc 
i. Phy a Street Le cf Pili 


# O1752 229705 


skfast from CIVA-£25.00) | 





ASHGROY I HOTEL 


* Family ron Ho close to 
amcnifica @ All sat ns Enm- Suite 
* ¢ olowr TV & Complimentary 


I 
Tat oft 


* Swon-Stmoking batahlihbmerni 
718 Citadel Road, The Hoe, Plymouth 


Tel 017527 664046/769074 
Fax: 017527 7527112 
E rmail AshgroveHo@aol com 











PLYMOUTH | 


nr wSajron! 


LZO0pp 
Caraneal Hotel 
12-14 Poer St. West Ho 


& Plymouth: 
Cc hester (suest House 


01752 663706 


a5 8 


| B&B from (15 





Jw PROPERTY LETTING 


PROPERTIES IN SCOTLAND 
Do you have properties 
sitting vacant? 
if so call JMD as we have 
potential tenants 


tel: O1T456 Gol 2/2 


Ww. JMC proper yrenring.co.uUr 


‘Comfortable - B&B 


accommodation 
Gosport in the sunny south 


Spacious and Newly 


refurbished 


Good home cooked food 
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Tel. 02392 589 713 


@® (Left) Two hot, sticky smelly creatures... and a couple 
of camels: MEMs Scarff and Plummer get the hump and , . 
(below) For some reason this pictured was captioned ‘Silly ‘ 
hats’: Liverpool's crew try to keep the sun off their heads 












WEERLY JUL 


Liverpool crew ‘kech in 
on Morocca 


CARPETS, camels, couscous, concubines 
and Casablanca all made for an eventful 
visit to Morocco for the crew of HMS Luiv- 
erpool. 
iverpool put into Casablanca to coincide 

with Armed Forces Minister Adam Ingram s 
visit to Morocco to re-affirm Britain's ties with 
the north African country and the KN’s links 
with its Moroccan counterpart 

While most of the ship's company remained with 
the Type 42 destroyer, a [cow managed to get away to 
experience the ‘real Morocco 

After a four-hour bus trek snaking through the 
Atlas Mountains in temperatures nudging ™ C., 
a group of ratings and ther guide finally reached 
Marrakech — known as the [Imperial 
lown of the Kingdom 

“The first thing to stnke you was 
absolute chaos. Donkeys, pc 
destrians, traffic of every descrip 
tion seemed to merge 
together — the person 
who had the loudest 
horn seemed to have 
the right of way,” sad 
PO(MEA) Bunny 
Warren 

Ihe sailors made 
a bee-linc for Marra 
kech’s legendary Kas 
bah market to snap 
up carpets, traditional 
dress of kaftans and 
fez, and local herbal 
remedies for every ail 
i ment (they probably 

caused a few too) 
Exhausted by hag 
gling, MEMs Plummer 
and Scarff voluntecred 
lor cxrifa sta time On 
the ‘ships of the desert 

bul were disappoint 
ed to learn thal a came! 
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riche cin t pualify 
them for the 





cnc i 
ervypce ol sca TS 
lhe touwrsm com 


unued with traditponal 
cnicrlainment of men 
on horschack folk 
music and belly danc 
crs 

Ihe fiving visil to 
Marrakech 
with a tour of Bahia 
Palace, until 41) years 
ago home of the rul 
crs harem and concu 
bines 

Ihe Moroccan Icader traditionally had 25 wives 
and up to 50 concubines 


“Everybody agreed that it was a truly re- 
markable place, but we were happy to re- 
turn to Liverpool,” said Bunny. 

The North African visit has capped a memorable 
spring for Liverpool, which visited Dartmouth be 
fore heading south 

The Type 42 destroyer anchored within sight of 
the town's illustrious KN Collegc, home to officer 
training. for a ceremonial visit to allow townsfolk, 
children, students and dignitaries to see the ship 

and allow ratings to look around the officers coun 
terpart to HMS Raleigh 

Phe ship hosted tours by local x hoolchildren and 
RN veterans, while crew cnjoyed the hospitality of 
the town in the evenings and Liverpool herself was 
iluminated 

Under glornous skies, ber football and cricket 
teams gave the college sides a lesson in age and cx 
perience; other sailors borrowed BRNC's yachts to 
ec) §3 uiling or troticd off on decp ae | ishing (rips. 

[he visit to the south coast town provided some 
light relicf after a busy week in the Channel assisting 
Flag Officer Sea Training in a “Thursday War’ 

Flicrs from 702 NAS also made use of Liverpool 
conducting landing training in their Lynxes on her 
flightdeck 
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UNION JACK 
CLUB 


Opposite Waterloo Main Line 

Station and ideal location for 

visiting the London Eye, imax 

cinema and all the attractions 
of central London. 

Wide range of bedrooms 
continually being improved to 
suit all tastes and budgets 
TV and telephone now in 
all en-suite bedrooms 
| Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty 
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le Family rooms available 

« Close to seafront + shops 

i H/C. Tea+Coffee, TV. All Rooms 

Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker 
Both Ex-Navy 

Tel: 01803 295350 
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For more information contact: 
Reservations Office 
UNION JACK CLUB 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 
Fax: 020-7620 0565 
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BRRITTANY, SEAR EEDON. 
L_arg house converted to maxier 
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Dumbarton Tourist attraction takes a dive 


Castile is 
ready to 
head south 


STALWART patrol ship HMS 
Dumbarton Castle is gearing up for a 
mM life after a substantial 
she s re-dedscated 


iresan lease 
overhaul 
(his trawl th 


tale (Pa 


ihe -.- year-old warstup has spent 
the past nine months in Rosyth where 
engineer have fitted new docsel gen 
cTalom, more powertul cranes to hows 
and lower improved RIB seaboats 
into and owt of the water, and have re 
built her punor raies mess m a £Sm 
package of improvements 

Dumbarton Casth slipped hack 
nto Portsmouth last month ahead of 
ihe ceremony on July 16 

The ship takes it in turns with HMS 
Loeds Castle, three years af a time, to 
serve as the Falklands guardship 

When not m the South Atlantic, 
the Castle class ships are given an 
overhaul hence Dumbarton 
Castle's refit and jo mine 
counter-measures vessels on patrols, 
serving as a ‘mother’ ship 

“She's looking good and perform 
ing well.” sand Commanding Officer 
Lat Cdr John Garratt. “We're looking 
forward to putting ber through her 
paces during intensive sea training.” 

The improved accommodation 
aboard — the ship has a complement 
of 5S] — has gone down well with 
crew. “It's more spacious allowing 
more people to socialise and it's 
more homely something really 
important when we're away from 
home,” saxi MEM Jess Owen. 

The ship is due to sail south in 
Augusl 


Royals deploy 
AS NAVY News went to press, 40 
Commando Royal Marines was 
Marting to deploy to Irag as part of 
the rowtine adjustments to British 
forces un the Gulf 

Announcing that the Commando 
would deploy in the latter part of 
June, completing the handover in 
md-July, Defence Secretary Geoff 
Hoon sad the Royals will replace 
the Royal Highland Fusiliers, help 
ing support lragi security forces dur- 
ing the carly stages of the Transition 
penad and protecting essential infra- 
structure over the summer months 


MT ontent wih producing 
~orthermn Europe's first sunken reef 
the National Marnnc Aguarimmm is 


sory lo offer tours! trips to sea in 
a submarine 

Ihe Plymouth organmalion was 
responsibte for converting the former 
Leander-class HMS Sevila 
and sinking her in Whitsand Bay car 
ber this year as a reef for marine 
creatures for divers to explore 

Their next project is 4 six-man 
submanmc — the first of its kind on the 


imnvgale 


work wich can ¢ 1 Diowre ihe sea 
bod off the West Country 

Named Alicia after the Amencan 
owners daughter, the purpose-built 
submannc has been developed im 
Pivmouth at Marlin Submarines 

Ihe vVesse! will he of 15 
1].2m long, and powered by diesel 
clectnc motors. it will be able to take 
louwrists and researchers lo a depth iol 
OS metres and can stay submerged 
for up to eight hours, travelling al a 
speed of 5 knots submerged 


Lonnie. 


The passenger section of the pres 
cure hull i a 135m transparent 
actyle sphere, offering the prospect 
m a spectacular all-round view 

lt has taken three years to design 
and build as a jount project between 
the Aquanum, an 
Marlin Submarines and consultants 
Sylvia Earle and Don Walsh 

It is hoped the submarine will be 
available for tourrst use by the mad 
dle of this month, after a scientific 
expedition, and the Aquanum will 


Amcncan inves. 


operate it for | 2 months 

Regular excursions are planned to 
sce Scylla on the sea bed, lasting 
about an hour and taking im the 
wreck of the James Egon Layne as 
well, but the submarine can be 
booked for other trips, mcluding cor 
porate hospitality functions 

Pickets will be available from the 
Aquanum, and demand is already 
hugh. For further developments, see 
the National Marine Aquanum web 
site al wow nafonal-aquarium co wk 


Candidates must now 





A NEW regulation ts to be intro- 
duced which stipulates that pro- 
motion and advancement will be 
dependent on a person being ‘in 
date’ for their RN Fitness Test. 

The new rule comes into force on 
January | 2005 on the direction of 
Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral Sir 
James Burnell-Nugent 

The Director of Naval Physical 
Traming and Sport, Capt Paul 
Docherty, said: “For over a year 
everyone in the Royal Navy has been 
required to take an annual fitness test 
- the RNFT — to maintain a general 
level of fitness commensurate with 
the potential demands of Service life. 

“Personal fitness and the monitor- 
ing and delivery of the fitness of those 
under one's command are classic 
lustrations of the execution of pood 
leadersiup. This is why the Second Sea 
Lord has directed that from January | 
2005 promotion and advancement is 
to be dependent on personne! being 

‘in date’ for the RNFT 

“This new regulation recognises 
that the fitness of our people is a major 
msuc, not just on health grounds. but 
because of its clear linkage to 
Operational Contnbuton in mamtam- 
img a Navy that os “fit to fight".” 

‘In date’ for the RNFT means that 
on the date of promotion, an mndivid- 
ual has passed the RNFT in advance 
of his or ber next annual test date. 

Those not ‘in date’ will not be pro- 


be fit fo 





moted unless there are overriding 
Service reasons, such as medical or 
operabonal exemptions 

Rules (including cxceptional 
waivers) are being developed to cater 
for a vanety of circumstances. 

In such cases a waiver may be 
applied with the Naval Secretary’ s 
approval — and subsequent success at 
the KNFT will tigger the award of 
backdated semornty and pay 

“Being ‘im date’ for the RNFT is a 
good imdication of an individual's 
commilment, attitude, fitness to fight 
and thus his of her leadership quali- 
ties,” said Cagt Docherty. 

The incluson of waivers for those 
with genuine reasons means that the 
only people to be denied promotion 
will be “those who have failed to 
exhibit the appropriate effort,” he 
added 


@ 100 trainee RN engineers took the 
RNFT en masse in a demonstration 
of the flexibility of testing facilities. 

The students of Thunderer 
Squadron pounded the track of HMS 
Temeraire under the cyes of PT staff 
and RNFT Officer Lt Tex Marshall 

The enght who failed were invited 
unto Tex's office where they were 
reminded of thew obligations and 
allotied remedial traming packages 
endorsed by the Institute of Naval 
Medicine. 

Asimuilar mass test was carned out 
by HMS Exeter on deployment for 
almost 180 of her ship's company 





© Fusion dnd Blincto of ten ahints eompeey tne tho danke GEGEN Dadi itn an 
eventful Families Day trip down Loch Long 


Assault rounds off blithe day 


IT was a blithe day in minehunter HMS Blyth for 
families and friends - once crew had seen off a 
full-scale attack on the ship, and rescued a 


stricken sailor. 


eae eee ee 


Royal Marines In rigid 


With that drama over, another began; PO(D) 
‘Dixie’ Dixon admirably played the role of man 
overboard, winched to safety by a Sea King from 


| 


! 
! 
: 
: 
; 
3 





© Two members of Thunderer Squadron at HMS Temeraire during 
Picture: POPPHOT) Gary Dawes (251) 


their RN Fitness Test 


Historic 


arms is secured 


THE COAT of arms of James. 
Duke of York, as Lord High 
Admiral has been secured for the 
National Maritime Muscum at 
Greenwich following a contnbu 
ten of £15,000 from the Society 
for Nautical Research's 
Macpherson Endowment Fund 

The coat of arms (night) is 
now on publc display at the 
Queen's House, Greenwich. It 
measures Rhom by S/cm and is 
carved in limewood, possibly by 
Griniing Cubbons., bears 
traces of gilding 

Roger Quarm, of the museum, 


ancl 


OF 


ribbon based on the original 


DON" T MIS 


once. 


TRAFALGAR 


To commemorate the bicentenary of the Battle of 
Trafalgar and the death of Admiral Lord Nelson, 
THE NELSON SOCIETY is producing, in a strictly 
limited edition of 2000 worldwide, « facsimile of 
the large Naval Gold Medal awarded posthumously to 
the Admiral. This iaswe will consist of 300 in 18ct 
Gold, 1000 in Silver gilt, al) of which will be 
hallmarked 2005, and 700 in Bronze gilt. The 
medals will be presented in a high quality case 
complete with one metre of specially commissioned 


‘STH 






coat of 


sand of os “an extremely rare 
tem , adding “there ms nothing 


clee like it on the collectron. and 
no OherTs are recorced.~ 
James became Lord High 


Admural at the restoratpon of hes 
brother, Charles I], in 1660. and 
m %I665 he commanded the 
English fleet against the Dutch at 
the Battlh of Lowestoft. which 
ihe Caring CoOMmmcmoraics 

lis sive and quality suggests it 
was made for the dining room of 
a large shop of royal yacht used 
or built during James's tenure of 
whech cnded in 1673 
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Walkers 
follow in 
footsteps 
of heroes 


IN DECEMBER 1942? ten Royal 
Marines Commandos disem 
barked into five canoes from the 
submarine HMS Tuna at the 
mouth of the Gironde 

wo Cam ses mack a successful 
attack on shipping in Bordeaux 

Of the commandos, two drowned 
in the tidal races of the Gironde, six 
were captured, tortured and shot, 
despite being im uniform, and two 
escaped to Bntain via Spain, with 
the help of the French resistance 

As the canoes were called cockle 
boats, the attack — officially Operation 
Frankton, became better known as the 
Cockleshell Heroes ras. 

June 2002 saw the official opening 
of the Grande Route (long distance 
footpath), followimg the track taken 
by the two successful escapees, Maj 
Blonde Hasler and Mne Bill Sparks. 
from Blaye to Ruffec. 

On June 10 this year, five sections 
of the route were followed by 100 
English and French walkers, as we'll 
as others walking the whole distance. 

Conditions were perfect — better 
than those in December 1942, when 
the escapees had endless rain, lack of 
food, and enemies al every turn. 

The crew of one of the two canoes 
which succeeded im the attack, Cpl 
Laver and Mne Mills, were heading 
across country to Ruffec but were 
arrested by French police and handed 
to the Germans, who later shot them. 

In a possibly unique French event, 
the Mayor Monlicu La Garde had 
their names inscribed on the official 
French War Memorial. and the 
plaque was formally unveiled 

From Britain, two of Cpl Laver's 
sisters, a nephew and great niece, 
were present, with a strong represen- 
taon from serving and ¢cx-serving 
Royal Marines from Poole 

In the Maine, the Anglo-French 
Frankton Souvenir group which had 
Organised the event, had mounted an 
exhibition describing Operation 


Frankton. Souvenir in this context 
means a formal memory 

Anyone wishing to take part in 
future events can contact Frankton 
Souvenir either through Capt John 
Lamuth RN on 05 4907 7125, or M 
Franco Konner on (5 4578 269!) 


Te 


To obtain a detailed prospectus and register your interest in this strictly limited 
edition, please write to The Sales Manager, The Nelson Society, PO Box 232, 
Billingshurst, RH14 9WJ or fax: 01403-782496, or visit www.nelson-society.org.uk 
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NEWSVIEW 
Unifying forces 
come together 


™™® ESPITE all the underlying media beefs about the 
[) etcc of the aftermath of the war to depose Saddam 
Hussein on the cohesion of the NATO alliance, the 
spirit of reconciliation was strongly evident at the D-Day + 
60 commemorations, implicit in the presence of German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder 
On July 2 Navy News is due to celebrate its own 50th 
anniversary at a lunch attended by the Commander-in-Chief 
Fleet — and representatives of the navies of no less than 1/ 
countries, invited for no other reason than thal these have 
all featured recently in the paper, taking part in joint ven- 
tures that in one or two cases would have been unthinkable 
just a decade or SO ago 
Around that time, the then First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Julian Oswald outlined a new approach to the Royal Navy's 
role — as part of a global police force, countering the prob- 
lems of drug trafficking, terronsm and piracy 
Since then, all those problems have steadily increased, 
but there are signs that his vision is Coming true, as witness 
the close co-operation between many navies in combating 
these several evils, which in any case affect us all 
Thus it may be that the world’s religious and political 
extremists, as well as criminal elements motivated simply by 
greed, may ironically succeed in uniting all who oppose 
them 
Ronald Reagan was likewise a unifying force — and the 
old Hollywood showman could hardly have timed his pass- 
ing better. He was widely respected, perhaps most of all for 
his optimism and his ability to make his fellow travellers feel 
good about themselves again, which some now say made 
him the most popular US President of the past century 
That feel-good factor had much to do with the way he 
enshrined old-world values, which were so obviously, and 
perhaps surprisingly, appreciated by the many young peo- 
ple who turned out in force to applaud the dwindling band of 
survivors of the greatest seaborne operation in Mmstory (one 
almost entirely mounted by British and Canadian warships, 
let US Say again) 


danger whose moral values were as apparent {0 pasi 
generations as to present ones 

Moral certainties are currently in short supply, partly 
because they are much more open to media debate in time 
of conflict than they once were, which is maybe no bad thing 
in communities that like to call themselves democraces 

But 60 years ago they were clear enough to the mostly 
very young people who took part in the D-Day landings 

Thew counterparts today, who have been Gepioyed in just 
the few opening years of the new millennium in such wide 
soread areas of trouble ano contention as [ne Aalkans. 
Alohanistan, Sierra Leone, East Timor, Somalia and iraq 
know that the old quard is Denind them ali the way 

And, as our reporter at D-Day+60 (himsell a first-hand 
witness of several of these operations) has noted, the cur- 
remt crop of Servicemen and women (most of them young 
people under 25) feel just the same about them, too. They 
wanted to be there for them at Normandy, not out of duty, 
but for “honour and privilege” 

Outside of the Armed Services, there can be very few 
groups in our society today where the generations come so 
closely together in mutual understanding and respect 


Te had been a ‘crusade’ agains! a clear and present 
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‘You had to shout “Up spirits!” instead of “Is anybody there?” and look what sort of response we get!’ 


RNR beats th 
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ORE than 150 reser- 
JR vists from the 
, Birmingham RNR 


unit HMS Forward marched 
through the UK’s second city 
after receiving its Freedom. 

All come from the local area 
and are in full-time civilian 
employment 

They were accompanied by the 
Band of the Royal Marines as they 
made their way to the Council 
House on Colmore Row 

Here they formed up for the 
parade on Victona Square to await 
inspection by the Lord Mayor, Cllr 
John Alden 

The Freedom of the City was 
awarded to the unit in recognition 
of the significant contnbution i 
had made to Birmingham and the 
Royal Navy over many years. 

After the inspection, the parade 
marched through the city centre 
with colours flying, drums beating 
and bayonets freed. 

Said Commanding Officer Cdr 
Steve Collins: “To be awarded the 
Freedom of the City ts a great hon 
our and we are extremely proud to 
be reoognised in this way 

“Even though the city ms so far 
from the sca, Birmingham has 
strong maritime links and the 
Royal Navy and Naval Keserves 
have always recruited well here.” 

Personne! from HMS Forward 
have lately served in the Balkans 
and the Middle East. Last year 
over 125 of them paraded before 
the Prince of Wales on Horse 
Guards Parade to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Royal Naval 
Reserve 


























@ ‘How did you get ai! those medais then?’ A 
scrutinises a Campbeltown crewman'’s Gittering array 
and (right) Honour guard: Campbeltown 


Sl ipeutiiner Gi ear the 


All JORS 
young, past and 
present paid an 
emotional — and, 
for some, final — visit to the 
beaches as the Free World 
remembered the sacrifices 
made 6() years ago in the 
D-Day landings 
From the Cotentin peninsula in 
the west to Cacn in the cast vetcr- 
ams of Normandy returned to the 
& for the 60th anm- 
versary of the invasion of occupied 
»— the last official com- 
memorations of the operation. 

Y were accompanicd on 
land, at sca and in the air by the 
men and women of the Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines, from the high- 


est in rank to the youngest recruits 
fresh out of training. 


old and 








a ates 
of medals 


NAVY 


NEWS JULY JM 


A NATION REMEMBERS 
OPERATION NEPTUNE 





Their names carved in history by what they did in the 
summer of 1944, veterans of Normandy returned to 
the beaches for the final official commemorations of 


D-Day. RICHARD HARGREAVES joined them. 
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Ivpe 22 frigate HMS Camphe!l 
town served as the flagship for First 
Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West 

Admiral! Wesl pn ined the Iie 
ates crew to greet veterans as thev 
stepped off a ferry, bound from 
Portsmouth to QOuistreham. on 
June 5 ahead of international scr 
lees on D-Day itself 

Tie ferry. Normandie. was 
Shepherded across the Channel! by 
HMS Gloucester, which broke off 
with other Allicd warships to take 
up position off Arromanches for 
ceremonies on Junc 6. 

HMS Campbcltown had sailed 
mito Caen through the narrow canal 
linking the city with the Channel at 
Qustirecham on June 3, followed 
the next day bv RFA Sir Percivale 

Crew and Roval Marines of | st 
Assault Group accompanied the 
Prince of Wales and merchant sea 
men in Ouistnrcham before the vet 
crams arrival, pl. inting a tree at the 
town's memorial 

Although these were forma! 
Occasions (ampbecliown's crew 
formed a guard of honour = the 
ships Commanding Officer Cadi 
Bruce Williams encouraged his 
sailors tO mingle with the veterans. 

‘Everyone was moved by the 
experience and in awe of the veter- 
ams aclons,” he said. 

“Some of the tales were harrow- 
ing. but they were all told with a 
calm acceptance.” 
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(apt Paul Fitzpatrick, of Ist As 
sault Grroup RM which sailed wit! 
sf Diredinnl sdded: “Must 


nen who went were aged betwee: 


s na ™) it a, hc i ere 
Ortunitvy for them to think al 
cxactiv what these veterans did | 
Las 


The sailors and commandos rr 
turned to Ourmtrcham on the morn 
ing of June 6 for a service alongside 
the Normandy Veterans’ Associa 
tion. Capt Williams, Sir Percivale's 
Capt Nigel Jones and Lt Gen Rob 
Fulton RM laid wreaths 

Sadly not ewery veteran of Nor 
mandy was able to return across 
the Channel, s in their honour 
Campoecliown had invited them ti 
tour the ship before she sailed | 
COMMe Morales 

Among those who took up the 
Miter was fed Hoskin, a 78-vear 
“a former sick berih attendant 
who served aboard the PCN La 
ship Tegyka during the Normand, 
Andings 

AnV veteran you falik to hws f 
story of Dravery to tell that | don't 
think anyone can quite conceive of 
in this country today,” he said 

After an unforgettable week 
end in Normandy, at the very |cast 
there arc a few hundred H#ritish 
sailors and Marines who have 
grcaicr understanding of what 
took to liberate Europe all thos 
Vears ago 


FREELANDER RANGE FROM £11,735 ON THE ROAD 
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Call our ceaic ated Military Saies team 
for more details or to book a test drive 


0870 905 57 
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Car shown is a Freelander 5Dr HSE at £18, 124. 
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IT wasn't just the might of today's surface forc- 


es which paid homage to the men of Normandy, 
writes Phil Wilcox 


At 67, MTB 102 -in 1944 the Army tar 
ing vessel Vimy, but with her number proud- 
ly painted on her huil — is slightly younger than 

most Overlord veterans. 


Ruan Gm boraiiet teteg the fiie ter Giee 
events alongside that other veteran of Nor- 

mandy, cruiser HMS Belfast, 102 headed to 
peri in Portsmouth - formerly HMS Ver- 

- to join the small ship flotilla. 

ae ‘little ship’, the Southampton-based 
Medusa had the honour of leading the highly 
privileged convoy behind RFA Wave Knight, 
with 102 immediately behind. 

A short distance away, her funnel belching 
smoke, the stearnship Challenge (which pulled 









@ One last look... Admiral 
Sir William O'Brien peers 
through binoculars through 
the haze to watch the sail 
past of Gold Beach, 60 years 
to the day he commanded a 
destroyer at this exact spot 
and ae Portsmouth Naval 


: Andrew Linnett and | 
LA(Phots) Chris | 
Wenham and ‘Griff’ 
Griffiths, FPU East, 
and LA(Phot) Jim | 
Fenwick, FPU West 
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watched in awe from an MTB as the bombard- 
ment of Normandy on June 6. 

“We saw the first of the heavy warships 

- sweeping up fr astern. 

The real Navy,” he wrote. 

He down the 


they had their day in the 
"4 limelight at last. 
















In the ward room, crew 
played uckers, On deck, sail- 
ors stood around chatting, 
having a cigarette, staring 
out upon Allied warships. 

“Tomorrow, you will be part 
of history,” the officer told 
crew, signing off his bricting. 

He could so casily have beer 
speaking on Monday June 5 1944 


lt was actually 60 years to th 
ay. &s ine crew f HMS Glouc 
1 {ak Lih< SIT! | 
i ivy 
cl i< csirowve 
and Devonport Typ ? treat 


HMS Campbeltown spcarheade: 
the Koval Navy's role in the fina 
oOncial COMmMemnoratiions on huoth 
Of ite Unhanne! to mark the 
grcal crusade, as Gencral Eisen 
nower called it 

Campbcltown headed for Cacn 
with west country veterans aboard; 
Gloucester led a ferry carrying Nor- 
mandy veterans out of Portsmouth 
and back to the beaches 

A crowd at least 10,000 strong 
rose carly on Saturday June 5 to 
Sec this impressive beginning to 
the tina! act of commemoration in 
Portsmouth 

Ihe ferry ropriately the 
Normandic - was followed, at inter- 
vals of SOO vards each, bv France's 
Cassard, the USS Koss and the Ca- 
nadian HMCS Charlotictown and 
RFA Wave Knight 

The seafront and homes of Old 
Portsmouth and Gosport were 
decked with flags — the White En- 
sign, the Union Flag, the Tricolore, 
the Maple Leaf, the Stars and 
Miripes. 

And as the convoy ecntly glided 
ast Round luwer scene of il- 
ustnious homecomings and depar- 


wd cs 


tures for centuries — there was the 
spontaneous ripple of applause, 
interspersed with the distant strain 
of martial music. 

It could not have been more dif- 
ferent from the of the in- 
vasion fleet 60 years earlier, under 


the armada, in rough seas, wit the 


utmost secrecy. No wall-to-wall tc!- 


Veterans who 60 years a 
letters home or tensely er Red the 
Channel crossing in silent contem- 

ation were treated to a wartime 

nees-Up as musicians struck up 
George Formby and Gienn Miller 
favourites and — aptly — tunes from 
The Longest Day 

The men waved furiously at the 
crowds before the convoy turned to 
head out into open sea. 

And it was here, in mid-Channcl. 
Gloucester’s 240 crew could show 
their appreciation to the men of 
Normandy. 

The destroyer hurtled past Nor- 


mandic, crew saluting. waving at 

and cheering the veterans peering 

—_ on the warship 100 yards or 
away. 

The cntics sav today’s generation 
knows nothing of Normandy and 
cares even less about the sacrifices 
mance 


Sot so. Ask anv crew member 
# Gloucester and words like “hon 
prmvilcec aguty were wu 
sSantiv torthoomine “mucn 
‘ ad fore eon 
han pia if 
f 1 in il 
ui cM i 
| a ic pa 
c ‘Ttcmony on (he desirny 
ers fight deck early on D-Day, the 


sup al anchor off Arromanches 

No forebear of Gloucester served 
at Normandy. 

She never had the chance. The 
ninth ship to bear the name fell 
victim to the Luftwaffe three years 
earlier off Crete 

Phat loss ts keenly felt. The ship's 
company took part in commemora 
tons off the Mediterrancan Bland 
during the ship's return from dec 
ployment. The ceremonics werc 
a foretaste of what the ship could 
expect on June 6. 


“You will not find e 
who doesn't want to be here 
itt is a very | world 


POCEW) Garne Lenihan host his 
grandfather later in the campaign 
to liberate Europe, during the 
failed Market Garden operation in 
Holland 

He's not afraid to admit that as 
Gloucester led the veterans out 
of harbour be got a lump in his 
“= d, I defy anyone who 

ndec was 
involved in the commemorations in 
some form not to have felt the same 
way at some stage. 

And that is the word: commemo- 
ration. Not celebration. Celebrate 
the liberation, but above all com- 
memorate the fallen. 








monthe in age’ Lt Wallen 


O'Brien and and Major Clive Bos- 


man 

As an intantry officer in 49 
Division, landed by the Roya! 
Navy, it was Maj Bossom's 
job to secure the fledgling 
beachhead when he set foot 
on French soil on the afternoon 
of June 6. 

For both men - the then 
27-year-old Naval officer rose 
to become Commander-in- 
Chief of the Western Fieet, the 
26-year-old soldier later served 
as MP for Hereford - returning 
to Gold Beach as the guests of 
HMS Gloucester would prob- 
ably be their final return to the 

shores. 


S the sun began to set, silhouetting HMS Gloucester against 
5, the loudspeaker crackled into life. Executive officer Lt Cdr ! 
aily round-up and look forward to the following day. 


all that we can do for them. 
It's an honour to be involved 
in such an event,” said PO 
Lenihan. 


“It's not just for those who are 
still around, but for those who are 
no bhonger here 

The sup has done so much in 
four months away. | hes caps it of! 

PO Kevin Barry wasn't the 
family member making the pilgrin 
we across (he (hanne 


Anoard HMS Camphbellow 


PO het Wings wus fcadine tf 
natwonal standar 
the Merchant Navy AssocialK 
Wines mS US lie Wong I i% 
served on [)-Day, but it's a sign o 


the mmportance of the cvcent 
British psvche that both marincrs 
wanted to take part 

“These people allowed us to do 
what we do today. It's vital we re- 
member those who went before 
us, the petty officer explained. 

“sccing cVeryone on the quay 


clapping as the conve left, that 
makes all this worthwhi 
Normandie left to head Into 


Caen; the warships steamed slightly 
further west towards Arromanches 
tO practise a ee to be held in 
honour there on D-Day itself. 

As darkness fell upon the coast 
of Normandy, the shore sparkled 
and flared up as it did 60 years ago 
precisely 

Explosions of red, green, sil 
ver flashed along the shore as the 
French laid on a stunning firework 
display, brilliantly synchronised, 
each display a kilometre or so apart 
seemimely running the length of thi 
beaches. We counted at least 17 
identical displays trailing off into 
the distance. 

Maybe it represented the Naval 
bombardment. Maybe it repre- 
sented the acrial bombardment. 
Certainly it was l, and no- 
where was there a finer view than 
from offshore. 

It was fitting we should be here, 
off Arromanches, for ceremonies. 

Nowhere in Normandy is more 
redolent of that momcatous day 
six decades ago than Arromanches, 
a smal! coasta! town whose history 


‘No-one has matte Gl 


terrific, an amazing show, 
rather like a firework dis- 
play. It was pretty fierce,” 
the officer remembered. 

As she shepherded the 
craft in safely, Cottesmore's 





“Our job was to ‘chip' = 
Seana: podan 
landing could on 
od aes beach ta 
explained. “I rather think 
that it was successful because 
r ithe 7 tpl 
reporter and a - 
pher joined Cottesmore this 
day of days; the photographer 
(fram the Daily Mirror) was 
so terrified he only took one 
picture and that was as Cottes- 
more left the Solent. 


all 


a serene sky on June 
simon Elliman gave his 


—_ - —— he 








® HMS Gloucester glides past Normandie at 30 knots in mid- 





Channel, with veterans and crew waving at each other 


had been unremarkable until the 
morning of Tuesday June 6 1944 

Then tt stood at the western cde 
M Crold beach, 

loday the huge concrete mono 
liths of the Mulberry harbour ring 
the town, .a mile Out tO Sca, a monu 
mcnt to man's inge ruty 

The town itself, where the Queen 
thanked veterans personally for 
their deeds yn the summer of 1944 
has Changed litthe since it was liber 
itcd by Bwitish troops on the aftcr 
noun of [D-Day 

With ceremonies on the clifftop 
uverlooking Arromanches and in 
ihe town square a stonc’s throw 
from the beach in full swing, 
Gloucester joined onc of two col- 
umns Of warships of every Allied 
nation Steaming towards the beach 
for a ceremonial sa1/-past 

Each wessel bricfly disappeared 
in the haze which hid the flect from 
the crowds gathered in the town, 
before emerging from the mist. 

As the (Queen and Duke of Edin- 
burgh took the salutc from veterans 
m Arromanches’ square, Glouces- 


Ihe destrover's ceremonial 
guns should not open fire until the 
whecls of her lumousine rolled as 
the monarch left the square 

And so it worked. “Sheer mill 
lary precision, the television com- 
mentators remarked as a volley 
shattered the rclative calm of a late 
spring cvcening 

Ihey didnt know that officers 
were walching procecdings ashore 


on TV om the wardroom, giving the 
order to fire based on the mages 
belorc them laking into acowwnt 


the icw-scoond dclay caused by the 
satellite 

Military precsson indeed. And a 
shee of excellent British improvisa- 
thon 

With the salute donc, Gloucester 
turned for home, her crew cager to 
sec loved ones after more than four 
months away from home. 

There was time for one last look 
at the Mulberrics, slowly, ever so 
slowly disintegrating, as the cle- 
ments take thei inexorable, inevi- 
table toll of man's creations 


But long after they have disap- 
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@ (Above) Magnificent sunset: HMS Gloucester steams 
past on June 5 as Allied warships practise 
for cerernonies the following day before thousands of vet- 
erans and world leaders 


® The impressive sigh of HMS Cpanel Muminated 
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ter reappearcd for her second sail- —_ peared bencath the waves, the brav- in Caen and right) the Type 22 frigate squeezes 
past of the day, ready to fire a 21- ery and devotion displayed hereon through the | canal at Ouistreham 
n salute in honour of the men of Janes 19 ty 14 - ~ and beyond ~ will be 
ormanc, 
10u gh of the Navy’ S part...” . 
Se «| «year-old officer set footon — guns and bombs failing © We shail remember 
qe oN = ee BR em liberated soil and inspect- from aircraft-weonly sawtwo them: Gloucester's 
_————s«|,:«ed the damage done by his German planes the whole day.” crew join Sir Clive 
— (/ OF ship's guns the That evening as crew of Bossom and Admiral 
| re: week. Long before thathe Cottesmore rested, the army Sir William O'Brien 
| had realised the signifi- officer was buttonholed by a for a memorial serv- 
cance of the day. French farmer. ice off Arromanches 
“You knew at the time “He had a very strong bottle in perfect seas on 
what you were part of. You of calvados - cider liqueur - so June 6, 2004 


never thought there could 
be so many ships in such a 
| smal! area,” he added. 


“in my 40 years in the 
Navy, June 6 was ‘the 
day’. And to command 
one of His Majesty's ship 
on that day is a proud 
memory.” 


As Cottesmore headed 
back across the Chan- 
nel, Major Clive Bossom 
- foday Sir Clive Bossom 
- was spending his first 
night in liberated France 

Like the Naval officer, 
the infantryman was 
keyed-up. After all, this 
was payback for Dunkirk. 

He charged on to the 
sand in the early after- 


we spent the evening toasting 
the entente cordiale.” 

In the years since, the infan- 
tryman has had time to reflect 
on D-Day like his comrades. 
His magnanimity is typical of 
the ‘men of Normandy’. 

“No-one has ever made 
enough of the Navy's part. 
They did a bloody marvel- 
lous job. It would not have 
gone so well without them.” 

Six decades later the infan- 
tryman and the sailor stood be- 
neath HMS Gloucester’s White 
Ensign, flying limply at 

| 


















® ‘To command one of His Majesty 
ship's on that Gay is a proud mem- 
ory’: Then Lt William O’Brien, sitting 
with his hands on his knees, and the 
crew of HMS Cottesmore pictured 
in 1944 and (below) the Hunt-class 
destroyer pounds German defences 
on Gold Beach on the morning of 
June 6 1944 


half mast, and gently 
tossed wreaths into the 
Seine Bay. 

On June 6 1944 the 
waters off the Normandy 


noon, gun at the ready. 
“! thought ! would be 


shores were stained red 


Major Sir Clive Bossom (left) and Admi- 
by the blood shed in 


Sir Williarn O'Brien in the shadow of 


weester's flagstaff stepping into the hub of storming Fortress Eu- 
the war. But by then the rope, awash with bodies, 
with an order to return to Port- troops were about one mile _bits of bodies, smashed 
smouth, then up to the Thames _ inland. All there seemed to be tanks, kit bags — the 
to escort a convoy over to the was a Royal Navy beachmaster Getritus of war. 
beaches. Every one of the crew ro oy nn tern the former Sixty years to the 
was exhausted. soldier recalled. hour that British troops | 
“| have never had such a “! think the movies have stormed Sword beach 
dry throat nor been so tired made D-Day at times more dra- __the only things drifting 
~ that must have been a sign matic than it appeared to us. away from the coast 
of the tension,” Adm O'Brien | don't think the day itself for were two poppy | 
any of us was what we expect- slowly carried by the cur- | 


remembered. 
it was six days before the 27- 


ed. We thought there would be 





rent out into the Atlantic. te 
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Villeneuve 
a suicide? 
Nelson's | | 
chaplain a | 
spy? 


WAS Nelson's chaplain a spy? Of 
the current rash of Nelson books 
and we can expect a lot more in 
the run up to the Trafalgar bicen- 
ienary — one of the most intnguing 
6 based on the pournals, now bost, 
of Alexander Scott 

Nelson's Spy? (Meriden 
Publications £9.95) was actually 
first published by his daughter 
Margaret and her husband in 1842 

and yes, it seems likely, on this 
evidence, that he was. 

In his introduction, Hugh 
Patterson reminds us that news 
travelled so slowly in those days 
that, given the limited means of 
knowing the plans of the cnemy 
and the location of their ships, spy- 
ing was Vital 

Though even spying for Nelson 
and Britain seemed somewhat dis- 
honourable to the Rev Scott's fam- 
ily, Nelson's continuing fame and 
Scotts very close fmendship with 
him overcame this 

Nelson s a 6 available to 
Vavy News readers at a special 
price of £4.95 wey {i pp. Cheques 
made out to Menden Publications 
at 6 Victoria Road, 
WV164LA 

Iwo other timely reprints from 
(Chatham are The Trafalgar Roll 
by Col Robert Holden MacKenzie 
first published in 1913 (£20) and 
\906's The Enemy at Trafalgar 
by Edward Fraser (£25) 

Ihe first celebrates the person- 
alities Of a battle in which, as 








ay 






Bndgnorth 


( mr mp recorded, “every 
individual appeared an Hero” and 
is described by Colin White as 


still, despite a few historcal inac- 
curacies since identified, “an 
admirable record of a remarkable 
body of men” 

It also has some fascinating 
insights, For cxample, the 
Bellerophon long enjoyed a repu- 
tation as one of the most distin- 
guished veterans of the long war 
with France = yet Mackenzie 
argues that her record might even 
have been surpassed by the much 
less famous Defence. 

Edward Fraser's book tells the 
story of Trafalgar from the per- 
spective of the defeated French 
and Spanish sailors and looks at 
the mystery of Villeneuve's death. 

His family recently said they 
beliewed he had committed suicide 
by drinking ink! But he was found, 
undressed and lying on his back on 
a bed, with five wounds to his chest 
and a sixth with a knife driven 
home to the hilt. Doesn't sound 
much like suicide does it? 
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Naval Statues 

Perfect passing out gift. Our model Seaman and 
Wren are wearing parade dress. Available in 
bronze or painted finish they stand approx 8° 
high. 

Make yours unique to you Dy having the ships 
name painted on the cap tally 

Please state the name of the ship you would like 
on the cap tally with no more than ten letters 
excluding HMS, and sex of statue you require 
when ordering 

Bronze statue: 

STAB £77.95 UK 


Painted statue: 
STAP £104.99 UK 
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vated men who 


| friend Collingwood - 





IVE years in the making, leading 
Fe racine artist Robin Brooks’ The 

Defining Moment — Trafalgar 1805 is 
now available as a limited edition print. 





ory, 
(French), Africa (British) and Santisima Trinidad 
(Spanish). 

Robin told Navy News: “As my research pro- 
gressed, | read accounts by individual 
personalities on all sides. | realisd how fate had 
led them to those brief few tragic hours and it 
became apparent that this was a Defining 
Moment in many ways, and national- 


ly. 
“For instance, Captain Lucas of the French 
ship Redoutable should not have been in the 
he was. His ship should have been third 
in line from his Admiral, and had the other ships 
been in their proper station, it could be argued 
that Nelson might not have been shot. 
“For it was Lucas’ og! trained, highly moti- 
d to those of 
other ships; @ marksman in the rigging of the 
Rediutable was responsible for shooting Lord 
Nelson. 
“Rear Admiral Cisneros of the Spanish ship 


Collingwood’s 


UNLIKE previous books concentratin, on 
Nelson's tactical genius and leadership, Brian 
Lavery’s Nelson's Fleet at Trafalgar (‘ ational 
Maritime Museum £14.99) tells previously 
untold stories of the other men who served. 

Perhaps most notable of these, of course, was his 
who here receives some criticism 
for his action, or lack of action, in the aftermath of the 
battle. 

He did not anchor directly as Nelson had ordered - 
and had he done so, as Capt Codrington observed, all 
the prizes cee a have been secured. 

In a similar vein, Lieutenant Senhouse of the 
Congueror commented: “. . . if Lord Nelson had lived 
the flect would have anchored immediately after the 
action, as we were only five leagues from the land and 
in shoal water where our anchors would have rode the 


| ships securely, and having nothing else to attend to, we 
| could have employed ourselves in rigging jury-masts 


and in securing the prizes; but this was neglected.” 


1805 — defining 
the moment 





Santisima Trinidad saw that Victory's aim was to 
break the line between his ship and the 
Bucentaure. To prevent this, Cisneros backed 
the Santisima Trinidad's topsails, thus slowing 


“At the last moment, Ne was forced to 
pass under the stern of the Bucentaure. This 
action sealed the fate of both Admiral Villeneuve 
and his flagship. From this position the 
Bucentaure received devastating 


damage from 

“Villeneuve himself seems somewhat of a 
fi He took upon himself the full 

the failure. After the battle he was 

paroled in Reading and attended Nelson's funer- 


tHe seems to have been a respected by 
English officers and However, Napoleon 
did not honour him — in fact he turned against 
him. Shortly after Villeneuve was exchan and 
returned to France, he was found under 
s circumstances. was sus- 


tion to detail involved the creation of the battle 
scene with models on a studio stage set (inset) 
Prices for The Defining Moment range from £199 
to £599. Te/ 01884 861313 for details 


fatal delay 


Collingwood's defenders say he really had no 
choice, in view of the shattered condition of the ships. 
His scamanship was just as good as Nelson's, if not 
better, and he, rather than the gravely wounded admi- 
ral below decks in the Victory, had to make the judge- 
ment. 

In any case many of the captured ships were so 
badly damaged that they had not the means to anchor 
- but many did, and the fact remains that Collingwood 
did not give the order to anchor for another four 
hours. 

“Collingwood’s seamanship was not at fault, but 
more energy in such an urgent matter might have 
saved a few ships and many lives,” the author argues. 
“Collingwood was suffering from gnef, exhaustion and 
the weight of responsibility. In (his) own account, he 
was “in a forlorn state; my servants are killed; and 
Clavell (his first lbeutenant) is wounded.’ 

“With no effective staff, he did not find decision- 
making easy and he did not mse to the occasion.” 
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What Napoleon 
did next intrigues 


: HAT would Napoleon 
W« next? After his 
defeat by Nelson at 


Trafalgar, he knew he could 
never invade England, so 
where would he go? 

lom Pocock, one of the lead- 
ing experts on the naval scene in 
this period — cight of his 2] books 
are about Nelson and his time - 
and one of the most cngagingly 
readable, follows up his classic 
study of The Terror Before 
lrafalear with an cxamination of 
its aftermath. 

Stopping Napoleon - War 
and Intrigue in the 
Mediterranean (John Murray 
£20) is a thrilling account of the 
naval skirmishes and political 
manocuvres needed to stop 
Napolcon's ambitions in the East 

which was where many thought 
the Emperor would be heading 

hey thought he would try to 
take over the vast, crumbling 
Ottoman Empire, return to 
Egypt (where be and his army 
were stranded following Nelson's 
victory al the Nile in 1798) and 
even march on India 

So the British concentrated on 
the Mediterrancan and for a 
decade it became the scene of 
dangers — real and magined - 
and of battles on land and sea. 

There were trnumphs and dis- 


'- wa aye 


+ 






asters in remote and exotic 
places, and a Trafalgar in muinia- 
ture was fought between fngate 
squadrons in the Adnatic. 

The Peninsular War might well 
have been fought on another 
ey ~ Italy. Bizarre rulers 
ad to be flattered or fought - 
the Bourbons in Palermo and 
Napoleon's dashing brother-in- 
law, Marshal Murat, King of 
Naples. 

> successors to Nelson and 
the predecessors of Wellington 
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chance to buy the uneque beak 


| Also Still Available in Hardback: 


fought there, amongst them 
Lord Collingwood, Sir Sidney 
Smith and Sir John Moore. 
Napoleon himself materialised 
at his most magnificent in Venice 
and in humiliating exile on Elba. 
Of course, Napoleon did not 
see it like that, and the outcome 
was Startling for all... | 
* AND OUT? The 
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FEARLESS & INTREPID | 
1965-2002 





Fx the fort me the career of the Navy's fire 
two purpose-banlt assault shops are cowered in § 
| full, from their building im the 1960) to the | 
-_ — cventual docommeswcnng af Portumouth un the | 
: fest decade of the Dist century. There are 140 high quality photographs of the two 
shups, unchudhng nine in colour Hard back woth full colour laminated dust jacket 
| featuring a magnificent bow view of HMS Fearfem. Order now, don't mn your 


| OCOLASSTS-CLASS AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 1944-1972 (24.00 + PAP 
} HMS HERMES 1925 & 1959 £24.00 + PAP 
-HMS VANGUARD 1944-1960 BRITAIN'S LAST BATTLESHIP £19.95 + PAP 
HMS FAGLE 1942-1978 £18.95 + PAP 
HMMS VICTORIOUS 1937-199 £21.00 + PAP 
THREE ARK ROVALS 1933-1979 £71.00 + PAP 
1 THGER, LION & BLAKE 1942-1986 (71.50 + PAP 
ILLOUSTRIOUS & IMPLACABLE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS (21.00 + Par 
7 UMS GLORY 1944-1941 £19.95 + PAP 
oa (450 for workbende aotiace ml )=Poyoeem 
by aterieng cheer. petal dr ce by WO AMAS TER ARID) Teiopteoyaaloed cries eckuerec! 
Pro FAN PUBLIC ATIOPSS, 17 Wyemene |e (Cheftemhem Ci (0.5) AA 

fan pebble steer 





ri Aft Your Leisure 








sFumdiiealantenths chamreniionn an ee eslines 
Royal Society, which gave him command of an expedition 
of the planet Venus across the sun and to discover Terra 


on to discover and chart New Zealand and explore over 1,000 
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Llucess of onde from pod honk 





= 3) Store Street, Bioomsbury. 
London. WCE TOF ) 





Tete AF acerreckes CS. 1 Pa 


www.gangesworld.com 


“HMS. GANGES (The final 
farewell) video, Ideal birthday 
/surprise present. Documentary 


includes all aspects of GANGES 
before demolition. One tear-jpcrking 
howr of nostalgia, produced 
by JOHN DOUGLAS author 
H.M.S. GANGES (Roll on my 
doven') & H.M.S GANGES (Tales 
of the T.R.0.G."5.) S.A. details 
Douglas Hse, Penmarth Redruth. 
Cornwall TR 16 6NX 





coral that, remaining in place, stopped sea water 


is now called Cookstown, where the ship was careened up-river and 
below is by 20-year-old Richard | 





INDEPENDENT] : 
GENERAL PUBLISHER! 
SEEKS NEW BOOKS IN ALL | 
SUBJECTS FOR CURRENT 
PUBLISHING YEAR 












For further details please 
write to: 
Melrose Books (ref: NN), 
St. Thomas Place, Ely, 
Cambndgeshire, CB? 4C1) 


Phone: 01353 646608 
Fax: 01353 646602 
Email: 
info@melrosebooks.co.uk 

















BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
- MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10-4 agp 10-1) 


HP BOOKFINDERS: 


professional service locating out 


Established 
of print uthes on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAI 
required Contact Mosslaird 
Big O° Turk, Callander, FK.)7 SH 
(OlS/77) 37647) 


martin @hp-bookfinders.co.uk 


Telephone/Fax 


WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY 
We can develop your manuscript 
into a handsome hook for the family 
(Call Wendy at Bound Biographies 
01932 242434, or 
WendyBB @compuserve.com 


email 
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Li Od herman Loughien 
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‘awy 26 oO ior Serre oe) | awn) cue 
~ Wek Vier 2 os « TAG i Pe 
fiereek Herne arcd Newion beecorre Vl) 


LAL) to WA) (ieee om TY) io Ter 
PAA Squeciron Mermiser of Tekegragphest Aw 
Pls ee 


+ al hare > Ae (sue 
a_ekoeerey «=| il, fhe Atiraras Sian 
Mure Eeother of Capt Oem Garry 
wit AL! ond Peck! Lowe, surweer) ek 
we Allen and Paci: and LI Ca Jarre 
Harwood Britten ANVE HMMS Wild Sean 
citer Cipewratacres. May 3), ace Bel 

Lit W Meadon (7) Destroyer Fintiie 
eerie Genes! HMMS Opportiee May 


Ll Ronald Wesley Stock ANA. After 
sewn at Duntgkh was COTWsee arnt 

ire actwe war serene on escorts anu 
wees om (fhe «Afianic or fhe 
in titan fowl append was AD 
to the Adrwral m Charge of Fang. af 
Yeon Miaarch & agen BD 

Chee Gi Frank Bowditch Served 116 
@? Shwe ewcheted Royal Arthas, POST (een 
rig), Germeeck Caovaier Tiger May 77 
aged 66 

CPO Stoker Michael McCormack. 
Preaxiest Hoye! fritteh Legon Ch 
Berenghen (Gherd End) Member HMS 
Wear A HMMS Cady Assocwfors Other 
aq Alon, Forth and Shuys 


CRS Pittiek Sheps mechacieni 
Weencitke 1080-42 (F alkdkercte) Mary 273 

CERA Roy Corin. Served mm HMMS 
“ewww 1044 47 Founwte meri of Saree 


Agpect 81 

LSA Herold —£ Green Sew 147 
1958 m HMMS Aakeegh, AINA Phyo, }iMES 
(woke ord HM Sheps Guess grat Adguree 
Mary 16, agent /4 

leatkng Wren Writer Fury Freeman new 
Holland. Serwed 1978-1087. Served in 
Permteoke Meton Essteey AM SHAPE. 
ASAE Mey WD. aged 43 

AMD (E) Harry Russell, Served (43 46 
Meri: Fases Franch Fleet Aw Arm 
Acmcmcmataon Mary 17 

AM (AE) Peter Denness. Senedd 1057 
“) Meni Fasthowne Firanch Fleet An 
Aor Acces Mary 15 

NA 1 Ceres Herfeert Liwiley. Served! m= 
cies 1ST ee 4 


AB George Cowie. HiMS Hoflas! 
Ase oer ; 18 

AB (Aiea Gerek Beehop. 
forme: churn Saeth | Fiotiin 


Monee (1G A Served 


NoticeBoard 


om Seth Deetroneawr Fiotiis = hore, Arcte 
andi F@r Eastern waters Jurme 11, aged /U 

L/S George Seth. Sreormate of HMMS 
(Cornus. 5) Served HMMS Theseus 
ee i Aawior Hoey t oucetiie Ye | 
May A. ace 

Peter (Lofty) Basriige. Serve! 149 Sh 
fa ( howe Corot ake Adm 
Warr Termmagent Member of HMMS 
Consort Ageocestaon Mary 2 

Robert (Bob) Newbury. HM Corset 
iMag S51 Allert are of ee Cornet 


Ameo Mary 1! 

Bi Whedicion. Serneed m Arcram Harwin 
rec teeta 100) are) 10°) Meee oof 
4qctan Hance Anwmceioan May -1) 

Eric Pickles. ith Deeetro yer 
Aneorion HMMS OFFA Ape 13 

AB L Price. Law ate HAS Gage 
Mary 24 (in Acketaecie), aged / 4 

Peter Alenander 
F haere Ala Aa abort) 
May 78, aged /4 

Griffith George Woodward Sane m 
Ofhom nm ergpne room HMMS b aster af treme of 
Batts of Anew Plate 147-45 tune 5 ace! 
bs 

Dents Lindley. Formarty of HMMS, Theseus 


F taco lay 


be | 
3 Eaghe 1 Po 


Agsocon ‘“huibrtaries. 
Scyttwan Senenchal and Tally Ho Apri 29. 
aged 66) 
PO Chartes 
Newtoundiand Assccaston 


CF Myer AM. HMS Newfoundland 
Ammon (1055/5). Nowernie 18 SUNT) 
Marcus Roberts. 


(142 45) 


HMMS 
(1h 4) 


Hargreaves. iM. 
Newlourndiand Assocuhon (106658) 1 


1s? 
ME’ Mathes MicMuliem (iM: 
(1 te St) 


AB H White, HMS Newfoundiand 


ee a 76 

LME- APO HMMS, 
ie ee 8 Seaneiaiion (1982 S55) hey 
| 


LEM JW Corte HMMS Newfournian 
Agsoceatzon (1957-55) May 270 


Rear Admiral J L Blackham. Vice 


v= 1G ae wae? Li fam cs 
tnochentivess liens Lieuniiess urease 
(on, Preacher Geli are) HA Deckert: 
Vrwnore aed Poraancuth May 1F 

DM enamel WRNS 
Cdr AD Bulman. Servet Devons’we 


Volto (fwiewpioed dotvary. Tete ees” 
Vanguard St Angeio. Lamgperticen. Lrake 
ane? E octet! 

Li Cdr P EC Heriey ~ hte hh 
DT errr og Auth eeherecy A ittice le 
ieee Jupwier ebe, Loch Pye 


Lear Premacient, St Angelo, Colyer 
Eooeient and HALAS | eure ore Lach 

Azirmaral of the Fleet Lord Hill-Morton 
Ceres? Froteeteer | creo Miasiaya Piaocire; 
Heres Lan Mowe, Piece, Leer 
Ark Arya 

Li Car J E James. Served 
Jae Peeper are Linton 

Lt A Macauley-Gieck. Served 
at eric 

Car T A McCrossan. Servert: Marries 


Py nul 
hairy a 


Diya 


Albert Warne. Late of Eppeng brash. 
warnstered Hariow teanch Jarry 7001 
hove! arr Served 140-51 May 13 
Prryfiis Goff, BKexh@l-on-Sea branch 
WANG Aasocestion Lcig Cook 
Saree 


Memier of 


Submissions for next month’s Noticeboard 


must be received before July 16 
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YES, 


ma feller tae Ue 


nd the compictcd 


| would like to subscribe to Navy News 
Lave cae le \ i {= 


lorm and payment to 
Navy News Subscriptions, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 


Jt OnMnE An om 


«h = 
|_J First to se> tie Eitose 


REGION 
UK 
UK 
UK 


Queen Street, Portsmouth, 


Hampshire, PO! 3HH, England 
Telephone +44 023 9273 4448 20. np 
email: subscriptions@navynews.co.uk | 


YOUR DETAILS: 


Name 


Achiress 


Postcode 
Country 
Tel No 


| Emmaal:.... 


<r 


| 


Navy News 


()verseas* 
L_)verseas* 


()verseas* 


£ 


or pay by 


SS SS 


Ne 


, www.navynews.co.uk 


the suber rion is 


This 1s a oew subscription 











bs ne , 
WEARS RATE TICK 

One £20.50 

Two £37.00 

lhree £55.10) 

(One £74.) 

[wo £43.00 
Three £62.50 


*‘“werwas Surface Maal in lume Republy: of Lic Lome 
burop:, Canada (SA A Australasia 
(Airmail rates available on request | 
I enclose a Chegue/Postal Onder/Intermatronal Moocy Under 


made payable to ‘Navy News" for 


(£ Sterling) 


Visa/Mastercard/Delta/S witch using the 
coupon on page 4 


Credit Card orders cannot be accepted 


under £5.00) 


Der wo adeunuranon costs, a refund cannot be given if 


caoncciled during the firs! 111 months. 


ara the rrafter would be wabpet toa £5 00) Admun charge 


Renewed subscnptron 


Stan my subscnption from month 
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Lwin Carnsiort anal Meow 
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Ernest 
ren Sek her GT awe) 14S —4/ 
reciae Hiya Arthur (her ciorawerr 
Pemiwome, Gothen How) Geo ane) ferro 
Fiorweke) = Aytiff branch Siok 
awed 1041-06 Leet etep HMMS Fungeion 
Amie May 7A. age 81 
Wictor (Wie) Fusweedl 
LPL) Saeprais. Hoya 
Laie Fore 
January 15. ape 81 
Jack Woodwert] pews branch CPD 
Siem Be@ly Fap@eg. Aneon Jerry, agen 


a 
George Risby 
ook (hatihaen 
Aue Thrower 
stokes wih 
Ginwar. Ammon 4 he shan 


Tretry 


pieg ee 
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ao re 


Oath 
ae ee | 


fs, Si 
an ie | 


cima Associ 


pewech branch Es 


Pew Granch Fs 


Draenei February 

Gordon Sharp. Morecamnt= A Heryahan 
bear Mary 

Eric Bond. Morecamte A Heysham 
ee ei 


Wort War it aboard HIMES Trump Many 2 


‘Swap drafts 


MEM 1 A Smit: On board HMMS 
Chakingiaad (Eat 22411) Wants daft to 
HMS Gloucester or ofher Type 42 

PO Brookes: HMMS Monn crefed 
tr C208. We ewap tr a Porteous 
baad Type 73 (PO (C) beet) ore? not 


Or oed 1 Richard 


on HMS Grafton Swap tor a CVS, Gepioying 
or not E-ced 2791 -s601 @ 0 Git mod ut 





ws PV view Ss. 0.1K 








Queen’s Birthday Honours 


Royal Navy - Queen's Birthday 
Honours List 2004 


KCB Vice Acrwral James 
Burnell-Nugent 
CB —- Rear Admiral Rory A 


McLean, Maj Gen David Wilson 


CBE Cdre Christopher J 
Parry, Core Charles B 
Stevenson, Cdre Hugh A 
Whitaker 

OBE A/Col Richard A 
Spencer RM, Lt Col Michael P 
Elis RM, Col Paul R. Denning 


AM, Cdr Stephen AR. Aiken, Cdre 
Nige! J.F. Raby, Lt Col Richard D 


Appointments 


Watts AM, Lt Col Simon J. Hall 
RM, A/Capt lai Arthur 

MBE WO? (AEA) Mark G 
Ansell, Col Sot David Bainbndge 
AM. WO? (MEA) John S. Beech. 
Lt Cor Mark A Guy, Col Sot 
Edward Hislop RM, Lt Car 
laurence K Johnson ANH 
(SCC), Lt (FS) Margaret M. Knox, 
Lt Cdr Michael Lynch, WO1 
(MEA) Michael! F. O'Connor, LI 


Cdr Susan E. Pnce HNH, WO 


(AWW) Paul J.A. Spinks, Lt Cor 
Wiliam L. Van-Den-Burgh 

OVRM Lt Cor Susan © 
Sides ANA 


Rear Adrural A_Al McLean io h pro 
mote) Vics Adiraml on to De Leepeuty “ee 
of Leen Stl (eh) im Sooo to LI 
Gen ~=— ODenogis on September 16 
As 

Rear Adrrural TP MicClement to be pro 
moted Vice Acdimwral and to be Deputy 
Corwnencker oy Chee! Feet mm succeemon fo 
ioe Acie! Sar Mark Sdaniooe on Jue 16, 

Cdére C.A. Johnstone-Burt to HMMS 
Ocean os Commaaing Offcer on July |. 


Ratings seetung to swep drafts must 
meet the requirements of BA14, arbcie 
0506. in particular, they should be on or | 
1 due the same kind of service - see oF | 
shore: have time to serve in thee cur- 





| orl bo Comin fo fod fhe ioc fee 
of Laat 

Acting Cdr PJ. Haslem ‘to HMMS 
Sutheriant oc Commack Ufcer on 
August 31, 2004 

li C.J. Wyness to HMS5 Explorer 
(Calhope) a2 Commencing Officer on March 
1, 2006 


Sports lottery 








NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall some of the July 
headlines of past decades... 





® Rotor basis: HMS Lofoten, pictured nai aeter tn conversion with a _ rm up” strip on the 
deck used for trials. The ship was first commissioned in 1945. 


40 years ago 


TANK landing ship HMS 
Lofoten named in honowr of 
the first successful Commando 


action of WWII came out of 
Devonport Dockyard after being 
converted to fit ber new role as 
the Royal Navy's first hehcopter 
support ship. 

Lofoten had had her upper 
deck stripped and reinforced to 
form a flight deck . 

Hangar facilities had also 
been provided for four helli- 
copters, to allow them to operate 
at greater ranges from thew 
main support base 


30 years ago 


AN amphibious landing by ships 
of the five nations contributing to 
the Naval On Call Force 
Mediterrancan was an important 
feature of NATO Exercise Dawn 
Patrol in the Western 
Mediterrancan 

Royal Navy ships were joined by 
ships from the USA, Greece, Italy 
and Turkey for the exercise 

The Briteh contingent included 
the commando carner Hermes 
and the assault ship Fearless, with 
HOS Commando Brig ade and 4] 
Commando Group, Roval 
Marines embarked 


20 years ago 


HMS Sandpiper, perhaps more 
used to visiting south coast ports 
in her training role for BRNC 
Dartmouth, opened fire on them 
for a change. 

In the company of HMS 
Stubbington ond warships from 
several other nations, the ship 
“bombarded” Weymouth fam : 
as part of a 40th anniversary D 
Day re-enactment. 

A large crowd watched from 
the beach as the impressive dis- 
play was followed by an amphitn- 
ous assault carmed out by Royal 
Marines and Royal Engineers 
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ent chances for ‘= 
ex-Se 






PRIDE of place at the 


= HMS Revenge (1939- 
: 42) reunion at 
| Southsea Leisure 

: - Centre went to a mag- 
| | nificent model of the 
: battleship brought 


along by Mike Harding 

it is seen here at the 

_ Bude Model Boat 
Festival in May = 











NEW phase of a project to find work for homeless ex 


SCTVICEMEeCN 1S Scl tO Start up in Septembe! 


Wealth of : ier tw ep 
sieaiin On S== S=.5." 


show at Saescuirtn ss 


Global Factory Direct Prices Tax Free——— 


Flagship. 


The new S-TYPE offers commanding performance 
and prestige. And with a sumptuous interior and 
a range of powerful engines it always sends the 
right signal. 


= Global Factory Direct Prices offer significant 
savings off manufacturer's recommended prices 
Available to all serving members of HM Forces 
- UK and Overseas 

m Full range of UK and Overseas models available 

= Part exchange welcome 


= 3 Year global warranty 


— Te im 6 od — 


Br-leler-ia S-TYPE g-lalet- 


from £19,038 on the road 


Call our dedicated 

Military Sales Team for more 

details or to book a test drive. “ 

0870 905 5748 — 


= 


j}AGUAR 


Born to perform 
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Branch in 
ANZAC 
parade 


IN KEEPING with tradition, 
members of the Rockingham 
and District branch in 
Western Australia, their 
standard proudly displayed by 
S/M Terry Rawe, attended the 
ANZAC Day service and 





AN 


IMPROVEMENT in annual Report and Accounts 


: - —— Income from subscriptions, he 
parade accompanied by S/Ms financial investments, a enutiad: Gl tia ©1kS O00 ve 
Keith Heard and Fred deficit less than expected, and —¢1'77 906 in 2003, duc largely to the 
Bartholomew, displaying more younger peopic pOmMminge loss of | 142 members 
respectively the Union Fiag the Association it was gen- An expected deficit of LIS IMO 


and the Australian flag. erally cheerful news for dele was £10,000 better than anticipated 


Afterwards they joined Cdr faites t the _ RNA Annual 3 ep of £700 ts forecast for 
Phil Orchard and his wife, rae Deterncentl ali ; 
lsobel - an ex-Wren - for a Conference in Portsmouth as Men ines of 1.142 cncenbees be 
ae 3 Wi i We ws Wenl lo Dress was due to tel] deiervaics, was recrel 
social get-together. nell _ 
yooh . If the fina i) oTramy ms oO lod Dy the Counc, bul wilh an age 

Cdr Orchard, who is ine TInNANCa grape | n an 

: 4 ‘ ' rr] a wh “rah . rl ih cb wert 

Commanding Officer of HMAS up. it had not gone high cnough ng membershiy an f them 


World War Il veterans. 
is to be expected 
Total membership now stands at 


231 


an annua) hos 
a much as a hint of . 


complacency as the Chairman of 
the National Counci!, 8S/M David 
W hite. presented the RNAs 


to mduce 


Stirling, the local Royal 
Australian Navy base, began 
his Naval career with the 
Royal Navy. 


Naval Quirks 


iN THE I9i4-18 WAR, 
"DAZZLE PAINTING* OF 
SHIPS WAS BROUGHT IN 
TO BAFFLE ENEMY 
ATTACKS .. 


No major loss was recorded in the 








YET PESPITE THIS © 
HUGE OUTLAY, THERE 
IS NO CONCLUSIVE 
PROOF THAT I(T 
ACTUALLY WORKED/ 


..BY THE END OF THE 
WAR 251 BRITISH 
WARSHIPS AND 2719 
OF OUR MERCHANTMEN 
| HAO BEEN DAZZLE 
PAINTED. . 





| 





















That reminds me Sir, 
L must oet Some new 
Pyjamas next time 
we're in port... 


4 FREE 


Tribute Model to Mail Order 
| catalogue 


Beautiful ready-built model ee & 
for display - amazing quality | _/ Hi \} 
and detailing for the price. a . 
18” long, 15” tall. 
HMS Victory model 
(ref 7602) £79 

















FREE P&P 
on these items 
for Navy News 
Readers - please 
quote ref NN1 
(UK only, please 
call for overseas 
delivery). 


—_ 










Genuine Royal Navy 
PUSSER’S RUM 


The daily rum ration brought cheer to 
to British sailors for over 300 years! 

This beautifully-decorated ceramic 

~, decanter is dedicated to Lord 

Pas Nelson. Qnt. 47.75% abv. 

Pusser’s decanter, one 
litre (ref 93200), £79 

Other sizes available. 


We also have SHOPS at 
12 UK locations, including: 
- PORTSMOUTH 
(in the historic dockyard) 
- PLYMOUTH (in the 
Barbican glassworks) 





www.nauticalia.com 
The Ferry Point, Ferry Lane, 
9LQ, England. 


Tel: 0870 905 5090 
Nauticalia Ltd, 
Shepperton-on- Thames, TW17 






OH I DON'T KNOW.. 
IT WORKEP FOR US.. 


onference delegates 


number of RNA branches, now 
jotalling 475. Seven decomm©is 
soned in J003. and four commis 


soned — three of them overscas 
[he Incmiship extended by over 
scas branches to visiting snips, he 


reported, has done a greal deal to 
imare of the RS A 
pcreonne |! 
once UK branch 
“TVving MemHers if 
and a further 54 so far in 2M 
RA scoicd S/M White 
remain sicady, despite occ asnonal dif 
ficulties 
The report confirms the unstinting 
ecncromty of Associaton branches 
and mdividuals 


cnhance the 
AHN STVine 
lo such a deere 
recruited 1/0) 
‘ay 


lial 
Cruces 
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Hood in 


SHIPMATE Trevor Dunne, chair- 
man of Basildon branch, gave the 
following update on the scale mode! 
of HMS Hood, made by the late 5/M 
Eric Wakeling and referred to in the 
March edition of Navy News by Mrs 
Martin, founder member and former 
president of the Thurrock branch 
This superb model of the Hood, 
she will be pleased to know, is m 
very good hands and treasured by 


| the Basildon branch 


It was bought in the mid- 1440s on 
behalf of the branch by S/M Frank 
Dawson, a member of both Thurrock 
and Basildon branches, as was the 
late S/M Enc Wakeling 

It came without a trailer, which 


| the branch has supplied. but still 


| bemure bots, 


| Cone 


stands on its onginal base, with S/M 
Wakeling’s name on a plaguc. Used 
initially for camivals, when mem 
bers grew too old to walk the route, 
the Hood was housed in the Motor 
Boat Museum at Wat Tyler Park 
When the Museum decided 
limit their exhibits to sport 


li 
ana 
the Hood was moved 
to a shed at the park 

It is used twice yearly the 
branch, when it holds street collec 
nons in aid of the RNA in Basildon’s 
Eastgate Centre 

S/M Dunne 
much admired by 
public 

“It never ceases to surprise 
how many people come up and tell 
us of a relative who served im the 
Hom), he saad 

Ihe branch extends a warm wel 
to the relatives of S/M 
Wakeling and members of Thurrock 
branch to inspect the model of the 
Hood when it on display 

The street collections usually take 
place m June and October, and the 
exact dates can be confirmed by ect 
ting in touch with the secretary of 
the Basildon branch 

They will find the scale model is 
in fine fetthe thanks to 5/M Dunne 
and the branch vice chairman, who 
formed a side par not too long ago 
and gave the Hood a minor refit 


ah 


cond the model ts 
members of the 


us 


“Brighter outlook for 
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fund-raising activilbes $n 
72. for Naval 
and) a Tur 
RNA'‘s Central 
help Naval cl 


icc 


raised £124, & 
eal chris 
|} | fw) licw 


. —— _—— 
natn! Gra) 


ther LJ ie 


Chanties Fund, to war 


tees and indhvedual 
lhiere Wes Cond news 
[ oOncemeco Min ceremonisi 
matie4©rs 
Ihe ¢ 


(ounci! had approve 


inal 
[act 
whhon of branch standards amd thal a 
spike affixed to 
standards and worm on ail 


harman Ci Wwicw ine 


a ihe ar ah 
| can how be 
OCC AS ONS 

ihe report focused on the rsx the 
trustees of RNA clubs and branch 
premises might face duc to fraud, fire 
amd «other hazards. 
which should be 


these masks, obliged by law 


amd) the polices 
adopicd to muitigatc 


The Chairman sand thal, in view of 


the varwnes and the fluctuations of 


the Stock Market the Council 
beleves that the Associatpon should 
hold sufficient Unrestricted. 


Realisable funds to cover four years 
funding Costs 

The amount held on December 31 
aR OO hart 


was i wos fe cnourn 


LO mcel requirements 


The situation was, he sand, being 
closely monitored 
i Lit laine Hix rep is wl VA hite 


wd that the Counci] was pleased al 


ihe ict cine recruit 
mM wee rie faungcr Mopic csi | 
! f Lowi 

were pavine off and the truc worth ol 
the Association ts being recognised 

For further ctaiis of the 


lL onlerence, mths Nav 


Views 


ce Nex Mh 





The mystery ship in our May 

edition was HMS Surprise, for- 
merly the Bay-class frigate 
HMS Gerrans Bay - but she 
was built as HMS Loch Carron 
and renamed in 1944 before her 


launch. 
The winner of the £50 prize 
was Mr P. Haynes, of 


Altrincham in Cheshire. 

This month's mystery ship is 
one of a class which was 
named after famous Royal 
Navy frigate captains of the 
Napoleonic era. 

She was the only ship of her 
class launched in 1956 - what 
was her name, what was her 


Welcome 
for the 
Delfin 


WHEN the Commandante of 
Cartagena Naval Base handed 
over the submarine Delfin to 
Torrevieja as a museum exhib- 
it for the town marina, the 
mayor invited members of the 
Torrevieja branch in Spain 
and the Royal British Legion to 
attend the welcoming ceremo- 
ny and parade their standards. 

Music was provided by a 
Marine Band. 

At a social event which fol- 
lowed, the mayor and 
Commandante chatted with 


members, swapping the odd 
‘war story’ - the 
Commandante revealed he 


had done part of his training at 
HMS Vernon in the 1980s, and 
had stayed at Chatham 
Barracks. 

A donation of 500 Euros was 
later made by the branch to the 
mayor's office in aid of the vic- 
tims of the Madrid bombing. 


Cheshunt host 
St George party 


\S A mark of esteem and apprecia 


bon for outslanding service lo the 
Association S/M Doug Carter 
National Council member No 5 
Area and member of Ipswich 
branch, was awarded life member 
snip 

Kepresentatives 1 various 
ranches throwuehoul the area atteral 


ed an enjovable St George's supper 
marty. hosted by the Cheshunt 
al i and iaier aficnied a Com 

1 awalive ar che im) service la 


nark the @{th anniversary of D-Day 
ated hw Frinton War memorial 
(wh ond Assoc liom 
Following the parade, hosputalily 
was extended ) the visitors Dy 
Memonal members 


£50 PRIZE PUZZLE 


pennant number, and what was 


the type number of the class? 

Her pennant number has 
been removed from this pic- 
ture. 

The correct answer could 

Complete the coupon and send if to 
Portsmouth POt oH. Coupons giving 
correct answers will go into 4 prire draw 
to establish a winner 
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Trophy 
for Jean 
rewards 
efforts 


AT THE No 4 Area quarter!) 


moctiog. hosted hy Redruth. S/M 
Jean Homewood, of Hetston 
Nranch, was presentod woth the 
lacgui Ward Ir ue ¥. In rocornitihmn 
i her wellarc and social activities 

loan arranges most of the branc! 
Hecial ewenls, lermcs memters to 
uma) ire horse tal no mcan ical 
nm ite iecarcel hospital *S mules 
1a yh 

Shc dleo cnsures thal thowee who 
cose partners are included in branch 
“SUR ee, 


Ihe trophy was | poneented lo Jean 
by S/M Frank Jones. vice 
cl the Delabole “ anch 
of life 
was Ble snvanahed li) Af 


WM Howard Jeffnes. bw the 


chairman 
lhe awas membership 
cA [e shhont 


Char 


man of the Natonal Couwnci) S/M 

Daved White. who wn turn was ore 
nicd by Wo 4 Arca with a person 

Li P09 mal ( hain » Badge of 


‘Deputy 





President 


mourned 


HIS many friends in the 
Association are mourning the 
death of De put President 
Kear Admiral John Bell, who 
suffered a heart attack while 
holidaying in Tunisia. 
His ded ation to the 
was limitless, extending 
Man years dunng hy hic n he alse ) 


served as preside nh Wf No 2 Area 
Hos TSstnce 


RNA 


Ove’ 


wall missed wt all 


" Beavigh fosters 
Entente Cordiale 


THIS month has seen several 
joint Anglo-French events 
involving shipmates and their 
French amis d'abord. 

The Association des Marins 
Anciens Combattants 
(AMMAC), the French equiva- 
lent of the HANA, invited ship- 
mates of the Aquitaine branch 
to lunches at Bergerac and 
Villeneuve-sur-Lot. 

A group of 15 shipmates 
took part in the commemora- 
tive Cockleshell Hero walks 
(see p19), the branch had its 
own regular monthly lunch, 
and it was represented by the 
chairman, Ken Napier, at the 
annual Iinter-Regional weekend 
assembly of AMMAC at Mont 


de Marsan, where a quarter of 


AMMACs send delegates. 

Before the formal lunch, del- 
egates were entertained by a 
group of 14 male and female 
dancers and accordion players 
in traditional Les Landes cos- 
tume. 

The dances were similar to 
Scottish country dances, both 
fast and furious or sedate, but 
the main difference was that 
the dancers and musicians 
were on stilts, with their feet 4ft 
above ground level. 

At the meeting, the develop- 
ing links between the French 
and Royal Navies were dis- 
cussed, including the plans for 


Cape crusaders head Sout 


branch has ventured into new terntory 
‘, ‘ie ' 
sccretary of the Cape Town 


wid that members cagerly await their « opecs of 


ONE. overscas 

it has made a bed to feature in Navy 
S/M Bnan Mundy 

wah hi 


ihe paper 
any news for inclusson un the 

A group of members 
(ape Town carler this y 
mics lo Armeston, a place very 
hus es the | 


in H rkhcnhicadl Kink w fhiecre the troops hip avi the 
ame name lOundered i 1n4. 

(WM the 646 people on board only 193 survived 

4, Lesii Laer ciciumy fa hecn ipanisci there 
nnualivy for many vears, bul the branch had not heen 
corcecnied until 6 member lownd oul about the cdetasls 

‘Car and arrangements were made to rectily this 

‘, YK ihe franch was oul in for Cc cHnpictic 
weir Uf i om 

i wty spent a few cay aca. am) wa 

ly ry Wek i <a tT 

i ik rown over the veer and now 
nc lhe’. i arcalh-lavine inn ive, lhe 
Hirkenhead Reel, dunne which a wreath was laid on 
heh the bra by S/M Chins Heckel, the vice 

tie il 

\s can h nN from the accompanying photograph 

* ra xc asnomnall i sunny Mh Alfa rat 
if only to be cxapected, caplained 4/M Mundy 
He he lowals moon the southermmost ip of the 

wn a! 1) un the SNamih Pose mg fhe Bis 


and suckieniv realised they had never 
RNA pages 

amd their wives 
car on 4 inp of 
near ti 
nearest headland to the rock 


travelled from 


Danger Point 


three new aircraft carriers - 
one French and two British. 

Presentations were made on 
French naval events, and the 
RNA representative spoke on 
joint RN/French naval co-oper- 
ation over the past year. 

The branch will continue to 
develop relations with France 
in the centennial year of 
Entente Cordiale. 

Ken Napier can be contacted 
on 05 5301 7280. 





THE Clacton-on-Sea branch ix 
proud to have as a member S/M Fred 
Henley (nght), aged &1, believed to 
be the last-known survivor of the 
submarine Truculent 

Fred joined the Navy in 1940), and 
as a Boy Seaman served in HMS 
London and Coastal Forces before 
transfering to submarines 

He pouned Truculent when she was 
refitting in ( hatham on |“49. She was 
duc out on tnals on January 13, 1950, 
with full crew and dockyard fitters 

As the date considered 
unlucky, the tnals were brought for 
ward to January |2., and all went well 

bul on her way home, in the 
Thames Estuary, Truculent was hil 
by the Swedish tanker Divina 
rik 


ea aS 


amd 


Only 15 of the crew survived. and 


a TV 


arr Al 1(m) 


now known 


RNA functions, cspecially al the 
RNA Annual Conference 


Wwisckhin ana) NurTeMur 


where fs 


“were a calming 


influence, especially when rules and 
Nwe-laws were dchaicad 
His knowledge of these was such 
he re Rule Book last 
scpicmbcs 
Admiral 


| cine 


white the entire 


Hell's 
( hurch 
alicndcd y's the 
President 
( harman 


funcral at Si 
launton ae 
A<sck  alion 


Vice 


compa 


ana 
and a larec ship + 


( hava 


my 

A tote] of 14 standarils. inching 
tl sahonal Standard and tha 
+ ™ i a | 

7 "y “y hi 1 ii 

i ima) =thank win 

was duc lo be Ix Wiest 
Roman Catholk Cathedral for the 


lic of Admural Hell 


Loyalty recognised 


AT the Annual General Mecting of 
ihe Ipswich ranch. 5/MsJohn [Dens 
was oawarded life ship in 


whith of hus lone amd bowal ser 


member 
rcs 
v= 

John youned the 
and in the 


Ly. 
hela 


chairman 


branch on 
IOnowIng wears 
chairman, vice 
social secretary and welfare off 


an office be holds tomlay 


Ollie AS 


Fred survived sinking 





two of the 1% fitters 

Fred, four 
mcked up from the freezing water by 
the Almadjk, a Dutch passenger ship 


with officers. was 








® Rona Townrow, wife of standard bearer S/M 
Peter Townrow, shelters S/M Nick Hodson, a lay 
minister in St Francis Church, Simons Town, dur- 
snhead Memorial Ceremony 
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jation |’ 
Silver 

Jubilee 
marked 


i) MARK the 
anc District branch « 
ice of [hanks 
rediedi toon of the bran hy 
was held im “t John's 
Peterborough, attended by 
from branches throughs 


Area displaving 


ver jutmiec 
Tivine 


Shy ee 
shupmat 


their standards 


© Area 12 standards on parade in Londonderry | the service was attended by 
Kav mond ‘EO tre 


Atlantic wreath laid 's-*s'ss3-s.'s 


Admiral ‘Sw 


je ed [ore 


and her local dignitarves 


VICE Admiral John McAnally, Foyle, and afierwards atiended a Following the parade and marct 

President of the Association, on a reception in fis honour given by the after the service. the Lord Licutenant 

visit to the Londonderry branch mayor, Cllr Sean Gallagher inspected the parade 7 

met many shipmates of No |Z Area On the following day, with ship a 

before laking parl in ceremonies to mates of the arca, he ance ci & a = 

mark the Batthe of the Atlant memonal service m the local church Hood service 
Acoompamed by arca present mM All Saints Choon and, accompa 

Cc Peter ( ampbel! he went lo sea micd bv the Dep ’ Mavoress took NH annual COMM aIWVe SeT vin 

inimv Towcan One for a wreath-lay the salute at the Battie of the Atlantx for those who lost their lives in HM 


Hixxd was attended) fy 
of Christchurch branch 
ihe service was held 
St John the 
Lymington 


ing ceremony at the mouth of Lough march-past 


in the 


For loval and long service. th 
fran hy Nh mourned Ny | Hy, 
Scarnhihiehd with life memhersh 


Hranc! delegate ara! iu 
Relations Officer Archie 


ms Screilay 


Perth parade 


[QO mark the 60th anni. 


withe RAL Sc 


of Perth {i 
bers of ihe 


ior). reer 


a 4] with those of Arbroath a 
e The wreath-casting party on the River Foyle, Londonderry; from Edinburgh and a contingent fron 
left: S/M B. Roulston, Area 12 Chairman; S/M N. Willis, Merchant  ''MS Illustrious, paraded through 
Navy; Vice Admiral John McAnally, S/M R. Buchanan ihe town, ted by the Band of th 


Koval Mannes Scotland 
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ASSOCIATION 


Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
Once Navy, Always Navy 
Reg. Char. 266982 


The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that “welfare is not 
only money’ It offers a broad range of support to people with a 
Royal Navy connection. We are ‘all of one company’ in helping 
the disabled, looking after the needy, cheering up the 
distressed, maintaining naval traditions, supporting naval 
cadets, enjoying social activities and re-uniting shipmates. The 
480 branches in the UK and abroad offer an instant ‘network’ of 
local knowledge, assistance and support to 34,000 Shipmates 
all over Britain and in many places overseas. 

The Association is for all serving and former officers, men and | 
women of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS, QARNNS, the 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary and their reserves. 
For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below. _ | 
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Scottish exercise ‘is largest yet 





> Allied 1 ships, including Dutch fast combatant support ship Zuiderkruis (A832) alongside at 
Garelochhead before the start of the summer JMC 










FRIGATES HMS Argyll and 
HMS Campbeltown, based at 
Devonport, are amongst the 
ships taking part in what is 
believed to be the largest Royal 
Navy and RAF-led maritime 
training exercise ever seen in 
Scottish waters. 

The Jomt Maritime Course 
(JMC), which started as Navy News 
went to press, involves more than 
50 vessels from 13 nations, includ 
ing giant American aircraft carner 
USS Enterprise and Dutch assault 
ship HNLMS Rotterdam, and seven 
submarines 

Also taking part will be 54 jet fight 
ers, ten maritume patrol aircraft such as 
Nimrods, and others which will feature 
In reconnaissance and mir-lo-aur retu 
clling roles 

The whole complex exercise will be 
directed from a suite of rooms in Clyde 
Naval Base at Faslane, and will involve 
the movement of thousands of people 
their ships, aircraft and cquipment 
around 4J4 exercise areas. from the 
Hebndes mn the north to Galloway in 
the south 

The first day of the cxcrcise Was a 
treat for ship-spotters on the Clyde, 
with almost 20 foreign ships and sub 
marines sailing from Faslane 

The flonlla were duc top meet up 
with the Enterprise af sea, along with 
other weseels that had already deployed 
to pre-planned positions 

Durnng the JMC, designed to help 
compatibility between UK armed forces 
and their allies, RAF and NATO jets 
will simulate attacks on the multinatpon 
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© Polish frigate ORP Pulaski at Clyde Naval Base for the start of the 


summer Joint Maritime Course 


al feet, as will Royal Marines comman.- 
dos im small boats 

Several submarines will operate off 
Skye and the Hebrides. and regular 
meetings with fishermen's organisations 
have been scheduled to ensure there is 
no confusion about movements 

Although the scenano and the coun 
tines concemed in the sumulated combat 


will be fictifiows, the ‘script’ will be 
heavily influenced by lessons learned 
from previous real-life operations, such 
as those mm the Balkans, West Afnca and 
Asta 

There wall be force protection issues, 
but this particular scenano is not based 
on the war agamst terror 
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DIVORCE be naOR ADVICE? 
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MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY ‘at 
CHILD CARE 
PERSONAL INJURY ——. 
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE i \id \ 
OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS LL 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 
CRIME — 


01329 825617 or 023 8033 466! 
or 023 9238 802! 


Spe ci mlant cpa) Ae cw 
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WILLS. PROBATE & TRUST 


FREE INITIAL 
| ADVICE IN 
MANY CASES 
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SKIN CANCER, EAR INFECTIONS 
INJURIES, DISEASES OR WOUNDS 
CAUSED BY MILITARY SERVICE. 


For FREE advice and a ‘NO WIN, NO FEE’ service 
___ Call the Claims Specialists TODAY 


ssopes 0500 22 20 22 
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Employment Problems j Redress 
by Complaint? 

Need Help or Legal Advice? 

Contact:- 0845 601 1260. 


www. forceslaw.com 





@® (Above, far left) German fast 
attack craft FGS Kondor, FGS 
Grief and FGS Gepard at Clyde 
Naval Base 
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For a free 30 minute 
initial diagnostic 
interview with 
Lawyers experienced 


@® (Above /eft) Ships start to 
gather along the jetties af 
Fasiane for the summer Joint 
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TCS Gediz at Fasiane. More 
than 50 vessels from 13 
nations took part in the exer- 
QUOTE REF Q89 cises off Scotiand, which start- 
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Texting ti 
for MCMV; 


\ NEW Rebalancing Lives 
Inthiative is Cutting the num 
per of watchkeepers needed 
Wwhel countermea 
MCMV) 1s In 
her base port over a weekend 
Ihe Dormant Shp Weekend 

USWR) requires an 


than £5,000 fos 


ihe 


eLITCS YC S.A | 


‘ach Hunt or Sandown-class« ship 
Mul slashes the number of 
weckend dutv watches 


4 _ eC RT 


ould AS 
lhe on wach eel a hel 
fr dca im te they he one techn 


,ompoved means thal the poh can 


” fe done from the comior of a 
s?wiatmhe office, rather than «tanding 
eck in al) wealhers 


Ihe bass of the new initiative is a 


mde montonng svatem. based on 


CMmmercial off-the-shelf equipment 
mul using @ package designed and 
implemented entircly within the 
Ministry of Defence 

Ihe system Continuous!) monitors 

ps alarm and warming panc! 
alarms will 
iigeer a teat message to the mobile 
he dal hy the Luly 


SP LOCcnecr 


mi] anv of the 


CTU al 
rel Wwe 
[he alarms include fire and flood. 


fault chectncal supply 
und mehon detector — a shipboard 


vr vane 








Ross, Br 


Andrew 
i orp 


Aw fr Col Sir 
Kovel Marines Drafting 
(*thcer, West Battery, Whale Island 

SOME of vou will remember the 
article by Captain Naval 
Drafting in the June issue of 


Vavy News where he outlined 
now the Lhirectorate of Naval 
(areer Management (DNCM) 


was to he constructed out of 
what had previously been the 
Naval Manning Agency (NMA) 
and the Director General Human 
Resources (Navy) (DGHR(N)) 
Restructuring 

As fart iM this rcairucturing pri 
Roval 


have already. 


framme, the deployers of 
Mannes manpower 
larted thus by hecoming 
detached from CND's organisation 
atl eMablishing ine first of fou 
Hranch Pillars (the other three being 
Wartarc, Engineering and Logistics 
Medical) under the Assistant 
Director, Naval Career Management 
Kirval Marines | 


In xkhton, and as the first part of 


prs css 


thal 


1 collocation programme with the 
Mbher Branches, the Rovwal Marnnes 
Drafting, Promotions and Records 


(iieces are all re-locating to HM 
Naval Base Portsmouth shortly after 
ihe sumer 
So what has really changed 
following this shuffling of 
acronyms? 

Well fo Riv 1 oon the uns. Vers 

KM (ther Ranks will continu 


fe iy tec pr) 1 SG lc), l= Ste! 
pu heh) Af) Comp | 

th “ne poole ony the phone 
ners will have changed 


Why go to all the effort to 
restructure if nothing changes? 
Oy cOllacating honvontalls ix 
hnegwdc Gur Naval Counterparts 
and vwertcally (ic alongside the offi 
Tr apPniens |), i is anticipated that 


Inere Will fhe poiable effmmencies 


Yoincd) whech wall ori we fow vreaicr 
TOs the 


COMTMnality of Practice 





RE-BALANCING LIVES 


Murpvlar alarm 

The he ward 
HMS Hank 
Holiday weekend at the end of June 
which that 
four people from Grimsby kept an 


swaicm went live on 


(rnmshy over ihe 


meant a duty watch of 
eve on (wo munchuniers for two davs 

HMS Shoreham returned the com 
plument for the other two days — a 
task normally performed by at least 
nine people on cach ship 

(ine of those on watch was OM 
Ben Harwood, who sad: “The ocw 
sySiem os a lot hetier — 1 makes a dif 
icrence mw being 


7 j | 
wav for J4 


ion) on a Pane 


hours over a three da‘ 
weekend in all weathers 
“Instead we were in a cabin. in the 


dry, with a television before, the 


boredom can really get to you.” 


Under n 
managemen 
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1 RM MANNING 
ja Main priority 
“Cis removal 0 | 
underbearingsy -; 
Sof Corporals? \\i\.4 
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® On the line: Four (top of the brow) with mobile phones can now 













—_— 2. 


th 


act as duty watch for two 


mine countermeasures vessels, freeing those on the deck (left of picture) to rebalance their lives. 


Also in the picture, from bottom of brow, are Deputy Commander 
Mark Stanhope, Captain Rebalancing Lives, Capt Simon Ancona, a 
the design of the scheme, while the Commanding Officer of HMS 


at the the top of the brow 


Lt Pete Young, who worked on the 
Nolan Bailew of the 
( ountermeasures 


whcmc with 


Mine 
Integrated Project Team, said the sys 
tem was designed by the in-house 
cam, using COmmercially-available 
cquipment 

“This has been mooted for smalle 
ships for 15 years or morc, but when 
ever they looked at if in the past the 


Wessel 


costs tended to go over the top — sud 
denly the figures became ndiculous 

“But we did it the other way — we 
designed the system and then went to 
industry, and it became simple to put 
it together.” 

The software required to drive the 
‘yeiem was written by MOD boffins. 
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“You could become a Soprano Corporal!’ 


Service and across the rank structure 

In essence, all RN and RM man 
ning will be more ‘poued-up’ 

What else is changing in the 
world of RM manning? 

The manning pnonty Main Effort 
remains the reducthon and removal of 
the Corporal LU nderbeanng 

Many of you will be aware of 
“mc Of the numerous mitiatives that 
have been wntroduced im this area 
indecd somec of you mav even have 
cipencnced one of two of them (for 
Acuing Corporal initia 


live for those ranks who have passed 


cl1ample, the 


the Junsor Command Course | 


SOme Of these imitiatives have 


nocd) to he (hal much more radical 


im «crcer,r mec! seocic manning 
threats 

1 (cn CLT Ol is «m the 
iL inTinancla i hel initialive in 
reponse lo a drastic dearth of chefs 

inc pumor levels, a process was 
icvised whereby followmg a fore 
sortened KI course, ranks were 


Miicred a wear as a commando chef in 


4und Of thew choice, followed bw a 
draft to a wot and/or course of thei 


chmee afterwards 


It is possible that this approach 
may have application to other short 
age specialisations in the future 
Young marines want to be able to 
plan their lives and to have stability 
we are offering it to them 
eee is the next thing on the 

Despite the ever-changing exer 
cise programme and operational plot, 
the annual reporting and promotions 
cycle Contenues unahated' 

The annual RORRS reporting 
penod finishes at the end of August 
written and signed by the 
rank reported on and his Reporting 
Ciiticers, the reports are sent to the 
RM Otlice in prepara 
bon for the November Promotion 
Sciechion Boards (PSB«) 

Do | as a rank being reported 
on need to do anything? 

Yes. You should ensure that vour 
RORKS reports arc completed cor 
rectly and signed to sav that you have 


{nce 


ProThe ors 


scocn amd fread the report 

You must also ensure the details 
regarding you being a volunteer for 
2OEF and promotion are present and 
CONTEC! 


amd with the commumcations tech 
nology which has became available 
in the past Iwo or three vears, the svs 
tem was suddenly viable 


One key element was the 
modem, and the inspiration 
came from the small pump 
houses along modern 
motorways which use such 
modems to kick into action 
to cope with heavy rain. 

These modems are linked to the 
MODs existing Vodafone contract 

Ky the end of the summer more 
than 21) small ships in the Fleet 
should be converted to be able to 
implement dormant ship monitoring, 
which means someonc who was 
doing perhaps one such duty a month 
may only need to do two or three a 
vcar 

[he system works best in the 
ship's base port, but it can be repro 
grammed to allow for an cxtended 


-in-Chief Fleet, Vice Admiral Sir 
nd Lt Pete Young, who worked on 
Grimsby, Lt Cdr Paul Brown stands 


Acie LAPHOT) Gait Geaftitte PL Ewes 
pened in another location 

Deputs (ommander-in-Chict 
Fleet Vice Admiral Sir Mark 
Sinhope sad: “The watch 
kKecping programme represcnts onc 
of the highlights of the Rebalancing 
lives imtiative that has been running 
for the past two years 

“It ts One of a large number of 
Improvements we have tried to make 
for our people. particularly when in 
their base port, barracks or air sta 
thon 

“This, through some great innova 
bon and some sensible placing o! 
resources, has made | hope a 
major impact on the lives of people 
serving in the mune countermeasures 
Notlla” 

Capt Simon Ancona, Captain 
Rebalancing Lives, said that the ini 
alive was typical of the pro 
gramme, where a creative approach 
can pay dividends without necessar) 
ly requiring a technical solution 


rckiic 
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® Sailors from HMS Grimsby 
and their families tackle the 
South Downs Way 


‘Rebalancing Lives is an attitude 
of mond,” he sand 

HMS Gnmsby’s Commanding 
Officer, Lt Cdr Paul Brown, said that 
a inhcaton of the benefit to sailors 
under the ncw system came when il 
Was Sugecsiccd thal as many of the 
shup s company as possible might like 
to walk part of the South Downs Way 

An impressive 28 of the comple 
ment of 34, plus families, made the 


| 


12-mole trek 
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one sire fits all! 


RUG4 £32.99 UK 
B: Baseball Cap 


When the summer sun beats down, shade your eyes 
with one of our stylish baseball caps. Made from 100% 
brushed cotton to keep your head cool: this high quality 
baseball cap is embroidered with the Royal Navy logo 
and is available in Navy Blue 


CAP2 £9.99 UK 

C: Royal Navy Polo Shirt 
Our polo shirt comes in navy blue with contrasting 
colour detail on the collar and around the bottom of the 
sleeve. If you don’t enjoy a chukka on the Polo fields. 
why not fly the flag on the golf course! Embroidered 
with the Royal Navy logo on the left breast. Made from 
100% cotton and machine washable, it is available in two 
colour combinations; either Navy with Red contrasting 
detail, or Navy with White contrasting detail. 


Sizes to fit: $:38" M:40* L:4?* 
Al:@4" XXL:46/48" 
POLOS £24.99 UK 
D: White Ensign T-shirt 
Step out in the summer sun in this timeless classic cut t 
shirt. Made from machine washable, 100% pure cotton 


and embroidered with the White Ensign, it'll keep you 
cool on the hottest summer days 


This super heavyweight short sleeved striped rugby shirt 
combines comfort and style. Embroidered with the Royal 
Navy logo on the left breast, this shirt will form part of 
your wardrobe season after season. Made trom 100% 
fing spun cotton and machine washable. Available in 


Sizes to fit: $:32/34" M:36/38" L:40/42" 


Buckie adjustment ensures 
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Available in Navy blue only 

Sizes to fit: S:36" M:38" L:40" XL:42"/44" XXL:467/48 
TSO1 £12.99 UK 
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New berth 
in Poole gets 
thumbs up = 


THE latest stage of the funda- 
mental overhaul of accommoda 
tion ashore for sailors and Koval 
Marines was unveiled by the Duke 
of Edinburgh as be opencd new 
blocks at RM Poole 

Intrepid and Catfish blocks are 
now home to 150 junior ranks, pro 
viding en-suite ‘campus-csque ac 
commodation in place of old-style 
css.” 

Prince Philip performed the hon- 
ours, unveiling a plague to mark 
the occasion, as the first green be 
rets trooped into their new home 

“It's exactly what we want — oth- 
crs still in the old accommodabon 
are really cnvious,” L/Cpl Joseph 
Dovie told the Duke “We're still 


‘AM 


Blue bloods fliers 
id minehunters 
Nordic waters 



















smiling There's nothing tw criti WHAT do you gct if you combine Flipper, ott rw ay and | bcnmark for underwater threats 
a jet skis, helicopters, ships, boats and men in But the biggest buzz — literally ~ was provided by 


All below-par junior rates’ and three jet skis from the Maritime Warfare Centre in 


black’? 


senior rates’, plus junior officers’, 
accommeaxiation at Poole ms being 
replaced; by the middie of next 
vear, nearly 4) single rooms will 
have been completed at the cstab 
ishment 

A 2ist-Century upgrade of all 
single living accommodation for 


from the seas. 


rors! attacks 


Why one of the biggcst war games in European 
waters this year, naturally, armed at striking terrorists 


World events sharpened the focus of this year's 
NATO exercise Bluc Game, staged this spring in Scan 
dinavia, on protecting shipping against piracy and tcr- 


Portsmouth 


emy wessc ls 


The water bikes zipped up and down simulating an 
attack by terrorist fast craft, bringing to life the chal 
lenges of locating and tracking small and speedy en 


And Flipper? Well, not actually Flipper, but two 
teams of US Navy dolphins trained to detect underwa 
ter mines and explosives were on hand 


The 2004 manocuvres in the Skagerrak and the Kat 
tegat off the coast of south 

@ (Top) A Fleet Air ern Norway saw double the 
Arm Lynx flies over number of participants take 
a Norwegian fast advantage of thes topical train 


KS personne! m cither under way 
or about to start at the miayjor- 
ity of Naval and Royal Marine e>- 
tablishments as part of a [0-year 
programme to overhaul single-trv- 
ing accommodation for all threc 


As soon as the sca mammals found suspicious ob 
jects they marked them for human clearance divers to 
move in and render them harmiess 

Cdr Shechan said Bluc Game had proved an impor 
tant testing ground for hes aircrew 

‘The exercise provided §15 Squadron front-line 


Armed Services Harbour The United Kingdom Was = crews and some students from 702 Squadron complet 
| : one of 16 countries taking part = ing their Lynx Mk 8 conversion course with excellent 
2 oe Et @ (Centre) No, in this majyorexercise featuring training in this challenging region, flying on night “i 
Minister ets you want Flip- anti-mine, surface to air and «On goggles and conducting force protection opera 
: per = he looks surtace to surtace scenarn tions ; 
nothing like me’: Some 6.000 personnel, of 


“We were very well looked after by the Nor- 
wegian and Danes. The host nations were ex- 
cellent — first class.” 

Bluc Game was also a chance for 702 NAS student 
Lt Stein Hansen, beheved to be the first Norwegian 
(Observer wn the Flect Air Arm for more than >) years 
to return to his hometown of Kristiansand after train 
ing with the RN for the past 15 months 


Chopper, one of the which 2.000 were Naval, were 
US Navy's mune- _ through their paces in this 
hunting dolphins orwav's sccond largest cxct 


® (Bottom) ‘I've got 
my eye on you": A 
Norwegian special 
forces sniper takes 


tuck in time 
DEFENCE Minister Ivor Caplin 
performed the honours as a time 
capsule was buned at the Forces’ 


new sixth-form college 
Welhbeck College in Woodhouse, 


cmc this vear 

Hritain s ai assets for the 
war games four Lynx bel) 
copters and three Mk / Seca 
Kings were led bv Car Mark 





; 1 Ss ae ; 

| cicestershire. will cater for 16-18 aim at ‘terrorists ~hechan, ommanding Of He is shortly to jon HMS lron Duke as a membcr 
vear-olds who want to follow an from the back of @ ficer Lynx Helicopter Force of ber Flight 

cnginecring, technical or screntifx British Lynx The Lynxes from 4515 Participating countnics included the US, Germany 


career om the three Services or the 
MOD Crail Service 
Ihe capsule burned by Mr Cap 


Squadron m Yeovilton flew 
out of Kjevik airfield at Kristiansand in southern Nor 
wav. and three Mk 7 ASaC Sea Kings from Culdrose 


new NATO members countnes Poland, Latvia, Lithua 
nia and Estonia as well as Sweden, a Partnership for 


lin and children from a local school 
ontains photographs of the org) 
nal students of Welbeck College 
from 1954, a tweed jackel worn by 
students, compact discs and art 
work and books on the history of 
ihe WoxrxiIhouse arca 

lhe £ Mem college 
its lead from the 
Worksop, 


which takes 
Army college in 
Nottinghamshire, will 
open in September nex vear to 440) 
hows and gurls 


oF —_ 





CREW of survey ship HMS 
Roebuck have been up to their 
chests in surf in US waters. 

Unfortunately for the sailors, 
not a surf board was in sight 
as they conducted studies for 
amphibious forces taking part 
in Exercise Aurora, the RN's 
spring/summer war games on 
the US eastern seaboard. 

Roebuck was sent in ahead 
of the main task force under 
the Commodore Amphibious 
Task Group to reconnortre a 
suitable place for landings. 

This meant two weeks of 
hard work for the Devonport- 
based vessel herself, carrying 
out surveys offshore. 

Her two boats worked 
inshore as beach survey teams 
carried out preparatory work, 
including plotting the gradient 
profile of beaches earmarked 





ch narties 
vil 


denes from a Rowal Navy Lynx 
lhe Fleet A 


Al sca 















re 


es for Roebuck 
for landings as well as map- 
ping river inlets and neigh- 
bouring paths. 

The data gathered was 
‘pinged" back to the task group 
staff aboard HMS Albion and 
the CinC Fleet Weather and 
Oceanographic Centre to help 
them plan the impending as- 
sauilt. 

Without the data gathered, 
the amphibious forces would 
have had rather limited knowl- 
edge of the area they were to 
operate in. 


@ Exercise Aurora, page 14 


® Rachel was so engrossed in 
her work she failed to notice 
the tide had come in: OM/(SR) 
Rachel Small conducts survey 
work with a beach party from 


Oh no — Victory’s in Bitz ‘n’ Pieces 


YOUNGSTERS from a Sussex school helped celebrate Nelson's tnumph at 
Trafalgar aboard his flagship — a year before the rest of the nation marks 
the battle's bicentenary. 

Children from the Prebendal School in Chichester were invited aboard 
the first-rate warship in Portsmouth's Historic Dockyard for a charity con- 
cert to help seafarers and the upkeep of the legendary vessel. 

Victory’s Commanding Officer Lt Cdr Frank Nowosielski and his guides 
treated the schoolchildren to a guided tour of the ship before the young- 
sters sat down on the quarter deck. 

Their band, Bitz ‘n' Pieces, (pictured left in full flow) performed music 
under the direction of the Rev David Nason for an hour as the sun began to 
go down, watched by an audience of parents and supporters of the school. 

“(t's a thrill for children and parents alike to enjoy music in such an 
historic and glorious setting. Nelson would have been very proud of the 
money raised too,” said Yvonne Spence, chairwoman of the Parent Teach- 

The concert raised £1,000, split equally between King George V Fund for 
Sailors and the Victory Fund. 


operated from Aalborg in northern Denmark 
Norwegian Special Forces troops fast-roped on to 
the flightdeck of the Norwegian cxercrse flagship An 


Peace nation 


Arm also ficw Norwegian (Coastal 
Rangers into varnous shorc bocalhons, cxcrcming lana 
Ing snipers to take over terrort stronghokis 

Sandown-class minc countermeasures vcs 
wcls HMS Ramsey and Penzance searched the waters 


aaa There's nothing 
artificial about 
Jim's courage 


ourselves.” 


GREEN beret officer Jim Bonney 
has made Corps history as the first 


commando to return to the front 
ine with an artificial limb 
I hie fy Wal cmc cap lain Chir 


to jose hes lower meh ice in favour 
of a prosthetic replacement to con 
tinue hes boves: his carecr 
and climbing 

Capt Bonney's mght ankle was 
badly damagcd on an adventure 
raining Cxercime n 


Lol Mee 


laska three 
voars ago when he slithered | (MNT 
down & mountainsik 

Doctors warned him his shat 
tcred ankle would never heal fully, 
ind proposed surgery to fuse it with 
screws and bone grafts 

That. however, would cause the 
commando to lose all movement in 
his neht leg — and with ut the carcer 
he had his heart sct on since | 2 and 
the hobbocs which make him “tick 

He and his wife Kirsty decided 
amputabon and a prosthetic limb 
were the only way to ect the ma 
rine’s life back on track. A £200 
grant from the KRM Benecvolcni 
Fund helped the young officer pay 
for he ncw Ice 


“I"ve got my life back,” 
Capt Bonney said. “Through- 
out my life | haven't looked 
at another career. That, 
climbing and canoeing are 
the things that make me tick 
and | faced losing them. | 
was convinced this was the 
way to go.” 


Norwegian Rear Admiral Arild Sandbekk, oversee 
ing Bluc (rame, sas the Allied nathons would now sil 
down and study haw the cxcrcise ran 
he sad, had becn 


[he war games 


AM CACIIINE c ALM riche 
He continued: “It's important to draw les- 


sons learned from exercises. We are bound to 
learn a lot. If not, we will have made fools of 








His wife added | kncw ihat if 
lim set his mind to getting hes life 
hack in amputee he would do 
f 

“te 


Lh iathown 


Ik months on from the am 
Capt Bonney is preparing 
to train 25 a landing cralt olficel 


The Royal Marines say no 
favours have been shown 
the young officer; like his 
comrades, Capt Bonney had 
to pass the annual combat 
fitness test - an eight-mile 
yomp in full kit, carrying 
a Bergen - in under two 
hours. 


People were very open-minded 
lt has not becn an casy pourncy, Hult 
anv Roval Marinc would have fre 
acted in the same way. It's the wav 
and the banter has 
kept me going al times 
Bonney 

Less than 18 months after the 
amputation, Jim Bonney passed the 
test with scven minutes to sparc 


we Go things 


san ( apl 


not least thanks to some intensive 
therapy at CTC RM Lympstone 
where the officer currently pro 
vides inspiration to recruits injured 
during traming 

lt Col Nick Arding, (WU of 
Lympstone, said the entire Corps 
could take heart from Capt Bon- 
ncy s cCxampic 

“Capt Bonney epitomizes the 
qualities expected of a Royal Ma 
rmec. His drive and will have been 
inspirational,” he added 
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Stolen medal 
back in mint 
condition 





IHEe ORIGINAL was lost 
to the nation in 1900. but 
the Nelson Socicry sces 
A005 as the ideal time to 
restore lo the public one of 
Ncison s Naval (Gold 
Medals, albeit a reproduc 
tion in gold, silver gilt and 
bronze gilt 

\s part of the bicentenarn 
celebrations the Nclson 
producing a 


SOC IC Ty is 





© The reproduction of the 
Naval Gold Medal for Trafalgar, 
awarded posthumously to 
Nelson. The goddess Victory 
crowns &ritannia on the prow 
of a galley with the Union Jack 
in the background. 


facsimulc of the Naval Gold 
Medal for Trafalgar, awarded 
to the hero of the Senior 
service posthumously 

[hes final medal for the Naval 
nero was cneraved: “Horatio 
Vescount Nelson, Vice Admiral 
ind (Commander in Cheef on the 
-] October IS05. The combined 
flects of Spain and France defeat 

4 

ihe face of the medal showed 
ince pgeoxldess Victory crowning 
Britannia on the prow of a galley 
with the Umon Jack im the back 
ground, symbolising the Hritrmh 
Navy's triumph in maritime con 
fhicts 

But the emblem of Nelson's vic 
Lory wenl missing on a wintry night 
in carly December 1900, when a 
thief stole priceless artefacts from 
an cxhyithon on the Painted Hall at 
ihe Koval Naval College in 
(srecenwich 

Among the burglars lool were 
Nelson's three precious Naval 
(sold Mecdals, a mark of honows 
awarded to Admirals and Captains 
present at certain Naval cngage 
ments in the Napoleonic Wars 

Some years later Scotland Yard 
finally made their arrest after the 
Offer of a EAM) reward prowed lia 
Lempling lor a grasping nature, bul 
all that was recovered from the vil 
lans onmginal haul was Nelson’s 
watch and seal 

the Nelson Socicty intends that 
these full-size replica medals will 
be an ever present remindcr to 
oMlectors and others of the Navy's 


revered hero and the ereat victors 
achieved by the Rowal Navy 216) 
¥YOAarS ga) 


@ leor a full version of the histor 
of the Medal's theft, sce Anthony 
article published im the 
(/uarterty Journal of the JAS Chul 


| Pies 


Picture: LA(Phot) MacDonakd 


@® PAYING a call on HMS Albion duri 
Naval Base was the Rev Dr Neil F 
President of Conference 


Currently Superintendent Minister of the Leeds North 
East Circuit of the Methodist Church, Dr Richardson (on 
the right) was taken on a tour of the ship with his wife 
Rhiannon and met the base commander, as well as Albion's 
chaplain, the Rev Michael Meachin. 








SHARON Hall has her 
son, Christopher, to 
thank for her new status 
as a millionaire. 


NAVY NEWS, JULY 2004 





Picture courtesy of The @ortarncuth Mews 


However, Sharon, who 
has been in the Navy for 
more than nineteen years 
and lives in married quar- 


* 
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C: Walking Stick 


Indispensable for a recreational rambie! 
Hidden within its handle, this cane 
cunningly conceals a phial; perfect for 
carrying 4 tot of something to keep you 
warm! 

For those days when you have lost your 
way, the brass handle unscrews to reveal 
4 compass to help you home 


WALKO1 £29.99 UK 
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A: Country Companion 
Be prepared for anything with this ideal glove 





box accessory. Our country companion comes 


compete with 6 set of binoculars, a 





Multipurpose Denknite, min torch (battery 


* Close to Marble Arch and Oxford Street 
* Affordable room rates 
* Choice of restaurants and bars 
* Concessionary NCP Car Park rates 
* Function rooms for dinners, receptions, 
reunions and private parties 


included), plastic sheet, compass and whistle 


Uniquely finished with the Royal 
Navy crown printed on the case 


| 
COMP01 £25.99 UK 


D: Hip Flask 


Fancy 4 tipple or know someone 
who does’ 

Then this is for you 

Our traditional style hip flask is 


B: Sailors Pocket Knife 
This substantial stainiess 
Slee! pocket knife is the 
pertect gift. The knife \ 
folds beck into a 


smooth dark wooden handle to made from stainless steel with a The Victory Services Club. _ « r _=- — 
give a neat and safe finish capacity of Joz Uniquely 63/79 ei einen ' | 4 

Measures 9.5crm open engraved with the Royal Navy | : ’ ’ 

iwood colour may vary. crown, featuring a flip-top London Wa ZHF ’ 


not available to under 18's) 


SPKO1 £14.99 UK 


stopper so the lid wall never 
get lost! 


HIPO1 £16.99 UK 


Tel:+44 (0)20 7723 4474 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7724 1134 
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ship repair company FSL 


Acture POA(Phot) Nathan Oss 


Crews sent 


pack 
Hunt refit 





IHE second most senior man 
in the Navy visited minchunter 
HMS Ledbury to sec how her 
monecering refit could benefit 
the sailor's lot 

Limiral Sir Jonathon Hand, 
Commandcr-in-( heel rlect, 
chimbed aboard Ledbury to learn 
from crew how the rest of the Ficct 
can learn from their ship's lead 

Ihe Portsmouth-based Hunt 
class warship headed to Kosyth for 
i major overhaul following her 
exertions in the Coulf last year 


But instead of crew stay- 
ing alongside her at the 
dockyard during the refit, 
they returned to 
Portsmouth to continue 
their work from there. 


ihc unmanned refit ms one of 
itv by hal Incine | wes inves 
ned at making life for the men 


nd women hetler when not al sca 
4 success !ul 


has followed 


Lcdbury s refit was 
il: HM Corumsby 
ut and HMS | 


aliistock = aboul 


ORDER YOU 














RE-BALANCING LIVES 


to go through her first unmanned 
refi. Tweaks are necded to the 
dca, and Admiral! Band listened to 
Ledbury sailors’ suggestions 

ihe unmanned refit 
ihe competin 


ba lanocs 
g demands of ectting 

lor money with our 
Jiow crew to 


i. ' Th 
LT Te Tee 


ihe best value 
wien to continue 
developing thei 
contro! of 


careers, whilst keeping 


scparatcd service sud =the 
WIMITal 
Ihe ship's 


Chnvinc CHANnLCS. A 


uper ade imcluded 
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system, improved Irving Conditions 
lor crew and over a dozen morc 
changes and improvements 


“Ledbury is looking as 
good as new and many who 
remember her as the tired 
old lady of the Hunt com- 
munity have been surprised 
at the transformation 
achieved,” said her 
CO Lt Cdr Peter Olive. 


Ihe overhaul is not yet over for 
Ledbury. she will be fitted shortly 
with the state-of-the-art 2193 
sonar system before being pul 
through Operational Sea Traiming 
ready for on-call force duties in 
iw 


Last look on 
the Clyde 


HUNT-CLASS HMS Brocklesby 
ws) goodbye to the Civde for 
41most a vear when she sel oul 
from the Fasianc Naval base on 
her wav down south 

ihe minehunter 1s 
Portsmouth in the process of being 
kitted out with sonar switc 
inc Sonar 215 


Ts Wi 


once 


lhe cquipmecnt will dramatical 
Vv improve the ships ability to 
detect noth tradithonal and 
tcalthv mines that pose potcntial 
threats in the globe's seas 

In ackhtion, Sauls 3 a necw 
high-tech, high-specd command 
ind control system ms hHcing 
installed, ensuring cven more 
accurale navigation mor mine 


oountermecasurcs work 


ONCE the and 
mcsses resounded to the nome 
of Naval banter and the cries 


Passio wialy * 


Ol Wal 
loday there's a hollow ccho 
about HMMS Ark Koval as she 


begins a lengthy spell on the side 
lincs 

Commanding Offteer Cdr Paul 
(ook handed over the ‘keys’ to 
Ark to her CO) during cxtended 
readiness, Cdr Sieve Thompson 
who will nurture the RN flagship 
until the nateon needs her again 

Phe spell alongside in the wnner 
Portsmouth Naval Has 
brings the curlain down on an 
cvcntiul three vears since Ark lef 
Kosvth in the summer of 210)1 fol 
a £1 Sb refit 

lhose three years 
ihe final pubi« 
Quecn Mother 


hasin iy 


hmwing 
have socn 
cngagemecnt bv the 
wh re-dcdicalcd 
the carmecr in Nowember NW): a 
Wisdl from the (Jucen to ocichbralc 
her Coolden Jubilec; serving as the 
springboard for amphious oper 
abons in irag; staging a Status 
(huo concert to launch the rock 
bands album Heavy lraffic: 
appearing ina three-hour TV doc 
umentary (and 15 other telcvisson 
shows), stopping off mm nine coun 
irics, most recently (ocrmany 
landing the first Harner GR® at 
sca and, not least, hosting 7,000 
vrutors since Ilcaving Rosyth, 2.000 
m them during a veut to London 
carlicr thr year 

From her peak compicment of 
14) during last year's operations 
off Irag, just 58 sailors are charged 
with the task of looking after Ark 
during ber lay-up 

Ihe readiness penod is not dor 
mant for the ship. Experts from 
dockyard repair firm FSL will use 
the time alongside to overhaul 
many of Ark s systems before she 
emecrecs from her hibernation in 
‘iW 

lhe catendcad readiness hive & 
part of the Navy's rotation pro 
gramme for the carnecr flect. Onc 
flat Lop 1s ahwaws ready for 

front-line deployment (currently 
Invincible}: a scoond can be swift 
ly reactivated (now Ark Koval) 
and a third es in refit (Tbustrious) 


New mess 
for Raleigh 
joiners 


or on 


A NEW Leading Hands mess 
believed to be the first of its kind 
within the Roval Navy has 


opened at HMS Raleigh, the West 
( ountry traming cstablishment 
Ihe Scoond Ca I ord. ." icc 


Admiral James HBurnell-Nugent 
opcned thi innmovatrve lrving arca 
thal  secn as 


An InCeNniive lO pro 
nol jun, set at 

lraditionally Able Rates and 
Leading Hands have shared them 
mess, bul thes new facility the 
first of its kind — brings the Senor 
Service into line with both the 
Army and KAI 

his most junior mess distin 
guishes them from the Leading 
Hands yet gives them something 
to whech to aspire 

(dre David Pond, the com 
manding Ooffiecr of HMS Kaleigh 
‘Tl 8 extremely momortant 
thal we reward our pcrsonnc! with 
the appropriate privileges on 
caching promotion and give them 
the rccorgnitvon thev descrve 

l am delighted that my estab- 
shimecnt os the first in the Service 
to provide such a facility and in so 
dgemonstratcs the impor 
Command places on 
ndividuals advancing the 
rung of the promotron ladder. 


moon for the 


“wall val 


che Nhe, 
lance ine 
first 


Local lass Lucy paints 
a brighter day 


ALMOST 1,000 local schooichiidren took part in this year's 


Faslane Fair 
Lucy Cassels, 
out 


aged 11, from Hermitage Primary School 
came 
tops when the Faslane Fair Committee decided her lively 


meepen enbet ienl Prameme pager oni eter homoge 


the ; 
Lucy's w 


famity fun day. | : 
: design was transformed into the Faslane Fair 


June 


WwW MOV Vnew's. CO. WA 





® Crew from HMS Monmouth clear Quaker graves at Barbados 





SAILORS from Iwo 
Deve mnport-bascd ships 
have been helping to 
restore historic § burial 


grounds at opposite ends of 


the carth. 

Crew of HMS Cumberland, 
on anti-terror Opcra trons in the 
Middle East, braved scorching 
temperatures in Oman to 
smarten up the final resting 
= of RN and RM dead 

ured in the isolated cemetery 
at Sa’ Ali Cove. 

Ihe graveyard is only acocssible 
by sea, so sailors from the Iyvpe 22 
warship hopped in a boat provided 
Dy the Britesnh Embassy in the 
Omani capital, Muscat, to reach 
the cove 

Iherc they found graves dam 
aged by the weather and s»ne 
minor vandalism and spent a day 
tidying the site and improving the 
tomods for future visitors 

Thousands of miles to the west 
HMS Monmouth's crew found an 
even oldcr Dural ground in an 
cven worse static of negicct 

Ihe Cliff gravevard in Barbado 

the Last resting place of proncel 
ing (Quaker sectthers out to 


the West [Indies in the 17th 


wih Sel 


(entury hoping to spread the 
Whe ru 
Ihe community thrived for 


more than a century, such that 
there were al icas! frve mecting 
wuss On liar packs al the ncn 
of the movement 5 power 
(Quaker numbers, however 
been on the decline since the 


have 
| Siak 


and of the 
uscd) bv the 
onty Ciil remains 

Ihe graveyard was 


four burial grounds 
Quaker community 


burned hy 
Cen (Uurcs 
added to by bocals using the site as 
an unofficial dump. Few islander 
knew the role the cemetery played 
in Barbadian hestory 

Crew of the Black Duke, in the 
midst of drug-busting duties in the 
Caribbean, found most of the 
graves overgrown of collapsed, so 
they sct about cleaning some of the 
nepgiect as part of 4 project Sup 
ported by the Barbadian High 
Commiesponer Rob Holland 


Forces come 
second in 
leaders poll 


ee headtcachers topped offi- 


undergrowth for two 


of the the Armed Forces in a 
recent league table of the coun 
try s best leaders 

Members of the public across 


ihe ci wuntry Were policd to find out 
who provided good cxamples of 
icadcrship 

Headteachers werc rated highly 
by over half of those asked, with 
olfecers in the Armed Services 
winning the oper cent 
of the 1.510) people surveved 

(tose behind follow the police 
with 35 per cent and doctors at 34 
mer cent. Lowest of the low come 
civil servants who are thought 
just 3 per cent 


rcsaecl iy] 


it Hi mL! lc abe rm fry 
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Leaving the 
full-time Navy? 


Find out more by calling for an information pack 
08704 100 384 (Mon-Fri) or e-mail your narne and 

address (no CVs please) to: intenwewingaipsos.com 
Please specify where you saw this ad 








| JOIN the 

| Naval 
Careers 
Service 


The Director of Naval Recruiting 
is currently seeking 
RN & RM WOs, 
Senior Rates and SNCOs 
to work as 
Careers Advisers 
at these locations: 


Market Research 
Interviewers 





iy ng Thailand 


i pd wetthement courses | ‘Or aTyryorve 
ea | ng ay i ge 0 areer. 200 
BP dca cae bs, || 


ia © t eel = ira 4 
Thriving Nautical 
Training School 
Based in South of France — 
Established 10 years / Extensive 
Customer Dae 
MCA & RYA approved / Mainly 
classroom stuches with students 
















from superyacht madustry 
All enquires to 


rhb 1 @vodafone.net 


| £1m property portfolio} 
ifrom scratch in 5 years 
I have teamed up with an 
| innovative property company that 
| has developed a range of unique 
purchasing concepts thal arc 

creating real wealth for ordinary 
people with very little investment 





Interested in learning more? 
Contact Cdr Chins Woods on 
O7790 358 331 

or 01394 387260 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 





| New Leaf Education — 
Tel: 01302 859954 
PO Box 460, DONCASTER DN4 OAL 
Lv wv w.newleafeducation.co.uk 










Or E-mail ‘yor ut 


xe ortunitie 














Nelson 1 Eleotti cal 
-eliege 


Abotrt toplaaVoreloes aeyVies? 
Why not corpse ris 
increasing hy Mire eye 7a ye) ele] 
of Blactrieal) Corneclecigepea 

Sriinoariges 

l¥ you zits FSeyyirrepceris 
alocielVoeen7 otioe oeisen 
Of trig sU NE VS ezielcocle reel erel 
erziif) vent to peep WRT as 













llaThompson - nelson.college je@virc i 


Enlist on a 
Full Time Reserve Service 
(Limited Commitment) 
for employment in a 





specified location ROYAI 
for 3 years MARINES 
with prospects for further 


2 year commitments. 
FTRS rates of pay apply 


(reviewed annual! 
and penaldtabies 
CA3 from £23,433 rising to 
CAI up to £34,441 
with effect from | Apr 04 
Regular Service Pensions 
will be abated 
so that your total 
remuneration will not exceed 
vour basic pay 
on the last day 
of regular service. 


Carliste 


Leeds 
Birmingham Norwich 


~, Oxford Cambridge 


Readithe 


“For further information 


please co 
_ DNR $O3 Support ~ Lt Tina Gray ~ PSTN: 023 9272 4359: Mil: 9380 24359 





INAVY NEWS AD RATES 
| (exc. VAT) as effective from Ist June 2002 
DISPLAY 
Ce ae ae se 
PRON FN ssaicksccachenaneatcairiendiapiecticcsncemenenenes AU. | 
Quarter Page... nen cae PL eee Oe £699 
§.C.C. Sidi 2 ant tiaithlaanicattncibatentttegnonniees ienenetie eonseeees £13.85 | 


CLASSIFIED 
| BR ee a oe en ha a wa 9OP per word 
me hz... wend WOrdS 
For Sale coccccccsscsscssssssssssssssesseeeeeeeee Minimum 10 words | 
| Box Nuaniber sc.cckcktets ae Poi £3 
| Box number £3 


PENFRIENDS 
See details on Miscellaneous Page 











ee — 


Discounts. Colour Sates, Technical Derails available on request 


“Teepe 023 9272 5062 Fax: 023 9283 0149 


fra eds Pack sila sneta : 


SAVY NEWS 


JULY 


NK 


BLINK and vou'l 
latest addition to the Royal 
Navy s publicity machine 





| rss the 


if * probably 1 k ne WEL “al 
upwards of |(imph 

(On a Diustiery and d Imp oa 
the | ne of Formula © HMrit 
aT) * Ic a gars “STW rs ic ita 
Li John Welsh, headed out for the 
firs Limc in his rmnient single scal 


Formula 2000) races 
i" 
For the next | 


PLT L MT 


S minutes the 
omcer tore around the 
track al specds Wwe tines tiie lim 
in his native Portsmouth, ensur 
ing no-one behind him on the grid 
hnshed ahead of him 

Unfortunately, he didn't 
in pole position 

But for a first run out by the 
training officer, (his was an cxce! 
lent start. And a motorsport world 
dominated by the mg advertising 


ine KR 





| @ Blue is the colour: (Above) Lt 
John Welsh in his Formula 2000 
| racer, complete with FAWN livery 
- and John's blood type painted 
on the cockpit wall to help med- 
ics in the event of a crash. 


Stari 


runs, il Was fice lO see 


® This job is the pits: The RN racing support team in the garage 
at Silverstone and (right) John soon realised it was a mistake to 
pick up the weekly shopping in his Formula 2000 racer 


—_ Education 
BOOK NOW FOR OUR NEXT 


i ae 
‘Alb 








Sea King drops in 
on Wellington 








@® Smile, you're on 


EDUCATION FEATURE 


UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING 


20% REMISSION 


OFF BOARDING FEES FOR HM FORCES, 
CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARERS 
Co-ed Boarding & Day 3-19 years (Boarding 6+ years) 


A TOP UK SCHOOL FOR GCSE & A-LEVEL RESULTS 
= * 7 


A SEA KING helicopter from 846 
Naval Air Squadron at RNAS 
Yeovilton gave some of Wellington 
school's pupils a lift — lnterally' 


Each year Wellington trains 
Combined Cadet Force (CCF) 
len lors 


teams to take part in the 
Challenge, ani 2014 was no cxcep 
on 

But this year onc of the heli 
copters drafted in to help with the 
ioeistics of the len 
crewed by 
dad 

So since Wellington School was 


lors was 


a Wellington pupil's 


school and flown to the start by the 
Naval hehoopter 

Both Wellington teams compilct 
ed the two-day challenge well with 
in the time limits, despite hot 
weather and blistered feet 

Wellington School takes boys 
and girls from the ages of 11) to 18 


Entry s by entrance cxamination 
Or interview, and parents and 
prospective pupils are warmly 


invited to mecct teachers and stu 
dents al the SUM) sirong schiam 

For more information on the 
schol 's korces Allowance of entry 


‘hk | l i, 
- 
ihe nex | 
nula (Ww) « h 
cual 
™~ “4 ; We | 
i a c¢ fair in Brands Hatch 
1 hope tu atthe Navy s stand al 
(hs month s Hr sn (srand Pri at 


Siverstone (Fnday 9 


‘Sumac hay 


John has paid for the car 
himself, but as it's decked 
in RN colours - complete 
with the new ‘straighter flag’ 
logo - PR bosses realise the 
publicity value of such a ve- 
hicle. 


For the Portsmouth-based offi 
er, who looks at the traimimng needs 
of the KN in light of the new kit i 
will be acquiring, this ms very much 
a labour of love 

“The car itself oost about ER. 

but its taken another £4,000 to 
ect it on to the end,” said John 





e formul 





cockpit carnera: Lt Welsh 
minus his heimet in the garage at Silverstone 


Wee hh Fa Vere .co.uk 





ent 


| Ary) | iY, i 
ru | iL Aah | | 
| 
weit T + SOT S| A, 
I i it op ree ld 
i IT LIME ITwund SVC rione 1% 
i prvilcec only a icw pcopie have 
Gg. Un a dull spring day, the 
anmdstands wi empty. Not thal 
c OM wc 
You are so focused when vou 
driving thal vou dont notice 
whether there are crowds of not 


john explained 

[he car s so demanding 
cannol relax | only saw the pit 
board once during a | 2-lap race 


Wi PL 


Its not & one-man show. how 


\ professional engincer 
looks over the car and a Naval pil 
tcam — drawn from the NTE(TTD) 
staff John works behind the scenes 
to ensure the racer is ready 

fhevy won't be called upon that 
often 


Phe 





Al around £81) 
lo ship the 


Cir lo 
i track and enter 
1 in a thee 
1 appearances 
by John on the 
track will be few 
and fal 


| trl a 


pub 


between 
icst cay 
On a race (rack 
PND or a 

NCVC riheless 
john feck he 
| and his car — have 
potential 
| | was on the 
back third of the 
end but I reckon 
with the car | 
have | can cas 
ily De m the top 
half, he added 





requirements, contact by cmail 
up al aomnge@wellingtion-scnool. org. UK 


SCHOOL 





cn routc, the cadcts had the addcd 


cxcitcemcnt of being pie Kod 


TRINITY 
— THE DUKE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 


DOVER | 
por, 
> 


‘Looking forward with confidence — 
looking back with pride’ 
#\) 
% 7 


| | , % a & , 7 ' 
UE 1, (OL EUAN LAT AD) BOA RDO 
West w)) AOR CH ORES 


Sunmery 5 months - 3 years, Preparatory 4-1), Senior | | -19 


j 
| Recent Excellence Award from the Independent Schools Association 
and Investors in People Award 
Wie Have: 
® Small classes © Clhostian Ethos 
® Cher 0 extra-curncular activities 


ewe hai gra ia 


le 


tory of being a Sunday Times. The unique boarding school for 
children of service personnel. 


Founded in | sa3 


op UM Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results 


7 * 


r m7 Fr... 7. " — . S - - 
c DO F eparsiory Se oO! for A 


adem eH esuits 
@ 20 Advanced Level subjects and AVCFE offered 
@ Boarding accommodation with en-suite facilities 
® Set in beautiful 14 acre grounds, overlooking the | rglashs i hanne! 


* baceilent exam reolts across oo broed curriculum and 
high expectations in all thal we do, 


ee a 


* The heel bs 100% boarding for 500 pupils providing 
precively the caring, secure and sable environment 
needed for wervice children. 

bimquiries to: 

The Headmaster 

The Duke of York's Koval Military Scheol 

es 

Tek: OF M4 245024 Faw: 014 245019 

bonal: beadmester’ dev rernicom 

Applications for Sept 2005 to be with the regitrar 

before the Sit October 2004, 


@ A tnendly, canng environment with individual attenuon for all pupils 
© Over £3.5 millon has been spent on new facilities over the last 6 years 
@ One rewdential member of staff for ewerv 10 boarders with a real 


farnals atmosphere 
Bursaries available to Forces families 


farty appication is 


/ » . 4 - SEE IP : d deappornrment Mle riled 
yt et . TRINITY SCHOOL 
QUEEN ETHELBURGA’'S COLLEGE | BUCKERIDGE ROAD « TEIGNMOUTH * DEVON + TQ14 8LY 
Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. England pet Tel (01626) 774138 Fax (01626) 771541 


Tel: 08707 42 33 30 e-mail: enguiries@trinityschool.co.uk www.trinitvschool.co.uk 
Web: www.queenethelburgas.edu Mt Zz. —_— a ee . 








‘stolmeelesa ad Vows lees 
of eevee ool owtireed 
wir pet steel, : 
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[ Pie Pal ragraerees 










feapewreng ferme ube joe 


| Pom cigs callmertae fee 


werry 


FREE ( ‘OL ‘OUR BROC HURE 
I) Neterta Kea Wetleng tee ceng hs. 
\srthants SSE 1H 

TetVas OF945 TTA) Mate OT9I9 152857 
+ mail eee nender we | fheertoco ok 


www.artandglass.co.uk 


| PLAS & FLAGPOLES 


Economy Sit x 3M flags £7.99 
Bunting, a & table flags 


pte a ew dat Be ee 


BANANA BOON WORKSHOP 


48 Old Lane Bertha Broadford BDI) 27x | 
ef O1274 688103 Fax o1z74 Sarr | 


IMADE-TO-MEASURE 
SUITS FROM £395 


30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


07742 322886 


Navy News Own Products 
How are not eatreted woth one of our 
eoid Throwdgh thes pager 
enyey return ft to ws wie withenld § 


wn pr ieiets 


day ond we well replace it free of 
change of rmeawe a hull refund linciuchng f 
pant ape | 
The guaranties does rot affect your 


Hatuiory reghts 
Navy News 
Notice To Readers 


The pubbliahers cof Aawy ewe cari 
cosy! reapeonaiielity for the Socurecy 
evl erry achverrenmen of for ary loa 
suffered try ary readers an oa result 
heaiers are stromghy reconwreencdedd 
‘ond soot 


i Teke (eee Oe ereyper ee 


SY Ow ite COT er ta Lia srw 


finamisl aiwewe before seenchrg ary 
renionng ovo airy heqgadly 


eenchin ipreerren! 





WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 


Hand painted on wooden base 6a x 7in 


£33.15 including U.K. postage and vat. 
REDUCED oo oe for orders of 5 or more 
| SPECIAL PRICES 

CRESTED TIES TO 


Oxtord House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE | 
Gs seen 01483 771588 =Fax: ress 736627 


GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES ©& 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS | 


(Select any ship or FAA. Squadren etc.) 
BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS, 
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES (RM, FAA. OR ASSOCIATION) 
| Showhd there he any item you require whech « not chown, please contact us, and we 
will endeavour to help. as we are wnable to best all the prodects im cur powtfolo 
Whether wou arc bowme for yvoursel!, oF a lowed one, we will be happy to 
inom and quantity diacuunh Ulm appiicatim 
Military Matters 
7 Waterside, Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OLS 7DP 
Tel: 01.457 377010 Fax: 01457 S784) ¢-mail:militarymaticrs @ bioprnworki.com | 





tor 10, 25, 50 and 100 
SPECIAL DESIGN 





C.H.MUNDAY LTD 


rivc wom 


Freetall Acwentures Floncia ae keppy 
te offer Motstary Dec cemted Lipdreg Comrie 
tor beqeemer to adwamced wlmderet) on ber eetrte! 
Sebesnas Fiera Oe Sipdireeg i bee 
Brtrih oweed sad opevsied (oc sted on fhe 
eau coast! of Flerda thes Wopecel peredese os 
Come poem os ior entree tee the con 


Cott i her hertiees detach: 
Freefall Adventures, Flonda 
WW oAkeper Drews, Lebkeomen Feerets DR UGA 
Tel:(7727) 188 6550-Fen-(772) 581 44668 

Emarl shydiveMik@asol com 
wew MHadventures com 


(!'WANTED! 
-H.M.S. 
~Bell’s 


Thomas Kerrigan, 
12? Summerhill North 
St Lukes, Cork IKI 

(00353 21 4501573 


™ Collector in UA monthly 
" : atectenctocnn 








RARE AND OUT OF PRINT 
ON LINE AT 

| www. meclarenbooks.co.uk 

| ctqued maser eles preteen [eatreted hour ed 


McLAREN BOOKS LTD 
22 JOHN STREET. HELENSBURGH GB4 BBA 
tel O14 CAML) ead cowl 


WANTED 
H..M.S 
Bells, tread plates, name | 
boards, bridge badges 
Best prices paid by 
UK private collector 


Mark 07789 641682 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blarcr 
Hadees, Cuff-Links, Butioms, Micdals 
( ap Badges Miltana £7.00 for lea 
Cairncross (Dep. NN), 31, Belle Voe St 
Filey, N. Yorks YO)4 SHI 

www cairns«son.freeserve.co.uk 
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LOST MEDALS 


REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 


COLD WE BADGES-ALL SPS ETC__ erin 
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS rm 
| STANDARD mo 















































3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE | SDROAAD CARRIERS WADE TO ORDER__cxsay RN LOGAGE A ————— -_ 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION | mcwmce ae US | MTSE __nis 
RAYMOND D. HOLDICH | |= ssonauiroox mm 
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre | MEE MNOONC CLONES WNL00D____5) sememease ia 

7 Whitcomb Street, London WC2H 7HA | WAY BLACK BERETS 6° -£ 0S A GRANCH SHOULDER TITLES PR__taw | 

ITEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152| | “sx=ee= ee 
je mail:rdhmedals@aol.com www.rdhmedals.com SMEATSARTS ANA Ri, WAN GREY. _£9580 








SEND FO REE LST 


ALL UK ORDERS £1.00 PAP] 


11, Gotehead Drive, Show, lance OFF BJT 


| Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 


WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 
SD oncehtenthieinn Saemgeeee eastaren 


Fax: 01527 57679% 
Local Rate UK Only: 0845 6552001 


MMM’ SA) a Te eT Oe CISA STV 
Pu Se EA PME ST ASD MONAT ee MEALS SPP 
MIMS SAV) 2s oe) A eS A) WA 
SD SAP Pe LATEST CATAL AD 





| Wright & Logan 


| the Royal Naval Museum, | 
Portsmouth 


Telephone: 
023 9282 6682 — 


www. wrightandlogan.co.uk 
Rachel @ victory 2005.co.uk 





ACTIVE SERVICE MEDAL, SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL 


PLEASE CONTACT US ‘Siro art ae : CRS f 
FOR MORE DETAILS. “*)°°")" eee 6 ocala Cn 


RIVER PARK, ERMINGTON MILL, IVYBRIDGE, PL21 INT 
Tel. 01548 830717 Fax. 01548 830046 
























dal@b ok dlrs ) 
www. nint.com 

The Gift Shop ee en Te 

RRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE IOOIOIITT cited eiteaahidecpncsieidanineeneinnink 

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE.............cccessr £ 8.95 PS aici nhl cahebiaraaiaa 

S}, BOSUNS CALL: Brass & Copper with chain... amily £ 7.50 

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, AM, BANC... pair f 650 s sainneidtnicnebinieduies ovdinedandtnbiehiastniihnsinnnnnabuastteninnnnnaneaenasnscnasasesunesnsssessusseese ' 
POLO SHIRT: RN Badge SMIXI £15.95 Submariners gilt brooch _. £ 9.95 : 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack... ea £ 2.95 : “= | 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, GANG, Salter, Tel No: ee 


Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, and many offers... F195 | 
TES: RA, MN. £ 9.00 FAA, Submarines and others. EIS 
Prices mctude PS P. pepe tah gmc Send SAE for more detadied rst. 


r TEL: 01803 677118 " FAX: 01803 834797 


a 
iz > az SP iz — = — aa as as ast kal lhl —lCcUklLl—lcrlrllCcrce eS oS 


ACTIVE ADVENTUROUS LADY 
SOULMATE wanted by mature 
wandering sailor for long term 
voyaging Mediterrancan & onwards 


FUNLOVING FRIENDLY, cuddly 
young 40 female, Plymouth. WLM 
Toyboy. Box July 7 
















Bex July | LO*OKING FOR FRIENDSHIP 
Serviceman, single “)—40), for happy 
LIVELY SINCERE SINGLE ~~ ego lucky single female 4). Photo 
LADY 49, ecks uwmilar malic 45 Box July & 
ow | F : i | “4. Piymouth arca for tmenmdship/ ———— 


and other accroutrements. 


, Guy Grect from the supplier : 
Contact Fareham 01329 238881 


DAWN 48, NURSE. : | ee ee 
blonde, bloc cye, cinkdly 
penpal. Box July 3 


Straw henry 
ak 4 


JANE41, HOLISTICTHERAPIST, 
CSOH, likes dining out/in, brunctic 


bron n cyes Interests fils 

or Raleigh 01752 815586 SWEDISH-AMERICAN = music, DIY and more. Secks male 
NOW FEMALE sceks oulitary man for Serviceman (45-50) G:SOH, smular 
correspondence. Needs GSOH. Box interests, for senous relationship 


Uniform Specialists Email perry.mackney@turnervirr co.uk) july 4 Photo appreciated. Box July 9 





ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE, 








SINGLE. icmale, young 4()'s. Seeks AIM'ILT CONTACTS: Contact 

Ww W Ww w.sendamessageinabottle. co m | kund, sancere Naval Offheer. Genuine Mag for adults only, | (0%) colour 
. 2 replies only pleasc. Box July 5 photos to choose from. Approval 

Send that special message - ( copy sent rectum of post from 

: With Love | ' HI, I’M MARIA. « brunetic with MATCHMAKER (X./0), Choricy, 


brown cves, slum 5° 9,” 


i outgoing. Box July 6 


to that special 


PR7 485 of 01257-483345 
ov karen @ adultfun.co.uk 


funkoving and 

Person in a special way. 
For any occasion. : 

J 
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nl pee eee at eee! eget eter onal tee eae or ted 
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Se ge tn ee ay aoe ee 8 ft aed a ee et lo ee | ye ate See 5 of the camber of eards pond 

to Peeeee mote We can lake oo regediety be fe Sete oo ete of Se reper cece” AD epee oe werd 

Pe ogee” Ae Gerriws efeaa Tiel pas ee eee gees 2 eh soto i — ge al pee er eee 
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© Type 42 destroyer HMS Edinburgh 


To take on the 
torpedoes 


The origins of the 
modern destroyer go 
back to the torpedo 
boats of the late 
nineteenth century. 

The torpedo boat 
destroyers (TBD) were 
designed to be larger 
than torpedo boats with 
a shallower draft so 


that t could 
pass eulorenth 


The TBD handled better 
at sea and had a much 
more powerful quick- 
firing gun. 

The first torpedo boat 
destroyer commissioned 
was HMS Havock in 
1893. 

In the next seven years 
some 60 TBDs were 
built. 
Since this 
—T he denier 
have had a fine history 
in the Royal Navy. 
Destroyers were vital to 
the British Navy during 
both World Wars, where 
their names still ring 
proud in military 
histories. 


Known as the 
workhorses - or more 





glamorously, the cavalry 
of the Navy these ships 
have always played a key 


role in maritime warfare. 


These ships escorted 
Atlantic and Arctic 
convoys, and destroyers 
evacuated more troops 
from the Dunkirk 
beaches than any other 
class of ship. 


A tale of 
two halves 


During World War I, 
two of the , 
destroyers suffered an 
interesting fate. 

HMS Zulu and HMS 
Nubian were battie- 
scarred and damaged, 
but the front end of 
Zulu and the back end 
of Nubian were 
relatively unscathed. 
So an enterprising soul 
came up with the idea 
of orming ‘ship 
surgery . 

The two halves were 
stitched together and 
the resulting new ship 
named - Zubian! 


| take as tts theme the Evolution of Masitime Aviation. The event will celebrate the 


women and aircraft during the 90 years sence the formation of the Royal Navy Aw Service and the Fleet Ai Arm 
| Today RNAS Yeovilton is at the heart of the Hleet Ai Arm and is one of Europe's busiest malrtary asrfretcs. 
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One é the key pone in the history of the 
Type 42 destroyer is the Falklands War in 1982. 
A Naval force of over 40 ships - of which eight 
were ? - took part in the South 
Atlantic lict. 
There were two class HMS 
Antrim and , the Type 82 Bristol 


ssid the atieac File. tae ol Type 42s. 

HMS Sheffield was the first of the Type 42 
class but fated never to return from t 
southern islands. 


Sheffield was lost to an Exocet missile attack, 
and bombs from Argentinian aircraft sank her 
sister ship HMS Coventry in less than 30 
minutes. 


destroyer G suffered the last — 
Pisacav ethiticatate Ger andunnal The 
survived but 13 men were killed in this final 
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International Air Day 
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Birthday wishes for: 


Bayley Adams 
Claire Adsett 
Jacob Ayre 
Martin lett 
Stephanie Billing 
Jacob Child 
Capri Childs 
Jamie Cooling 
Charlotte Cooper 
Hannah Davis 
Joshua Davis 
Lucinda Davis 
Thomas Freeman 
Emma Gasston 
Nicholas Gazzard 
Fleur Glancey 


Neil 

Jerduntomaon 

Alex Harrison 

Daisy Harrison 
radley Hartill 

Andrew Hartshorn 

David Haselden 

Kristina Hill 

Philip Hobbs 

Jonathon Holden 

Joe Hollis 

Charlotte Hook 

Gary Howe-Sampson 

Megan Hughes 

Sarah-Jayne Humphreys 

Jordan Humpries 

Emma Jinks 


Lee Jowle 

Mathew Keir 

z ack Lambie 
‘mma L 

Emily Lesmagton 

a Luke 


Simone Perren 

Martin Phillip 

Darren Pullen 
R 

Sam Ri 

Emma Roberts 


Jeffrey Samuelson 
Jordan 


Andrew Walsh 
Stuart Wilson 
Rebecca Youngs 





WIN A FAMILY TICKET TO YEOVILTON INTERNATIONAL DAY 


Air Day 2004 at Royal Naval Air Station Yeovilton in Somerset takes place on Saturday 18th September and will | 





of the men. 


The 5 hour fang display will feature many Navy amcraft types deprcting thes year's theme. The roar of fast jets will be plenty 


| especially trom some of our mternabonal wsdors such as the Beigan #16 and German Tornado The Battle of Britaun Memonal Fight, | 
| the Royal Navy Hestonc Fight and a Vintage flyin wall prowde something a little bet qureter but just as empresswve After a tour year | 
| absence the world famous RAAF Red Arrows Display Team wall once again be performeng to the Yeow!ton crowds The finale to the 
show wall be the tradmonal Commando Assault Demonstrabon, mcorporatng the RAF and Army 


For your chance to win just send a postcard of email marked “Yeovilton to the usual address along with 
Techets are avaslable trom the website HYPERLINE “http www yeowltonanrday co uk” www yeowltonaiday co uk 
or Ticket Line 0870 800 4747 Normal Competition rules apply Closing date 31/0) 04 
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Where in the world...: 






HMS Albion 

Place: Norfolk, Virginia 
Country: USA 

What's it like: Huge and 
varied 

Capital: Washington DC 







One of the highlights — 
and you couldn't get 
much higher — of this 
year's HMS Sultan 
Summer Show will be 
the display by the 
Ultimate High aerobatic 
aircraft display team 
The mean-looking Extra 
300 planes used, as well 
as giving a fantastic 
vertical performance, 
can turn around at 400 
degrees per second 
Team leader, Mark 
Greenfield, says: “Do 
you like rollercoasters? 
Then youd love the 
experience.” 

Before the show (which 
takes place on June 
26/27), some lucky (or 
plucky?) grown-up 
volunteers tried it out 
for themselves, in the 
company of a trainer. 
They had the chance to 
use the controls in 
flight, experiencing a 
stall turn, with the 
ground heading rapidly 
towards them, before 
pulling out. They also did 
a loop, which, Mark 
says, you must never 
call “looping the loop.” 
Reactions from the 
volunteers? Awesome , 
“Cool! I'll go up again”, 
and “Unbelievable™ 

Info on the show: 
www.sultan.org.uk 


[t's our four-page 
summer issue next 
month. Got something 
to say - let us know! 


The first torpedo boat 
destroyers to be 
ordered were named 
Daring and Decoy. 

Right now a new 
generation of Type 45 
destroyers are being 
built, and appropriately 
enough the first is to be 
called HMS Daring. 


These future ships will 
be among the biggest 
and toughest air 
defence destroyers that 
the Royal Navy has ever 
operated. 


Their radars and missile 
systems are far more 
advanced than anything 
that the Type 42 
destroyers possess. 

The next generation 
destroyers will be 151 
metres long - that's 
just over three Olympic- 
sized swimming pools 


Rom © 
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RUN RINGS AROUND YOUR 

FRIENDS WITH ZING SHOT! 

is the ultimate in aerodynamic innovation. The foam ~zingrnngs” are 
long and straight trajectory of up to 170 feet. 


We have 10 of these fantastic toys to grveaway. For your chance to win 
just answer the following questhon, 


Q How many Type 42 Destroyers do the Royal Navy currently have’ 


Send your answer on a postcard or email marked ‘Zingshots’ to the 
usual address along with your name, address, age and membership 


number 
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The ships and people of the Royal Navy have been travelling all around 
the world for the past few months. Here are a few of the places they 
have visited recently.. 


HMS Grafton 
Place: Karachi 
Country: Pakistan 
What's it like: Fertile 
plain to the east and 
mountains to the north 
Capital: Islamabad 

















HAS Scott 
Place: St Helena 
Country: UE 

What's it like: A small remote 
island in the Atlantic ocean 
Capital: Jamestown 









So far six of these new 
destroyers have been 
ordered. The six ships 
are called: Daring, 
Dauntless, Diamond, 
Duncan, Dragon and 
Defender. 

The first of these ships 
will come into service 
towards the end of this 
decade. 

Type 45s are designed 
to be ‘big. There is 
space on board for some 
235 people, but the ship 
only needs a crew of 
190. 

This extra space means 
that specialist teams can 
be carried on board for 
specific missions - 
anyone from Royal 
Marine Commandos to 
medical personne! to 
help disaster-struck 
countries 


look charging across the sea Picture: BAE Systems 


ee ee alin! Prpintals SOARS aranatn eee ies 
1 B-\-+ 
ee eae | ’ _——- 3 | 
- a z . 





— 


Thee? tt 5 eee Tee Tee Te hTh TCP TE TTL ECTTEOPECCOTLIECLLEC EEO LLC eee cee eee rrr 


SPSS SSS SS SSS SSS SST SE CSET EEE ERTE SS 


Send your completed form to the address below with a cheque or postal order for 
Young Readers Club’ Navy “a HMS Nelson, Rectemouth PO? 3HH 


Or for further information contact us on 023 9273 3558 | 


You can also enrol online at www.navynews.co.uk/youngreaders or over the phone ~ 


@ A drawing of how the new Type 45 destroyer will 





1p or by email: youngreaders@navynews.co.uk » 
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rines geta 
of the 


American way 





MARINE cadets check 
out the obstacle course 
— American-style. 

A party of 37, together 
with 15 staff, from North 
West Area were guests of 
the United States Marine 
Corps at their base at 


Quantico, Washington DC 

— where quickly found 
out that life with the USMC 
was no soft 


A 5am start saw them 
out on an endurance 
course on the first full day, 
followed by a high speed 
ride in Riverine assault 
craft down the Potomac. 

Drill procedures were 
exchanged and there was 
also a day given over to 
practice with small arms, 
including M16 .50 calibre 
sniper weapons and 
grenade launchers. 

The NATO assault 
course was one of the 
toughest challenges — but 
here the winning team's 
time of Bmin 30 sec was 
deemed to be very cred- 
itable. 

All gained a qualification 
in the Battle Swimming 
test — done wearing flak 
jacket and helmet. 

Another highlight was a 
visit to the Presidential 
Flight Helicopter Squadron 
—- where the very first 
Presidential helicopter 
used by President 
Eisenhower is maintained. 











Two of the best 


LORD Lieutenant for Merseyside Col Alan Waterworth pre- 
sented his Certificate of Merit to PO Michael Gribble of TS 
Active (above). 

Michael has represented his unit at District and Area lev- 
els in boating, swimming and shooting and paraded with 
the unit band for the Battie of the Atlantic commemoration. 
He won a trophy for collecting the most money of all 

cadets for the Poppy Day appeal. 

Meanwhile LC William has been appointed 
Lord Lieutenant's Cadet for Greater Manchester and is 

seen receiving his Certificate of Award from Col Sir John 
Tiausine thelten. 

Said his citation: “William possesses all the best quali- 
ties that make a good Sea Cadet and his s of char- 
acter does him credit. He is always one of the first cadets 
to volunteer to help and he does not shirk from taking a 
leading role.” 











CADETS from several 
Eastern Area units provid- 
ed a Guard of Honour for 
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Alan West when he opened 
the new Lord Nelson 
Grandstand at Great 
Yarmouth racecourse. 

Presented with a tot of 
rum by one of the Marine 
Cadets, Admiral West toast- 
ed the stand as a Naval 
officer's dress sword was 
presented to go on perma- 
nent display in it as part of 
a Nelson exhibition. 

The day's racing included 
the Lord Nelson Royal 
Navy Maiden Stakes and 
the Navy presented a 
bronze trophy for a new 
annual race. 

Norfolk is the county of 
Nelson's birth and the first 
ever race course in Great 
Yarmouth was originally on 
the site of the present 
Nelson Monument. 
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Sea Cadets ™ 
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ARDIFF Unit's Field 
Ce team provided 

one of the star turns 
as the Sea Cadets staged a 
Bank Holiday weekend 
series of displays at the 
Roald Dahil Plas in Cardiff 
Bay. 

Others in the pro- 
gramme, which drew large 
crowds, were the Barry 
Unit Drill and Torfaen Unit 
Hornpipe display teams. 

Each day's events 
closed with all Cadets in 
the arena for a very 
impressive Sunset. 

Cardiff City Council pro- 
vided the location, crowd 
barriers and security. 

Chairman of Cardiff Unit 
Lt Cdr David Walton, who 
organised the show told 
Navy News: “This was a 
fantastic first time event 
which we hope will 
become a reguiar feature 
of the Cardiff Bay pro- 
gramme. 

“lam extremely grateful 
to the City for their help 
and to the staff of all units 
who put in so much work 
to make this a success. 

“The Cadets enjoyed the 
two days immensely and 
worked extremely hard — 
and what is more were stil! 
smiling at the end. 

“Since the event we have 
had many more recruits 
joining the Corps.” 


® CROWD PULLERS: 
Cardiff Field Gun team in 
operation with (inset) the 
whole Cadet display force 
and their staff 
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ABERYSTWYTH cadet POC 
Stacey Davies was one of the 
lucky few sclected to pon REA 
sir Percival in Cardiff for pas- 
sage to Plymouth — an imitia 
tive designed to give cadets an 
insight into the world of the 
Koval Fleet Ausuliary 

ihe Captain of the ship, 
(apt Nigel Jones comes from 
( ardigan and 1s the C1 ) desig 
nate of the new RFA Cardigan 
Bay the name now ack ipted 
by Aberystwyth unit 

(apt Jones joined the RFA 
in 1969 as a Deck Officer 
(‘adet. He has commanded all 
classes of RFA vessel and ts 
interested in canoeing, British 
Wwatcrwavs and motlwy sport 

POC Davies took the Oppor 
tunity (O present hm witha IS 
Cardigan Bay cap tally and 
Capt Jones told her he hoped 
that when he joined his ship he 
could strike up a haison with 
West Wales Sea Cadet units 

RFA Cardigan Bay, A 
Landing Ship Dock 
(Auxiliary), built by BAI 
Systems at Govan, is due to 
Come into service ncxt! veal 

Based on the Dutch LPD 
Notterdam, she is designed lo 
transport troops, vehicles, 
ammunition and stores in sup 
port of amphibious opera 
LhoOns 

Offload is enabled bv a 
flight deck capable of operat 
ing heavy helicopters 


Ducal inspection 


DURING his visit to Pembrokeshire as the UK's Special Representative for 
international Trade and investment, the Duke of York asked to visit a local Sea 
Cadet Unit — and Pembroke Dock Unit fitted the bill as it was then undergoing its 


_ &@ CONNECTED: CO des- RN Inspection. 

ignate of RFA Cardigan Bay The Cadets demonstrated the rigging and de-rigging of an ASC Dinghy after all 
Capt Nigel Jones accepts a 12 juniors performed the Hornpipe for the Royal visitor — who is Admiral of the 
TS Cardigan Bay cap tally Scc. 


from POC Stacey Davies 
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® Right, now's the time to play the Lawrence of Arabia 
theme: Capt Andy Ward pauses briefly for the camera 





Sandy Andy's handy 


in desert marathon 


tN DLESS sand duncs and 
icmperatures bubbling around the 
°C mark — 1A) F — were the of 
der of the day for green berct Capt 
Andy Ward when be complcted 
what o regarded as the world's 
ioughes! fomtrace 

The landing craft troop com 
mander from HMS Bulwark 
cuned GOD fellow runners in the 
wands of southern Morocco for the 
Marathon des Sabics, a 152-muile 
slog through the Sahara, spread 
wer SOX davs 

Runner face hostile terrain 


Ann helps RAF to soccer success 





sand, rock, gravel and counticss 
dunes — as well as scaring tempera 
tures in legs which range from just 
11 miles to 50 miles in length. 

No runner can sct off on cach of 
the daily legs before °am, ensuring 
that racing takes place during the 
hottest part of the day 

Race Ofganiscrs say only 
“lunatics and masochists” should 
partake; Andy ranks in the top 
third of these alongside fcllow 
Royal Marine May [nit Leydor 

both were in the first 200 in ms 
to cross the finesh line 


WHAT'S this? A sailor helping the Crabs to 


RIN Ladies football team stalwart PO(ETS) Ann McCaffrey al a 


highly contentious RN-RAF Inter-Services match eartier in the sea- 


san behind her as she and the rest of the RAF Halton side clinched 
the RAF London League and Cup - the latter after a tough scrap 


with RAF Brize Norton - in a footballing double (albeit not on an FA 


Cup/Premiership scale). The reason the senior rating turns out for 


Halton? She's based there. 


With the close season now upon us, Ann is looking for fresh tal- 
ent to improve on this year’s achievements by the RN Ladies. De- 
tails from her at RAF Halton on military 95237 6897. 






















REGULARS and reservists bal 
thed it owt to a standst:// as the two 
fencing squads drew in a contest 
celebrating the 100th birthday of 
the sport in the Semor Service 

The two teams drew in a ficrce 
ly-contested clash hosted by HMS 
President in London, the first time 
the RNK and regular RN have met in 
a fencing fixture, despite the sport's 
history 

A strong performance by the Ie 
male RNE team, led by captain S/L1 
Amanda Hale (HMS Nelson) sa 
off dogged oppowbon from Li An 
dreana Glendinmig (KH Haslar) and 
NA(SE)? Ellee Walls (Sultan), the re 
servists took the honours on the cpec 
foul and sabre competitions 

The reservists’ male squad of S/Li 
Ambrose Hogan (Presedent) and Hon 
Mid Kiis Whote (Manchester LRN) 
and captained by Acting S/LI An 
drew Thomas (Presedent) dain t far 
as well as thew female countecrparis 
with 


1 Vinny In one Wess i = 


cure decmve victory over the full 
tomers cluding them 
The regulars 


Matthew ( lark 


cpec team of Lt (cy 


(PIHO | ii ‘Ur Mihr 








To mark the 50th anniversary of Aevy Mews this year we ore 


covered 


Starting to put all our back nurnmbers on CD and DVD 
with the past 5 years, some of the most momentous we have ever 


opening 


Mlevy Mews was founded in 1954 purely to serve the Portsmouth 
Command. Within a few months its success allowed it to expand 
to cover the whole of the Service 


Today it has at least a quarter of a million readers 
probably many more as we have plenty of 
evidence of how a few copies may be passed 
around whole ships companies, ex-pat 
communities and ex-Service associations 
who use its colurmn to keep in touch with 
present developments and old shipmates 


Forergn embassies and Press 
correspondents scan its pages, regularly 
picking up iterns they have missed through 
the usual lines of communication 
Since it first entered the Communicators in 
Business annual competition in 1973 A@ry 
Mlews has won over 100 awards without missing 
a single year — a unique achievernent. Last year it 


won its third award from the Plain English Campaign 


You read it here first — now you can reed it all again 
Email ch@navynews co.uk www navynews. co.uk 


For further details contact: 


The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 


Queen Street, Portsmouth PO1 3HH 


Tel: +44 (0)23 9282 6040 Fax: +44 (0)23 9283 0149 











cenienar 


® (Right) ‘I think I've made my 
point’: Naval fencers in action 
Pctywe LA/Pieot) Lins Modcien 


an Olliver (POST) and S/Li Ralph 
Colley (Nelson) saw off the reserv 
mts 45-19, a somilar defeat followed 
in the foal 

A wahant last-round fight m the 
mens sabre threatened to turn the 
tables at the Last minute. Former Aus 
tralian internatwonal Andrew Thomas 
made up 10 hits agamst the forme 
Combined Services _Master-al- Anns 
_AEM Mark Necdham (514 NAS) 
In the end S/LI Thomas was unable 
to make up such a large deficit cco 
nomucally, eventually capitulating to 
Necdham's calm persistance 45-43 

lt «ws JOD wears smoe the first RN 
fencing chammon was crowned, the 
association was formerly adopte ad hy 
the RN un 1919, bot the sport can be 
traced back much further. As carly 
whrw thal a icncmeg 
was engared Ww instruct sal 
or im cutlass dnil 

Events planned to mark the cente 
nary oclude an alumn dinner in No 
woermber and HMS Nelson hosting the 
Combined Services Champronships 


mum CU 14 pecors 


mister 





4 DAY of onentecring 
South Downs outsde 
is lined up on July 14 

RN/MOD cml service (cams art 
berg sought for the South Downs 
Irck, whech begins from (ucecn 
Elizabeth Country Park between 
Hormdecan and Petersfield 

Details from the PI offee al 
Haslar on 9380 65168. There will 
be bonus points for the team weal 
ing the salliest hats 


around the 
Portsmouth 
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Lady golfers go west, men go 


north — with mixed results 


\ BUSY period for Navy 
golf teams has seen mixed 


results in recent fixtures. 

With no disrespect to CPO(Mct) 
Carol McMurtry (RNAS Yeovil 
ton), ber win in the ladies champ 
onships was aided by the absence of 
the Navy two singic-figure golicrs 
Playing just above her handicap she 
took the tithe from CPO(AEA) Lec 
Poole (899 Sqn) 

Lt Debs Vouts (COMMCEN 
Cnbraltar) took the handicap prize 

with 35 pomts and CPO( WEA) 
Karla Fuzzard another rapidly im 
proving player won the high hand 
cap prize. McMurtry and Fuzzard 
combined for the Navy's win im the 
following day's match against the 
club which resulted in 2-1 win to 
the home sidc 

With one or two “guest” play- 
ers to boost numbers per side, the 
ladies enjoyed a creditable win 
against Cams Hall. The highlights 
of the day were the performances 
of ladies secretary Li Cdr Isabel 
Kent (DNR) and Lt Charlotte Bull 
(2SLCNH). Kent teamed up with 
McMurtry for a convincing win 
while Bull, playing well under her 
handicap, led the way to a second 


| win. With Poole and Fuzzard also 
| winning the overall match score 


turned out to be a 3-1 win for the 
Navy. 

Southwick Park is always a pop- 
ular fixture for the ladses and so it 
proved again this year with a 3 — | 
win. Kent and Fuzzard started with 


a final hole victory and a scoond 
win followed from POWt Helen 
Wreht (BRAC) and gucs! partner 
Moira Hoath. Bull and Kavanagh 
completed the Navy wins for a 
commendable result 

Ihe ladies have one more match 
remaiming before the Inter Services 
and Isabel Kent is feeling a good 
deal more confident in producing a 
side that will challenge senously for 
the tithe. Much, as always depends 
on availability 

The men headed north to play 
Lothians county at Bruntsheld 
Links just outside Edinburgh 
However the county undcrestimat- 
ed their match commitments and 
had to withdraw al short notice 
The Bruntsfield Secretary David 
Sandford, an ex KN golfer, stepped 
in and produced a combined side 
from Bruntsheld and ncighbours 
Royal Burgess. The RN never got 
going and with the exception of one 
or two players, the performances 
were disappointing. CPO(WEA) 
Steve Kung (CFM Portsmouth) was 
the pick, teaming up in the morn- 
ing with LMEA Adam Hawkins 
(Sultan) for victory in the top four- 
somes match. 

In the afternoon Kin r. was joined 
by RNGA Chairman Commodore 
Andy Dickson for a fourball win on 
the final n. The only other soore 
for the Navy came in the shape of a 
halved afternoon match from Cdr 
lan Yuil) (CINCFLEET) and WO 
Mark Whitehouse (45 CdoRM). 





Final result RN 2 BABS 


Ferndown provided the venuc 
lor ihe mens annual chcounter 
with Dorset, one of the Navy's 


longest-standing matches 
Foursomes matches in the morn- 

ing were close and with wins from 

Lt Cdr Darryl! Whitehead (CINC 


SOUTHYWWO2 Andy Whale 
(Sultan) and BCp!l Fred Lomas 
(Raleigh)/BSet Joe Sharp (C*l- 


(RM), the Navy went to lunch just 
one point adrift. Singles have not 
been the Navy's strong point this 
year and so it was lo prove again 
The county's strength showed and 
they ran owt winners by 9-5. Navy 
points in the afternoon came from 
wins by CPO Lee McCathie (Nep- 
tunc), Yuill and Whitehead 

Four of the Navy team stayed on 
at Ferndown and competed in the 
prestigious Graham Butler trophy 
the same weekend. The “A” team 
of Hawkins and LMA Soom Gil- 
bert (RDMC Blockhouse) played 
solidly throughout the weekend 
But for one or two poor holes their 
scores of 75, 74 and 72 would have 
been better still. The “B” team of 
Whitehead and Lit Terry Taylor 
(RNAS Yeovilton) scored &5, 72 
and 83 gave the team a grand to- 
tal of 461 to come [1th out of 16 
teams, hopefully ensuring invita- 
tion to next year's event. 

Alt the time of Navy News going 
to print, the RN Championships 
were just finishing. Report next 
month. 


www nmavvnews.co.uk 
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Rowing team 
on the rise 


NAVY rowers morale was high as 
they took on RMA Sandhurst and 
the Army in Eh 

| Te 


ivCy 


Whos scored g 
ihc Cadcts, bul bosi Py a 
istrong Army sede 
Next up was the Rungston Head 
strong ficld of London 
ind college crews, the KN 
fourth 

Poul weather stopped the win 
the Head of the 


OMIWVInNCciIneg 
we il 
margin to 


where iwi a 


er vagis 


icr scason finale. 


River Kace. The RN had hoped for 
itop LOO finesh 

High pot of the rowing calen 
dar was the Jount Services Regatta 
ihc first win was afforded the 
“Tratch cuht from HKN¢( l dart 
mouth and fnends who pul m a 


and beat the 
Wins followed 
and the norecc 


siIrong periornmance 
(nbraltar Regimecni 
in the pairs cveni 
ind scmeor sungic sculls 

lhe RNS Eveht demonstrated the 
results of hard traming by pulting 
in strong performances agains! the 
‘my, Sandhurst and RAF in the 
Inter-Scrvices final. [he team saw 
iWf the KAP, and came withm a 
whisker of beating the Army, but 
eventually came in third 

Performances overall this scasomn 


have been cocouraging and reward 
ior months of traning and coach 
ing. Details on the squad from cox 
and captain S/Lt James Fickling 

AMS Collingwood, men@navy 
rt oun OFT]. UR 


Gym'll fix it — 
day or night 


THE fitness regime at HMS Nel 
“a Wf) sic ps up a gear with the cardio 
suitc and weiehts room 
available 24-hours a dav, scven 
davs a We ck 
CTV cameras now installed 

means that Seclsons offecr of the 
watch can keep an cve on the suite 
Iv screens, rather than having 
to have PT supervisors on duty. As 
cxtra safety mecasurc, bow-level 
panic alarms have been installed 

stall itis the constant Opc ning 
will relieve some of the pressure on 
faciities al peak tomes notably 
lJam-2Jpm and 3.40pm-opm 

They also want to provide some 


vascular 


he 


rms 


Ww Dall 


Ti 


rchet for watchkeepers who can 
while away sommec timc when col 
caguecs arc away on leave 


Promising debut 
by 7s in Borders 


iit KN pul in creditable per 
formances when i cntecred its first 
's contest on the Soottish Borders 

Ihe squad put in for the Pechles 
‘S part mM ihe Scomtimh Borders Is 
( wcwt 


Having ik palo | ang hom 
) < ony hat fra f mn ih | ii Vi 
i - LATS 1% TU 1 a cs 


the final. where thev narrowly los 


(oach C PON PT) Billy Mav treld 


ed U2) and Academy players who 
had narrowly misscd oul on the 
comor 3A 

Heyond sport, there was a re 


cruling aspect to the tournament 
lor the KN. Local youngsters were 
cncouraged to trv the Mer 
in simulators accompanying the 
“juad COuricsy Lhirectoratc of 
Naval Recruiting 


ivuil 


iM 











LAUNCHED thus month $drtance race, in Li Cdr Harr’ case the 
should be another world-beat- *0-m™ule_non-stop Triangle du Soleil 
. Sun [mangle — race around the Medi 


ing Dreadnought for the Royal = perranean next month 


Navy. lam confident of my chances of 
But the latest addition to the “Ficet winning the Transat,” the officer said. “I 
lacks fircpowecr or cven cutting am no stranger to high-speed sailing of 
survey cquipment international competition and my Naval 
The only front-line La Cdr Ken Har carecr has armed with additonal skills 
ns wants his yachttobe onisatthchcad over my competitors, be it weather 
of the 2005 Muni-Transat Race routing coping with sleep deprivation 
The RN Dinghy Team captain and = or project management 
Inter-Services Sailing Champion in I'm actively secking sponsorship as | 
the Ofympic Laser class is planning his = stil! have financial hurdles to overcame 
next, and most ambitious assault on the and need to fit in the race and qualifiers 
waves around my career appointments 
With hus state-of-the-art yacht, which The Mini-Transat ws one of the tough 
6 duc to be completed in Devonport in soo offshore the world, 


cdec 


cal mces in 


July, the staff offieer with Flag Officer met beast becausc diminuitive 6.5 metre 
[ramming ss hopeful be can beat off vachts race with a sail area of a boat 
competition from 70 other yachtsmen twice their sizvc. They are fast, wet, cx 


and women — that's if he qualifies for the 

Brittany-Brazil race in the first place 

Qualification includes a | (MM)-mile 
) passage im the Atlantic plus the 


successiul compiction of another 


ircmec racing machines with no conces 
sons to comfort 

Bovyond his racing pedigres FOS] 
iMfeorcr has team behind th 


eH A Winning? ic 
scenes; the Owen Clarke Design Group 


one 


@ Man of the Match Mark Donaldson 
scores the first of his two | tres againet 
GB Police 


Rug Padaie side feel 
strong arm of the law 


MHE KNKIEs promising start to 
the scason has faltered somcwhat 
in the past month with two defcats 
in the Scottish Courage Cup 

A trip to the heartland of the 
West Yorkshire — to take 
on (iH Police Dewsbury was 
ghwaws gong 4a tough task 


Danny Ellison scored the Navv's 
third try with a conversion pul 
over by Kobtwe Koberis 
the third round of the cup 

pron cd no casicr as the sailors 
played host to Karla | 
home soul. Despite determination 
the home sidc was no match for 





sport is on 


lio te 


cspccially with the law enforcers Barla, many of whose squad were 
ached hy | r Bradford Bull henting for places in an imminent , oO 
lon Hamer louwr of Australia ment 
And so it proved. Despite a sce Alrcady beatcn by half-time organ 
ond-half hehthback. the policemen 's the saulors and grecn berets pul ~ th 
first-half showing was cnough t on a fercer scoond-hall showing rh, 
ensure they ran oul 36-15 winners and notched up onc try, scored ne 


On the plus sidc, the match was by Dane Smallibonc, converted ty 


{ un i 
an cxoellent bhooding for new KN Danny (Coffey ath 
talent and the rcturn of some old Ihe RL East-West clash takes few 


favourtics, notably Royal Marine place this month at Gosport Park 





ew Dreadnought 
to rule the waves 











® Not Dreadnought: Lt Cdr Harris in action with his skiff 


who were responsible for Ellen 
MacArthur's famous Kingfisher 
have come up with the plans for 
Li Cdr Harris Dreadnought 
Ihe boat should be capable 
o downwind specds in cxcess 
of J0kts, as the vachisman will 





LUAKTER-centurn 


LTT 
lO loanthall was reocornimed hy 
mcm of the workd Tun 
lcxMbal! tournament 

RN «6 the only side to have 


ippearcd in the prestignous Lallas 


n lexas since it be ganin 1V?9 
l this vear's U19 side which 
wi to the USA saw competi 


r thon director Gsordon Jago present 
ay lonaldson, a stalwart of 8 of Crosport & Farcham PNEA Youth Chairman Cdr Mar 
i : i 1%. “TL | r | 
i. Ce HS ICC —ae tin Doolan with an award to cel 


Ihe State of Onegin match 
won to date solely by the Eastern 


Plaving on whal was virtually 
home turf for him, he bagged two 


ebrate the Semor Service's support 


: in front of a packed stadium 
trees and deservedly carned the Command, kicks off al 3pm on bee : 1 
RN 7" ' ‘acd Wed ae Bele Sai Ihe Navy has won the Dallas 
a Wh h be? : I bi : ] * * ] * | kh . | . - 7 
s‘man of the match’ accoladc cdncaday July ree entry Cup in the past and reached the 





Geordie Geor 


and rugby fanatic — a lifclong sup 


porter of Tyneside in his native mc a 
north-cast and, of course, England arcu 

Bone Of a string Of ex-pals [rom im Ka 
Australia, South Africa, the USA LAI 


out Bahrain and wind 


ge turns 





IT'S not quite the Six Nations, but and bevond who don shirts for 

is mot « vervday a SauloOr turns oul Bahrain in the Araman Leaguc 

for a nateynal rugby unson sie Eleven international sides strug 
Step forward Geordie “Crcorgc gic for the tithe of top cog in the 

Dunn, (pictured left in kit with his reomon, with Bahrain Iwing in third 

colleagues) by day a watchkecper place 

for the UK Maritime Component 1 consider myself to be really 

Commander in Bahrain, come lucky to play rugby at such a high 

rrulays an international prop for level and have been accepted into 

ward for Bahrain KF the heart of the club, both profes 
Ihe leading opcrator mechan sonally and socally,” said Cseorec 


Playing for Bahrain has given 

yreal op portunity to travel 
nd the Gulf we've played 
jwait, (Iman, Vater, and the 


who were 


learn thes summer 
‘(jualiication & & Necessary 
process to prove that the sailor 
and hes vacht arc able to with 
stand the meours of a solo trans 
Atlantic race,” he added 





@ ‘Who's JR then?’ ‘With initials like that he must have been a 
junior rate..." The RN U19 football squad pose beneath the gate of 
Southfork Ranch, onetime home of the hit soap Dallas. 


Navy loan stars 
football contes 


to 





rv § 
ET i} 5 % | A Te 
nign tor (nis Wear & SOU capil 
4 | | L. 
F a 4 r] oi t y , 4 
bh i. i | a LCA [Pian 


, 5 fF | 
mB far ahelid 


ima) (ara! 
lL nfortunately RNS commitments 


ics Mrayi ; ia, fcal inal 


meant there was litthe time to ac 
climatic to the lexan heal or ect 
used to playing together as a sick 


before the saslors were thrown into 
thew first matches ag 
which had been plaving 


Dabs 


Mins! squads 
and (train 
to@ethe r for Vcoar©rs 

[hat meant the vouth side didn't 
progress beyond the initial group 
slagcs, bul it dxint mean any icss 
commitment from the voung sail 
san) Cor Doolan 

ll football for the team 
shown around the 
including a visit to Jeger 


iors 
lt wasn't a 
sights 


of Dallas 


darv Southfork Ranch mut that 
any of the plavers were old cnoug! 
to remember the hit soap Dallas u 


its pr 


LIT 


"Pass your Motorcycle Test NOW! 


vy Dire 
=. 


fal al da 


Pa a ied 


ect Access 


a a af Poe 


ot has 
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Tennis aces 
share spoils 


AFIER a successful tour of Dela 
ware and Washington bv the KN 
Lawn Jennies Assocatron, the Navy 
reciprocaicd ihe My espitality with a 
challenge match on UK soil 

Ihe Amerncan squad was drawn 





mostiv from the Du Pont Crolf and 
(Country Club in Delaware ind 
they found the home talent hard 
to heal 

Under ghornous skics and after 
some fine tennrns, the two teams ticd 
ihe contest at 4.5 points 

Meanwtnilc, HMS Temeraire 


r Command tennis 
not blessed byw such 


hosted the Inte 
championships 
mxh) Wealher 


ihe contest! hegan in (Port 
smouth s indoor tenns centre but 
the day cleared up to alhow the 
[cams (oO move On 10 Pras 


KN Sootland combined with the 
RM proved too strong for other 
commands, although Ficet pul up a 


strong challenge 
RNLIA chairman Cdre Peter 
Eberle presented the trophy to 


the winning team — POW PT) Ste 

ve Losh (HMS Neptune), Li Cdr 

Andy Mills (DNR Manchester), 

Cpl Carl Luke (40 Cdo) and Mnc 
ar! Moen (3 Cdo Bde) 





@ In the ladies game, tennis devel 
opment days are being offered dur 
ing the summer at the three main 
bases ahcad of an overseas tour 
hopefully to take place next year 
Details on the sport in Portsmouth 
from Li Charlotte Bull on YSS) 
236M, Plymouth PO(SA) Di Roast 
i327 and Faslane POW PT) 


Cricketers 
out and about 
but not out 


lHE Navy s Women s Crncket (lub 
returned unbeaten from their wau 
gural oversea’s tour in Holland 

the squad of 12 spent five days 
in the Netherlands, the highlight 
of which was participation in the 


7 Zé a 
on 4 7 


Koninklyke Nederlandse tourna 
ment against a number of Dutch 
tcams in Amstcheccn 

In liomited-overs format, the RN 


won two games and drew a third to 
reach the final 
( hoosing to field first, the 
estricted Dutch VERA to yust 
4 for 5 im the allocaicd | 
\ guickfire 22 from 158 delivers 
by Li Cdr Charhe Atkinson helped 
scala comfortably victory, won with 
IOUF OVE LO spare 
Impending matches 


sailors 
spcke 


7 
. Uv 


including 


lashes with the MCC. RAF Army 

and Leestershire CC. Details on 
mies «cricket from LI Abex Prd 
dic, sccrctary KN WCC. on military 
juz) Ww 





Tall orders for 
basketballers 


iii first “basketball camp 
women im the Navy i hosted al 
HMS “Seclson ths month as caret 
piaver S/Lt Hannah Byers tries to 
re-kindle interest in the sport 

Ihe junmsor officer ihecre s 
Ddecn considerable interest since a 
plea for players in Navy News car 
fier nis Wear 

Ihe resull is a ladees baskecthal| 
HMMS Nelson's 


low 


al Wh 


wecke nal iM 


ew 
from July Y-11 
I he Paki | Ls 1a) have 4 SIT 
nough squad to allow the RN to 
mnpet te un the Inter Services tour 
nament lined up for March 206) 
Dctails from S/LIt Byers on (77 Rh 
iy) 20) 
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Mallory Park, Kirkby Mallory, Leicester LES 7QE 
Tel 01455 840645 
www. doningtonpark.co. uk 
email info@doningtonpark.co.uk | 























Training 
team 
seized 
by Iran 


NAVAL leaders and the 
Foreign Office were mak- 
ing strenuous efforts as 
Navy News went to press 
to secure the release of 
eight Royal Navy person- 
nel detained by the Iranian 
authorities. 

The men from an RN 
training team helping to 
train lragis to run a mar- 
itime patrol force were 
delivering a patrol boat 
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DASE 


THE MOST modern and hi- 
tech survey ship in the 
Royal Navy has been test- 
ing the state-of-the-art kit 
that makes her tick for the 
first time. 
Devonport-based HMS 
Enterprise enjoyed her first 
extended spell at sea dur- 
ing excellent spring weath- 
er to trial her oceano- 
graphic equipment 150 
miles southwest of Cork, 
over the evocatively- 
named King Arthur's 
Canyon — an Atlantic 
trough which lies at the 
edge of the European con- 
Further extensive tests 









= for the Devon-built ship - 
she and her sister HMS 
Echo were constructed by 
the Appledore yard on the 
county's north coast - 


from the port of Umm | 
Qasr near the  ‘Iraqi- | 
Kuwaiti border to Basra. 
lranian authorities 
claimed the eight men had 


srpan) 
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strayed one kilometre 
inside their country's terri- 
torial waters along the 
narrow Shatt al Arab 
waterway which leads 
from the Gulf to Basra - 
focal point of British 
peacekeeping efforts in 
Iraq. 

A naval spokesman said 
that all the men's next of 
kin had been informed 
about the situation and 
that every effort was being 
made in co-operation 
with the Foreign Office to 
ensure the men were 
released from Iranian 
detention. 





New idea 
to combat 
pollution 


1 NEW method to combat marine 
om! pollution headed the list of the 
MOD's GEMS awards for bright 
Kc aS 

A combination of heavy rainfall 
and an oil spill in the lagoon used 
by the RN Pirefighting School at 
HMS Excellent saw a high risk of 
contaminated water overflowing 
into Portsmouth Harbour 

When traditional ol removal 
attempts failed, a possible solution 
was Offered by Neil Thorpe of the 
Institute of Naval Medicine 

His suggcstion was lo use a 
loose fibre’ oi! absorbent matcrial 
called DRILATT, which he had scen 
used previously to absorb fuc! 
from water at helcopter crash 
siics. [he use of the matcnal was 
found to be highly effective and 
met all Environment Agency regu 
lat porrs 

Neil's solutbon avoided the cost 
ly alternative of cffluent removal 
by road tanker. It also provided a 
portable ol/water efflucnt treat- 
ment svstem which can be 
deployed across many sites follow 
ing pollution incuicnts 

As well as being the “Most 
Environmentally Fnendly 
Suggesthon in the Gak:MS awards, 
it has also offered the MOD finan 
cial savings of around £165,000) 

(hnther awards included those for 
in improved quick release device 
uscd in jackstay transicrs of stores 
at sca (WQ) Paul Snecc): a modified 
sland to accommodalc an cxira 
computer for the Phalanx close in 
weapon system (CPOWEA(WD) 
Andy Griffin); and a process to 
refurbesh lilcjacke! stowage boxes 
(Jonathon Summersgll) 
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an early start 


THE NEWEST addition to 
the Navy's amphibious arse- 
nal is due to be handed over 
to the Fleet this month. 

HMS Bulwark, the second of 
two assault ships built to put 
Royal Marines and soldiers on 
potentially hostile shores, last 
month left the BAE yard at 
Barrow-in-Furness where she 
was built to begin her first sea 
trials 

The 19,000-tonne warship left 
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@® AHEAD OF SCHEDULE: HMS Bulwark leaves SBarrow-in- 


her ‘birthplace’ five wecks carlicr 
than expected — which means in 
turn that the RN will be handed 
her five weeks carly, in mid-July, 
rather than late August. 

A bnef penod of imitial trials 
was interrupted by a stop-off in 
Birkenhead to finish off ber under- 
water painting, before she resumed 
trials in the Irmh Sea. 

[he transition to RN service for 
Bulwark also took a major step for 
ward with the appointment of for 
mer Lynx pilot and HMS 
Westminster COCapt Jerry 
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Furness to begin her first sea trials 
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Stanford as her Commanding 
Officer in time for the departure 
from Barrow. 

One of the last acts before beav- 
ing the north-west was to throw the 
ship open to the public; 3,500 peo- 
ple, chiefly families of BAF 
employees, toured the vessel their 
loved ones have been toiling away 
on sinee she was laid down in carly 
2000), 

The media also made a fuss of 
the assault ship's departure. BIC 
weather presenicr Dianne Oxbury 
climbed aboard to broadcast her 
bulleten from Bulwark 

Bidding farewell to Bulwark, 
Murray Easton, BAE’s managing 
director of BAE Systems 
Submarines, said: “The work force 
can, and should, be justifiably 
proud of Bulwark. She's the best 
advert for more work | can imag 
ine. This fine ship will without 
doubt be one of the best ever deliv 
ered by this yard.” 

A further sign of the ship's 
progress was the final equipment 
check for Bulwark’s embarked RM 
unit, 4 Assault Squadron, which 
culminated in the  six-weck 
Exercise Green Tulip (4, set to end 
on July 15 

[he green berets accompanied a 
convoy Of velcrans across to 
Normandy and participated in 
events off Arromanches before 
heading up the Channel to 
Viissingen to join in events com 
memorating the Walcheren land 
ings ©) years ago ths autumn, a 
particularly poignant operation in 
the corps’ history 

On returning from Green Tulip, 
4ASRM is duc to embark in 
Bulwark, which in turn is car- 
marked to be handed over official- 
lv to the RN in her new home of 
Devonport, on July 23 

Bulwark = like her sestcr Albion 
upholding the tradition of the post 
war commando carners of the 
same name — is the last ncw vesscl 
in the Fleet's inventory until the 
arrival of the first of the Type 45 
destroyers, HMS Daring, in about 
three years’ time. 


she ts duc to be declared ready 
for front-line duties un 20045. 








have since continued in 
the English Channel to cal- 
ibrate her multi-beam 
sonar and teach crew to 
make the most of their 

A period of Operational 
Sea Training will follow 
before Enterprise is sent 
on her first deployment. 


=_/Navy New. = 
M.S. ALBION = | 
| ‘S, ‘LBION_ NEy CARRERE 
JOINS THE FLEE | 
Prone ew _ 


OW POLARIS “TE¢ 
a ring iS TEST 
| FIRE ‘PERFECT 


THE FIRST issue of Navy News in June 1954 
featured the commissioning of the Centaur- 
class aircraft carrier HMS Albion, launched 
seven years earlier by Mrs Attlee, wife of the 
first post-war Labour Prime Minister. 

Six months later she was followed by HMS 
Bulwark — seen here 27 years later when she 


paid off for the last time. Sa 
_ 2004 sees the arrival of the latest Bulwark, ‘ > ~~ 
assault ship sister of HMS Albion commission ee See 
in July, 2003. | 73 4 
Navy News has been reporting the Fleet for so et 
years. in this souvenir special edition, we look c= tote fi —4%~ 
back through our files to bring you some of the «72 +} 
key chapters in the story of the Royal Navyin 4 ? 
the nuclear age, from Suez to the wars on 
Saddam. 
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Navy 
News — 

he first 
fifty 
years 


NAVY NEWS’ first 50 
years has seen a whole 
raft of momentous 
events, just a few of 
them included in this 

















































it is not intended as a 
history of the Senior 
Service in this period, 
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1 Bye bye blues 


HMS VICTORY staff get up to date with issue No 7 of what was 
then still the Portsmouth Navy News. 

Note the blue caps, worn from October to April until 1956, 
when white covers used in the warmer months would hence- 
forth be retained al) year round. 

(December 1954) 


2 Test-bed for missiles 


HMS GIRDLE NESS was newly commissioned as the test-bed for 
the later generation of slim-line frigates for which the gun would 
be a secondary armament. 

She began her career as a trials ship at Devonport in July 1956 
and is seen firing Sea Slug — a weapon that would remain in ser- 
vice for many years — from her fo'c'sle. 

Naval interest in guided weapons started in World War Ii and the 
RN was in the forefront of their development in the early post-war 
period — a project was even begun to provide a short-range 
weapon against Kamikase attacks, but Japan was defeated before 
it was sufficiently advanced. 

After tests at the Aberporth range in Wales and at Woomera in 
Australia and firings at sea — the majority of which were success- 
ful — the Sea Slug system was introduced to engage any enemy 
bomber which man to evade the fighter defences of the Fleet 
at any height at which aircraft were then capable of operating. 

It employed four boosters, jettisoned after propelling the mis- 
sile to supersonic speed. 

(October 1956) 


HMS GREY Goose was a 
steam gunboat in which Lt 
Cdr Peter Scott, MBE, DSC", 
RNVR, the celebrated artist 
and naturalist who was the 
son of Captain R. F. Scott of 
Antarctic fame, led a series of 
dashing Channel! actions 
inst enemy shipping in 
forid War Il. 
The ‘destroyers in minia- 
ture’ had powerful stee! hulls, 
a 3in gun, torpedoes and 
depth cha and their 8,000 
hp high efficiency steam tur- 
nes fired from a single boil- 
er gave them a speed of 35 


But they were described as 
‘light coastal craft’ and the 
enemy was left to assume 


that they were ordinary motor 
gun and torpedo boats. 
The G Goose is here 


under the command of Lt Cdr 
D. W. Wilson, DSM and con- 
verted to a floating test bed 
with two experimental Rolls 
Royce RM 60 marine gas tur- 
bines, transmitting their 
power through ROTOL con- 
trollable pitch propellors 
which obviated the use of 
reverse gearing —- alterations 
almost amounting to a 
rebuild. 
(December 1955) 





3 Scimitar sweeps in 


THE ROYAL Navy's new interceptor fighter, the swept-wing 
Scimitar, was soon to come into service. 
This large single seater aircraft had an exceptional low level 
per nce and was capable of supersonic speed in shallow 
ives. 


The first squadron was formed at RN Air Station Lossiemouth 
in June 1958 and was expected to embark in the Navy's newly 
modernised carrier HMS Victorious the following September. 

“A feature of the airplane not appreciated by people living 
near RN Air Station Ford in West Sussex where it was recently 
demonstrated was its terrific noise . . .” 

(April 1958) 













full speed 


BASED on the Third Submarine Squadron at Faslane on the Clyde, HMS Explorer — with her sister 
Excalibur reputedly the fastest submarine in the world, logging over 25 knots submerged — was 
engaged in detailed analysis of very high underwater speeds to gain experience in the new tech- 
niques and drills which would soon emerge with the advent of the RN's first nuclear boat, HMS 
Dreadnought. 

As a change from this work, she would occasionally provide target services for surtace anti-sub- 
marine forces operating out of Londonderry. 

(April 1958) 
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flagship of the Flag 
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Second Division. 
Then they 





(June 1 


6 Belfast shuttle 


HMS BELFAST, the te s en cruiser (then the 


n-Command Far East 


Station Rear Admiral Michael Le Fanu) recommissioned at 
Singapore under the command of Captain | 

The new crew, 52 officers and 580 men, were 
seven flights of specially chartered Britannia aircraft of 
rways and the British Overseas Airways 
Corporation, while the old crew flew back home after 18 


n-Giles. 
own out in 


7 Confrontation piece 


EIGHTEEN Wessex V helicopters of 848 Naval Air 
ron fly over HMS Albion at anchor off Labuan. 

lh talk of settlement and peace was in the air, the 
for 16,000 officers and men of Britain's Far East 
was sill dominated by one word — confrontation. 
had taken part in a huge 
of troops when a= lifted three military units in Malaysian 


Operating from the commando ship, the Wessex heavy 
lift aircraft flew in men of 40 Cdo RM, who replaced a 
Malaysian battalion in the Simangcang area of Sarawak’s 


movement 


lifted the Malaysians into the Lundu District 
of the First Division, bringing out men of 42 Cdo who had 
completed a five month tour in Sarawak — their fifth in 
Borneo since their first arrival in December 1964 as part of 
the force which quelled the Brunei revolt. 

Here for the first time in six months all the Wessex heli- 
copters of 848 Sqn were embarked to 
the Securi oe against the Indonesian infiltrations. 


after assisting 


8 Sarrosa battles | with pirates off Borneo 





9 Blake lays out the new carpet 
A HAWKER Siddeley Harrier close support jet fighter landed on the flight deck of the com- 
mand helicopter cruiser HMS Blake in trials to test the ‘jump jet’ vertical take-off aircraft's 
ca lity for operations from ships in the mid-70s. 

aircraft was flown from Dunsfold airfield in Surrey by Hawker iste of Wight. test 
pilot Hugh Merewether, to rendezvous with the Blake south east of the Isle of ht. 

Laid down in 1942, the Blake was not commissioned until 1961, by which time her orig- 
inal n fit of nine six-inch guns and ten four-inch turrets had been exchanged for two 
twin six-inch and three twin three- inch turrets. 

A 21-month commission followed, mostly t under the flag of Flag Officer Flotillas 
Mediterranean. She then spent six months in Dockyard hands, her after superstructure 
and armament being by facilities for an air Pp, comprising a flight deck and 
hangar for Sea King helicopters, with workshops, . briefing room and new cabins 
and mess decks 

To create space for the air group, the gunnery branch suffered the loss of two twin 
three-inch and the aft twin six-inch batteries — but was compensated by the siting of two 

quadruple Sea Cat missile launchers amidships. 

Blake still went to sea with the b t guns in the Royal Navy and remained capable of 
laying down a heavy carpet of shells 

(September 1969) 





TO ASSIST the Royal 
Navy's search for arms and 


ammunition smuggling 
round the coasts of 
Sarawak, Brunei and Sabah 


— formerly British North 
Borneo — the Sultan of 
Brunei provided special 
built Perau small cra 
which were easily manoeu- 
vrable in the narrow chan- 
nels between the mangrove 
swamps.HMS Barrosa was 
acting as guardship in 
operations against 
indonesian terrorists. 

Able Seaman Charlies 
Sutherland died after a gun 
battle with pirates. He was 
one of a boarding party 
from the fleet radar picket 
which stopped a powered 
boat with 13 pirates on 
board. 


Three were captured 


immediately, but in an 
exchange of shots 
Sutherland was fatally 


wounded while the other 
ten jumped overboard.One 
of these was later sighted 
on land — seriously wound- 
ed, he died later, after say- 
ing he believed the rest had 
drowned 


For decades the pirates 
of the Sulu Sea south west 
of the Philippines had 
made the Borneo coast 
their happy — 
ground. With the advent of 
the outboard motor they 
had been able to strike and 
disappear before the 
authorities could intervene. 

Ships of the Far East 
Fleet were often called 
upon to search for them — 
but they were able to steal 
up upon isolated villages, 
loot local shops, kill and 
steal boats and outboard 
engines and make a swift 
getaway long before a 
search could be organised. 

Today piracy is actually 
on the increase in the Far 
East. In June 2004 Navy 
News reported that, despite 
excellent efforts by authori- 
ties in India, Malaysia and 
the Philippines, the year 
had still opened bloodily 
for some unfortunate 
marin-ers, with attacks on 
the rise in the Malacca and 
Singapore Straits. 

(March 1963) 





10 Timely Resolution 


HMS RESOLUTION, the Royal Navy's first Polaris subma- 
rine, commissioned at Barrow-in-Furness — right on time. 

Armed with 16 A-3 Polaris missiles with British war- 
heads capable of being delivered with extreme accuracy at 
a range of 2,500 miles, she could operate all over the world 
without the need to surface and presented ” ‘almost insu- 
perable problems of detection to an. ", providing a 
nuclear shield for Britain and NATO. She would join the 
Fleet the following year after tests at Cape Kennedy — 
which included the test firing of one of her missiles (inset). 

“Perfect in every respect” was the report when the 
Polaris missile was launched — the first from a British sub- 
marine. 

Resolution was cruising submerged about 30 miles off 
Cape Kennedy, Florida, when she sent the weapon down 
the Atlantic Missile Test Ran 

Watchers from the attendant vessels saw a swirl of 
green water. Seconds later the missile burst through the 
surface in a fountain of foam. | 

The firing was carried out by the Port Crew under Cdr 
Michael Henry, watched by Chief Polaris Executive Vice- 
Admiral Sir ugh Mackenzie who radioed: “The event is 
hpeaccmmcmteifir* sephary + bape th ideale 
rine commanding o and his crew, and by the British 
shipyards, firms and technicians who have built and test- 
ed the submarine and its systems.” 

(October 1967 and March 1968) 
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The Royal British Legion is dedicated 
to help serving and ex-service men and 
women and their families... 


...1,000 people are helped to visit war 


graves every year 


...over 300,000 calls for help are answered 
every year 


...04,000 people are helped with war 
pensions every year 


...5,000 people are helped with 
a stay in our homes every year 


...100,000 visits are made each year to 
the housebound or those in hospital. 








THE ROYAL BRITISH 


LEGION 


if you are interested in joining 
The Royal British Legion, would 
ike to make a donation or 
require further information, 
please call 08457 725 725. 


Alternatively, visit our website @ 





www.britishlegion.org.uk 
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11 The last of the tot 


MORE tears were shed over the passing of the tot than fell 
on the bier of Nelson, they said .. . 

This was one of Navy News’ major exclusives, but much 
of the outpouring of grief that attended the Admiralty's 
decision to do away with the rum issue was clearly tongue- 
in-cheek. 

By 1970 the daily award of an eighth of a pint of 95.5 per 
cent proof spirit to every man in the Fleet had long been an 
anachronism — in a highly technical and ever-more sophis- 
ticated Navy no margin of error due to intoxication could 
be allowed. 

In any case, the era of harsh discipline, dire rations and 
living conditions scarcely fit for livestock in which rum had 
made life a bit more bearable was ancient history. 

“lam not expecting to rocket up to Top of the Pops in the 
Navy on this,” commented First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Michael ‘Dry Ginger Le Fanu. But he made it clear there 
had been “no | pressures — it is a Naval judgement.” 

The fiery spirit was first first unofficially introduced into the 
Navy in 1655, when a British Fleet under Admiral Penn 
captured Jamaica. Its long-keeping qualities led to it 
oe official issue in 1731, when the daily ration was 
set at half a pint. 

Nine years later the C-in-C West Indies Station, Admiral 
Vernon reported that it caused “many fatal effects to their 
morals as well as their health” and ordered that it be mixed 
with water, thus giving | eye offence to the tars. Since they 
had nicknamed him ‘Old Grog’ after the grograin boat 
cloak he habitually wore on the quarterdeck in rough 
weather, so they tagged his watered-down rum ‘grog’. 

(September 1970) 


12 On top of the world 


THE NUCLEAR Fleet submarine HMS Dreadnought pops 
up at the North Pole — the first British boat to do so. 

Her patrol took her 1,500 miles under the ice before sur- 
facing at the Pole, where a seaman with a rifle kept watch 
for prowling polar bears as other crew members ventured 
on to the ice cap. The Dreadnought had already broken 
through three times on the way up. 

Describing her arrival at 8am on March 3, Lt Cdr John 

Collier, torpedo and anti-submarine officer, said: “It was 
semi-twilight all the time and we spent several hours find- 
ing a suitable area of thin ice. We came to the surface 
through about a foot of ice at 5.30 in the evening and 
remained on the surface until the early hours of the morn- 
ing. 
LA(Phot) Michael Rowsell took the photograph soon 
after the submarine's ‘fin’ burst through. He had to operate 
his 35mm camera in 67 degrees of frost — and suffered a 
severe wind chill effect standing in a 20 knot draught filled 
with suspended ice pret dea 

Thus the fingers which just managed to press the shut- 


ter were numbed by a wind chill effect that plummeted to 
minus 110 degrees F. 
(April 1971) 





13 Cod War close-up for Cleo & Co 


‘AT close quarters’ is a 
phrase with real meaning in 
the Cod War as the Royal 
Navy goes about its busi- 
ness of protecting our 
trawlermen from harass- 
ment. On the left, the 
Icelandic gunboat Aegir 
steams sory Bacto a British 
trawler and HMS Cleopatra. 

As the fishery dispute 
with Iceland turned into a 
fairground dodgem con- 
test, the frigate HMS 
Lincoln consoled herself 
with a monster fish and 
chip supper — halibut 
steaks cut from a 200Ib 
specimen presented by the 
trawler support vessel 
Othello. 

“So the job continues... 
silence, searching, a sud- 
den flurry of activity, then 
back again to cat and 
mouse. . . it is remarkable, 
having regard to the tactics 
involved, that nobody gets 
hurt.” 


(July 1973) 


14 Fearless photos morning in Moskva 


0600 hours in the South 


PT exercises on board the | 
Nikolaev 


= 








n Sea. Two hundred 


| sailors in shorts and track suits throng the flight deck for 
t helicopter carrier Mos’ 


, at anchor in company with the Kara class missile cruiser 


The scene was photographed from HMS Fearless, then the Dartmouth training ship, during her Mediterranean exer- 
cises. Her own early morning ‘jerks’ started half an hour later. . . 


(August 1974) 
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HMS DIDO was at Sydney 
when the Queen opened 


the Opera House that 
would become the 
Australian city’s most 


famous landmark — next to 
the Harbour Bridge, of 
course. 
The ship later took part in 
oint exercises with the 
oyal Australian Navy on 
: to Fremantie. 
One result of the stay 


Down Under was that the 


ship's company would be 
sent special ‘Opera 
House’ Christmas pudding, 
the 150!b mixture of rum, 
stout, fruit and flour stirred 


~ ew queen Darya 
anand 1973) 
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RN’t I brave? 


MRS THATCHER samples a jackstay transfer across the 
pool at the 25th London International Boat Show, assisted 
by LPT Bob Aindow and RN Director of Publications Capt 
Derek Blacker. 

She was one of 5,000 visitors who made the crossing — 
and received certificates and stickers printed with the leg- 
end ‘I've been jackstayed! RN't | brave?" 

(February 1979) 
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17 Fire over Belfast 


THE FIREMEN'’s strike had kept 4,000 Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines personnel on duty over the festive season, 
manning ‘Green Goddess’ service fire engines throughout 
the UK and tackling emergency calls to hotels, warehous- 
es, garages, flats, oil depots and simple chimney fires. 

Belfast posed special problems. Each time the call went 
out, the whole area involved had to be checked for bombs 
before the firefighting teams could go into action. 

Here the joint service group included a detachment from 
HMS Sultan, four groups working in the chief city of 
Northern Ireland with another in Londonderry. 

Twenty-five years later the Green Goddesses were called 
out again... 

(January 1978) 












STRAIGHT from the Amer- 
ican bi-centennial celebra- 
tions - for which 650 
sailors formed up on the 
flight deck to spell out the 
tribute “1776-1976' for her 
entry into Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida — HMS Ark Royal 
returned to the UK to bask 
in the success of her 
apotheosis as the subject 
of the ten-part BBC series 
Sailor, a highly controver- 
sial warts-and-all picture of 
life in the Senior Service 
that set the benchmark for 
Naval documentaries. 

Navy News stated confi- 
dently: “If the opening 
instalments set a few eyes 
popping, any doubts will 
fade in the succeeding 
weeks.” And they did. 

“This was no ‘wardroom 
show’, but splendidly bal- 
anced entertainment, full of 
sailor activity, humour, 
thrills, drama and human 
interest.” 

Rod Stewart's smash hit 
anthem Sailing set the 
scene so aptly that many 
viewers imagined it had 
been written specially for 
the show. 

(August 1976) 


RATINGS from HMS Merc- 
ury carry the coffin of 
Admiral of the Fieet Ear! 
Mountbatten of Burma — 
murdered, together with his 
grandson Nicholas and the 
dowager Lady Brabourne, 
by IRA terrorists in 
Northern Ireland. 

He was buried at Romsey, 
near his home at 
Broadiands, after a funeral 
service in Westminster 
Abbey, where the field gun 
carriage bearing the coffin 
through the streets of 
London was the one, kept 
at HMS Excellent, used at 
the funerals of Queen 
Victoria and Kings Edward 
Vil, George V and George 
vi 


It was in every sense a 
Naval funeral — as befitted 
one who regarded his years 
in the Senior Service as 
“the core of my profession- 
al life”. 

At the end of May he had 
paid his last visit to a Royal 
Navy warship — the nuclear- 
powered submarine HMS 
Superb. In the early 1920s 
he had briefly served in the 
submarine K3 — and so 
always wore the Submarine 
Service dolphins badge on 
top of the deep rows of his 
decorations. 

(October 1979) 
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20 Spithead spectacle 


THE QUEEN passes HMS Ark Royal in HMY Britannia at 
the start of her Silver Jubilee Review of Royal Navy and 
Commonwealth ships assembled at Spithead. 

The Royal Yacht is followed by HMS Birmingham and the 
helicopter support ship RFA Engadine, loaded with Press 
observers. 

There were 175 ships in the lines with 30,000 men 
embarked for the biggest Spithead spectacular since the 
Coronation Review in 1953. 

Ark Royal was the largest RN warship to be seen during 
the Review column's 15 mile circuit, which included repre- 
sentatives from 17 other nations. 

One of the most distinctive was the frigate HMNLS 
Tromp (foreground, left) nicknamed ‘Kojak’ because of the 
huge radome above her bridge. 

As Lord High Admiral, the Queen sent out the message: 
“It gave me great pleasure to review all these ships assem- 
bled at Spithead today for my Silver Jubilee Review and to 
receive the salute of the Fleet Air Arm. 

“| was deeply impressed by the splendid sight of all the 
vessels in their lines. The smart appearance of the ships 
and their companies — and the precision of the flypast — 
were in the finest traditions of the sea. 

“| send my congratulations to all who planned and took 
part in the Review. The Duke of Edinburgh joins me in 
sending our best wishes to you as you disperse.” 

(July 1977) 
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21 Nose to tail 


A MOMENT of aerial nostalgia as a Fairey Swordfish of 
World War I! vintage shares the limelight with a Sea Harrier 
during a fly-past at the RN air station Yeovilton. 

The two aircraft represented 46 years of Rolls Royce 
Bristol Pegasus aero engine development, which had 
advanced flying speeds from 120mph to 600 knots plus. 

(March 1980) 


22 Refits quicker by rail 


HMS GAVINTON becomes the first ship to be synchrolifted out of the water and shunted 
into Rosyth’s new refitting complex. 

The £12m refit shop would revolutionise working conditions in the dockyard, where 
small ship refits had previously taken place in the open and in floating docks in the main 
basin. Rosyth could now programme refits more precisely, free from interruptions by wind 
and rain. The synchrolift could pluck mine countermeasures vessels and small patrol 
ships from the water, trundle them along a 400ft railway line, squirt marine growth off their 
hulls with high pressure water jets, and park them snugly into a massive five berth 
‘garage. 

(December 1980) 
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25 Sir Rex surveys his icy domain 
DWARFED by her surroundings, HMS Endurance approaches the famous Lemaire 
Channel — the Antarctic Peninsula to the right, Anvers Island to the left — as she steams 
north after taking part in ‘Winter Olympics’ staged at Rothera, the British Antarctic Survey 
base. 

Sir Rex Hunt, High Commissioner of the British Antarctic Territories, was on board with 
Lady Hunt for a three week tour of his domain. 

Later the ice patrol ship rendezvoused with her Brazilian counterpart Brao de Teffe in 
sight of Elephant Island. The place and time were not without historical significance — 
almost excactly 68 years before, Sir Ernest Shackleton landed there after his attempt to 
reach the South Pole had been thwarted when his ship Endurance was trapped and 
crushed in the Weddell Sea ice. 

(April 1984) 
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HOLLAND 1, the Royal 
Navy's first submarine 
which sank on her way to 
the breaker's yard in 1913, 
was found off Eddystone 
Lighthouse. 

The minesweeper HMS 
Bossington first made 
sonar contact with the 
wreck, later confirmed by 
the diving trials ship 
Seaforth Clansman as the 
first of the Holland-class 
built in 1901-02. 

The boat — with many of 
her fittings miraculously 
intact, including a splendid 
porcelain ‘Doulton'’s No 
612’ WC, complete with 
wooden seat — was later 
raised and put on perma- 


nent display at the 
Submarine Museum at 
Gosport. 

Holland | remains the 


only surviving example of 
the American design built 
under licence by Vickers at 
Barrow-in-Furness, still the 
home of the lead builders 
of RN submarines in the 
nuclear age. 

A nine-man, petrol- 
engine and battery-driven 
craft, only 63ft long and 
with a displacement of 120 
tons, she could manage a 
top speed of nine knots 
surfaced and six knots sub- 
merged and could dive to 
only 100ft. 

Her single torpedo tube, 
ordered by the Admiralty to 
be “mangled” when she 
was sold for scrap, was 





also mysteriously intact, its She 
heavy brass rear door shut 7 
tight. ai 

5 & 

(May 1981) I 





24 The end the Antelope 


HMS ANTELOPE explodes in San Carlos Bay, East Falklands. Press Association photog- 
rapher Martin Cleaver's dramatic picture was one of the most potent images of the sea- 
borne trauma of Operation Corporate. 

The Type 21 frigate claimed shooting down two Argentine aircraft in the attack on her 
before she was struck by two 1,000/b bombs. 

An attempt to defuse one of these was unsuccessful and the explosion tore a huge hole 
in the ship's side, starting major fires in both engine rooms and several other compart- 
ments. These got dangerously close to several magazines — and ten minutes after the last 
man followed the order to abandon ship she was torn apart by a huge explosion. 

Next morning all that remained of her was the bow and stern pointing upwards. 

(July 19862) 





www llavVnews.co lk 








= 2 a a 


fy 
‘ 


ib te 
geet Wh 
poeer 


Wy \ 


i’ 
seer 
el 


‘ 
' 
Wy 


" ow i 
Waevav nner y 


29 A barrel for passing the barrier 


USING her manned mini- 
sub and two more sub- 
mersibles, the seabed oper- 
ations vessel! HMS 
Challenger swung her hi- 
tech equipment into action 
to raise 28 drums of toxic 
chemicals from the bottom 
of the English Channel. 

The Panamanian-regis- 
tered Perintis, carrying a 
lethal cargo, went down 35 
miles south east of 
Brixham. Using her com- 
puterised plotting system 
and sonars, the Challenger 
relocated her within a few 
hours of arriving in area. 

She took up dynamic 
hover over the wreck, 
manoeuvring in delicate 
one-metre steps until the 
remote-operated vessels 
Sprint and Scorpio and the 
manned submersible LR5 — 
all fitted with an array of 
cameras, video recorders, 
sonars, echo sounders, 
manipulator arms, cutters 
and claws — were able to go 
into action. 

The operation was 
described by Capt Mark 
Masterman as “a cross 
between driving through 
Steptoe’s backyard and a 
china shop.” 


(May 1989) 
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26 Ferry disaster 






A GRIM-FACED Lt The Duke of York arrives with his 
Duchess at Zeebrugge naval base to be met by divers from 
Portsmouth working on the wreck of the Townsend 
Thoresen cross-Channel ferry Herald of Free Enterprise. 

With Royal Navy and NATO ships in the Zeebrugge area 
alerted and military transport mobilised from various parts 
of the UK, one of the first to receive a call was Lt Steve Wild 
(here escorting the Duchess of York), staff diving officer to 
the Flag Officer Portsmouth and the man who was to take 
much of the decision-making responsibility as manager of 
the UK resources. 

After 44 hours work their sad tally was the recovery of 32 

CPO Peter Still, leader of the first Portsmouth team to 
arrive, had oe earlier helped remove c from 
the sunken HMS Fittleton. In the pitch black, he and his 
colleagues had to struggle through masses of floating 
debris. Lorries on the vehicle deck were hanging by 
chains. Visibility in the water was nil. 
(April 1987) 





28 And the band played on 


TRIBUTES for rescuing hundreds of men, women and children from the beaches of war- 
wracked Aden sent the word worldwide that ‘The Navy's here’ spirit flourished as strong- 


ly as ever. 


In HMY Britannia, which was prominent in the rescue mission, Royal Marines musicians 
serenaded evacuees as they sailed from the burning city — a morale-boosting eccentrici- 
ty that seemed to belong to another era but whose message of reassurance was unmis- 


takeable. 


Britannia was on passage to New Zealand when the call for assistance arrived, giving 
her a unique wartime evacuation experience which was said to have delighted the Queen. 
Also involved were HMS Jupiter, Newcastle and Hydra and RFA Brambileleaf. 


(February 1986) 


FOR the first time, the new 
Type 22 frigate HMS 
London negotiates the 
Thames Barrier for her 
debut in the capital. 

Top of the list of her 
engagements during her 
five-day visit was mainte- 
nance of a rarely enacted 
tradition dating from the 
14th century, when Richard 
li decreed that all vessels 
moored in the Pool of 
London to the west of the 
Tower should deliver bar- 
rels of wine to the Governor 
as payment for their safety. 

In keeping with that rule, 
the London's commanding 
officer, Capt Robert Fisher 
- escorted by members of 
the ship's company and the 
Head Gaoler of the Tower - 
marched thither to pay the 
required dues in the form of 
a cask of wine. 


(September 1987) 
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30 School photograph | 


‘Bow chasers’ was one of the most sought-after photos 
ever published in Navy News. It shows a school of dol- 
phins riding the bow wave of a Russian-built Algerian sub- 
marine at dusk in the Mediterranean, the picture taken by 
LA(Phot) Chris North. 

(January 1989) 
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31 Clear and present danger 























THE GULF War was over 


. before minehunters HMS 
; Brocklesby, Brecon and 
—_— | Bicester arrived — but there 

was still plenty of work for 


them to do. 

By this time over half the 
estimated 1,500 mines 
sown by the Iragis had 
been accounted for — either 
the tethered contact variety 
similar to those used in 
both world wars or the 
modern type laid on the sea 
bed and set off by a pass- 
ing ship's sound signature. 
They were smeared with 
organic material to attract 
fish and mask their pres- 
ence from the searchers 
above. 

Submersibles were used 
| : | ee mei to investigate likely con- 

P ed cam *Cdre Chris Crai id 

| re ris Craig sa 

32 Aid for Bangladesh aise ad coekt wo 
dirty, dangerous months” 
IN DRENCHING humidity Royal Marines prepare for a_ clearing the major ports of 
mercy mission through poorly charted waters in cyclone- Shuaiba, Shuweikh and 
stricken Bangladesh. Kuwait City “battling 

Operation Manna was code name for Britain's relief through simply atrocious 
effort, centred on Cox's Bazaar area, where the low-lying conditions, diving among 
islands were worst hit. More than a million people needed _ oil, booby traps and literal- 
aid and in one district alone 51,000 had died. ly hundreds of bodies that 

The RFA Fort Grange's four Sea King helicopters and six had been just dumped off 
rigid raiders managed to deliver 400 tons of stores ina _ the quayside by the 
fortnight. invaders.” 

(July 1991) (June 1991) 





34 Merlin defies the elements 


GALE force winds and rough seas faced the EH101 Merlin, the new anti-submarine war- 
fare helicopter for the Roya! Navy, as it teamed up with HMS Iron Duke for ship handling 
trials in the Channel. 

In 40-50 knot winds above 20ft waves the aircraft made 69 landings on the Type 23 
frigate — visited around this time by the Duke of Wellington, whose famous forebear's 
nickname she bears. 

(April 1993) 
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33 Knights in white armour : 
WEARING white United Nations livery, four Sea Kings of 845 Naval Air Squadron fly low =a 
into their base at the Croatian port of Split. By this time 845 was the UN's longest-serving ae 
unit in the war zone of the former Yugoslavia, having conducted a year-long mercy mis- [aa 
sion in a harsh and dangerous environment. } | 
Some of the squadron's successes had been achieved under fire and the aircraft were 
ee ee eed ae 

Their Se ane tae cuaten Uialane: the Chanute Gaene ae el 
the Air Force sane to Gate e Lt Cdr George Wallace; the Queen's Commendation for 
valuable Service in the Air to Lt Kevin Smith; and a Mention in Despatches for Lt Tim Kelly. 
(December 1993) 
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FIRST firing of a British Trident missile from HM submarine Vanguard was foremost in a 
trio of milestones in the progress of the UK's new deterrent force. 

Meanwhile the second Trident submarine HMS Victorious (pictured here) arrived at 
Fasiane to start her trials and the Ministry of Defence announced that the fourth boat of 
the class would be named HMS Vengeance, to follow HMS Vigilant into service. 

(July 1994) 
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HMS BRAVE continued her multi-million pound drug busting operations in the Caribbean 
by seizing cocaine with a street value of £90m — to the delight of the US Coast Guard. 

And hard on the heels of that success she saved the lives of four Jamaican fishermen 
near their end after six days adrift without food or water. 

The drugs hau! was made when the ship was conducting surveillance of speedboat traf- 
fic between Colombia and Mexico. 

After tracking a suspect boat by radar, she launched her Lynx helicopter to investigate 
the vessel more closely. 

As soon as the speedboat crew spotted the aircraft they jettisoned their cargo and 
made off. 

Arriving on the scene later, Brave recovered 40 large bales and 12 blocks of cocaine 
which she turned over to American authorities at the US base of Guantanamo, Cuba a few 
days later. 

Three years later HMS Marlborough set a record for the Royal Navy when she netted 
cocaine worth £1.9bn. 

(February 1996) 





AS VIOLENT explosions 
inside the Caribbean island 
of Montserrat's volcano 
continued to blast out 
super-heated ash and rock, 
HMS Liverpool was on the 
spot to begin the evacua- 
tion of up to 3,000 people. 
The ship anchored in 
Little Bay in the north of the 
island and her Lynx heli- 
copter flew sorties over the 
volcano six miles to the 
south to support the work 
of an international team of 
scientists based in an 
observatory there. The for- 
mer capital of Plymouth 
was in ruins — but as fears 
of a major Krakatoa-style 
eruption subsided, most 
islanders decided to stay 
on and the ship departed 
for counter-drug opera- 
tions in the area. 
Montserrat continues to 
give cause for concern. 
(October 1997) 


HMS EXETER won high 
praise from the US Navy for 
her part in covering the 
evacuation of nited 
Nations forces from the 
troubled African state of 
Somalia. 

With her gun at the ready, 
the Type 42 destroyer was 
prepared if necessary to 
open fire on belligerent 
Somali factions threatening 
to impede Operation United 
Shield. 

“The Exeter has been 
wonderful,” said ARear 
Admiral John Gunn, the US 
officer in command of the 
international task force. 

“She was here from the 
beginning with us. She was 
doing things we would nor- 
mally expect an Aegis 
cruiser to do” (Aegis cruis- 
ers being among the most 
modern and potent ships in 
the US Fleet). 

Although the US Marines 
ashore engaged Somalis 
considered to be acting 
with hostile intent, Exeter's 
punch was not needed and 
her 4.5in gun remained 
silent. 

The 20-ship task force in 
the waters off the Somali 
capital of Mogadishu 
included three US flat-tops, 
two Italian amphibious war- 
fare ships, and a familiar 
vessel to the Brits — the 
Pakistani frigate Shamsher, 
formerly HMS Diomede 
which transferred from the 
Royal Navy in 1988. 

(April 1995) 
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39 Terror in Timor 


WITH the thanks of the United Nations Australian com- 
mander and Britain's Defence Secretary, HMS Glasgow 
completed her work for the International Force in East 
Timor. 

Whenever possible, the ship had put ashore those per- 
sonnel she could spare to do what they could to help the 
stretched UN force and the hungry, sick and distressed 
victims of the Indonesian militia. 

In between sea duties to keep watch on Indonesian naval 
units, Glasgow's Lynx ferried ashore officers and sailors 
whose expertise was used to make more secure and more 
habitable the compound occupied by the British joint 
headquarters in the capital, Dili. 

A few miles south of the town they set up a temporary 
clinic for people too frightened to return to their homes, 
Surg Lt Jonathan Carty and STD Emma Sandon helping to 
treat over 100 people, dealing with everything ranging 
from gunshot wounds to babies suffering from chest infec- 
tions. 

(November 1999) 
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40 Mission to Mozambique 


CHILDREN of liha Chiloane village in Mozambique welcome another delivery of aid by an 
820 NAS Sea King. 

RN and Royal Fleet Auxiliary personne! were delivering tonnes of life-saving supplies to 
stricken communities after tropical storms and floods devastated the country. 

One-stop supply ship RFA Fort George was detached from the HMS Illustrious task 
group in the Arabian Gulf to help relief efforts. 

(April 2000) 
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41 Fleet fighting terror 


HMS ILLUSTRIOUS is seen with coalition ships operating in the Middle East, the com- 
bined fleet including five carriers from four navies, in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom and the global war against terror. 

Meanwhile HMS Ocean, with elements of 45 Commando Royal Marines, was sailing from 
Portsmouth for operations in the Indian Ocean, taking over the role of UK flagship from 
the Illustrious. 

Although the spotlight had shifted from Afghanistan, coalition forces remained active- 
ly engaged in pursuing Al Qaeda, the Royal Navy playing a significant role in the war on 
terror following the events of September 11. 

(March 2002) 
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42 Leading liberators 
THE ROYAL Marines led the liberation of Southern Iraq, 
moving quickly to reassure a civilian population fearful of 
reprisals by troops still loyal to Saddam's regime. Here a 
Royal Marine from 3Cdo Bde uses his diplomatic skills to 
full effect on the streets of Basra. 

Commented C-in-C Fleet Admiral Sir Jonathon Band: 
“The Nava! Service proved itself to be ready, both materi- 
ally and mentally, for what was asked of them and have 
conducted all operations to the professional standard and 


success that we would expect.” 
(May 2003) 


43 Rapid reaction 


ROYAL Marines of 42 Commando fast-rope on to beaches 
near Freetown, Sierra Leone from a fleet of troop-carrying 
Sea King helicopters embarked in HMS Ocean. 

The Amphibious Ready Group was part of Britain's Joint 
Rapid Reaction Force and the impressive show of strength 
came a day after a cease-fire agreement between the 
Government of Sierra Leone and the rebel Revolutionary 
United Front. 

(December 2000) 
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